
NAHMMA National Elections 2015 

Greetings NAHMMA members! It’s time once again to cast your ballots for the coming year’s candidates 

for the NAHMMA Board of Directors. Each year we have five vacancies open up on the Board to serve a 

three-year term.  

This year there are six candidates; all of whom are active NAHMMA members: 

 Curt DeBrunner – Florida Chapter 

 Victoria Hodge – Lone Star Chapter 

 Julie Mitchell – Northwest Chapter 

 Kelby Neal – Lone Star Chapter 

 Ken Pereira – California Chapter 

 Rita Perini – Florida Chapter 

Please read the candidate statements and decide on your top five candidates. Once you’ve decided, go 

to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L986SBX to cast your ballot. Remember – you must NOT vote for 

more than five!!!  

THE POLLS ARE OPEN FROM NOON 9/10/2015 THROUGH NOON 9/16/2015.  

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS: 

Curt DeBrunner 

Curt received his BS degree in Environmental Engineering from the University of Florida. Curt has 

worked at EQ for over 16 years at their Tampa TSDF and has served as their primary HHW specialist over 

that time. He has held the positions at EQ as field chemist, facility chemist, HHW project manager and 

account executive. Curt is responsible for HHW business development and manages all services under 

their government contracts. Curt has been a NAHMMA member since 2007 and has served on the 

National Board of Directors since 2009. Currently he holds the position of Treasurer for our Florida 

Chapter, is the sponsorship chair and has actively participated in conference planning. 

Victoria Hodge 

I’ve served on the NAHMMA board since 2009 and have served as president for the past three years.  I 
am currently consulting for a Landfill Mining project focusing on safety and the proper disposal of items 
retrieved from the site.  Previously I worked as the Home Chemical Collection Supervisor for the City of 
Denton, Texas. I focused on pharmaceutical take-back issues and served as the project manager for 
Denton Drug Disposal Day (D4) Program, which hosted events and offers a drug collection kiosk for safe 
disposal. 
 
I am interested in continuing my service to NAHMMA to provide on-going administrative support by 
being active in many committees – Executive, Sponsorship, Affiliations, Membership, and 
Communications. I understand the importance of making sure NAHMMA runs smoothly as a whole by 
keeping all committees synced to ensure the needs of the members and the association’s needs are 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L986SBX


met.  If elected, I promise to work hard and always in the best interest of our members.  I would 
appreciate your vote. Thank you. 
 
Julie Mitchell 

I feel I would be a good candidate for the National NAHMMA board. I have been active in the NW 
NAHMMA chapter for eight years and served as its president in 2012. In that time, I have participated in 
presenting, moderating and helping organize the NW chapter's regional conferences. I believe I can 
bring knowledge from the King County’s local hazardous waste program and organizational skills to the 
national board. I currently serve on the Policy Committee and serve on two NW chapter conference 
committees. I am interested in expanding my role in NAHMMA and help grow the organization. The 
information exchange in this organization is invaluable to meeting many agency's goals of reducing 
toxics in our environment and protection of human health. I have offered up ideas to expand 
membership locally and volunteered to participate in recruitment efforts and would like to serve in that 
same capacity on the national level. Thank you for considering my nomination. 
 
Kelby Neal 

I have been in the hazardous waste industry since 1996 working my way up from a lab pack chemist to 

now the Director of Regional Sales for Stericycle Environmental Solutions.  I joined NAHMMA in 2002 

and was elected to the board in 2006.  I have chaired the Membership Committee in the past and more 

recently the Sponsorship Committee.  I would like to continue on the board to continue chairing the 

Sponsorship Committee and help out in other areas as needed. 

Ken Pereira 

After college, I spent three years working for Phillip Services managing HHW operations in San Francisco 

and rural areas.  For the past 10 years I’ve worked in and now manage the Sacramento County’s Special 

Waste Division, where I’ve also been involved in ensuring regulatory compliance.  Since the current 

board has no members from California, I believe my inclusion would provide valuable perspective from 

this state.  My ability to think creatively and critically when solving challenges will be a great benefit to 

the team.  I am comfortable working in a team environment.  I am reliable, dependable and take my 

responsibilities seriously.  Thank you for considering my nomination. I look forward to an opportunity to 

serve on the NAHMMA board. 

Rita Perini 

I am an Environmental Scientist with Brevard County’s Solid Waste Management Department with over 

30 years’ experience in Environmental Safety and hazardous waste management. I have been a member 

of NAHMMA since 2006 and have been on the NAHMMA Florida chapter Executive board for the 

previous nine years serving as President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

I have served as an Executive NAHMA National Board member previously and currently serve as an 

Adjunct Board member. I look forward to again joining  a very dedicated and professional group of 

individuals devoted to protecting our natural resources  through the proper management of hazardous 

materials as well as proactive and sustainable  policy development .  I miss all the NAHMA PEEPS  


