
[Date] 
 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson 
State Capitol, Room 5080 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Sent by Fax: (916)-651-4919 
 
SUBJECT:      SENATE BILL 1014 (JACKSON) – SAFE MEDICATION MANAGEMENT - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Senator Jackson: 
 
[Your name or organization] strongly supports Senate Bill (SB) 1014 (Jackson), which asks producers of  
pharmaceuticals, as defined, to create, finance and manage a collection system for California consumers to safely and 
conveniently dispose of expired and unwanted pharmaceuticals —a system structured after the existing program in 
Canada which the industry has efficiently operated for 15 years.   
 
[Tell your organization’s story about how it has been impacted by this problem – e.g., amount of pharma waste 
you’ve collected; annual labor, other costs to collect and dispose.] 
 
The Problem: 
Prescription drug abuse has skyrocketed in recent years,1 as have hospitalizations for drug overdoses.2  One of the four 
top recommendations of the National Strategy on Preventing Prescription Drug Abuse is to have a safe and convenient 
method of disposal for prescription, over the counter drugs and vet medicines we have in our homes.  In addition, the 
lack of safe and convenient disposal options ensures that consumers choose less than desirable options including home 
storage, flushing medications down the toilet or throwing them in the garbage.  
 
For too long, municipal governments have cobbled together local collection options that fail to meet public demand for 
safe disposal, draw resources from other vital government functions, creates a patchwork of regulations and fails to 
realize the efficiency that would come from a statewide program.   
 
The Solution: 
SB 1014 springboards off of the good work already being done by pharmaceutical companies in Canada and Europe.  SB 
1014 is a free-market approach that allows manufacturers to design the program in whatever way is most cost effective 
– with minimal oversight from state regulators. We know that this program will work because of the public surveys in 
Canada demonstrating the public awareness and use of the program, the volumes collected and the fact that 96% of the 
pharmacies host collection bins.     
SB 1014 is the right solution to this pressing problem because it creates a privately managed and financed system to 
allow consumers to properly and conveniently dispose of their unwanted pharmaceuticals.   
 
For these reasons, the [your organization] supports SB 1014.  If you have any questions about our position, please 
contact [name, title], at [phone/email]. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
cc: Senator Kevin de Leon, fax: (916) 651-4922  

Senator Jerry Hill, fax (916) 651-4913 
 Senator Ted W. Lieu, fax (916) 266-9343  
 [Your Assemblymember & State Senator] 
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