
Think of it as Houston’s version of the ESPYs. 
 

A star-studded night filled with glitz, glam, tears and, as always, a few surprises. A night when 
Houston’s A-list sports figures strolled down the blue carpet and celebrated seven decades of 
the city’s rich sports history. A night when you could walk past A.J. Foyt’s Indy car and a wall of 
memories and watch George Foreman share a few laughs with legendary former Masters and 
PGA champion Jackie Burke. 
 

An amazing night that had everyone talking. 
 

Among those in the house February 6 for the second annual Houston Sports Awards presented 
by Insperity? Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles, Houston Astros third baseman Alex Bregman, 
former Heisman Trophy winner Andre Ware, NBA Hall of Famer Hakeem Olajuwon, University 
of Houston quarterback D’Eriq King, Houston Texans linebacker Whitney Mercilus, Nigerian 
Olympic bobsledder Seun Adigan, former Texan Andre Johnson, Calvin Murphy, WNBA Hall of 
Famers Cynthia Cooper and Sheryl Swoopes and Roger Clemens – to name a few.  
 

There too were the second class of the Houston Sports Hall of Fame – Burke, Foyt, Foreman and 
former Houston Oilers’ quarterback Dan Pastorini, the soul of the Luv Ya Blue Oilers of the late 
1970s. And who could miss gold-jacketed Pro Football Hall of Famers Elvin Bethea, Joe Greene, 
Robert Brazile, Curley Culp and Kenny Houston cheering as the four new Houston Sports Hall of 
Famers slipped on their white jackets? 

 

And people wondered how the Harris County – Houston Sports Authority come close to topping 
last year’s inaugural event that honored Houston’s 34s -- Earl Campbell, Olajuwon and Nolan 
Ryan – and ended with the announcement of the creation of the Houston Sports Hall of Fame 
and the first inductee class – Campbell, Olajuwon and Ryan. 
 

The HCHSA created the event to celebrate the most accomplished athletes, coaches, teams, 
contributors & moments in the Houston sports community. The televised event also serves to 
introduce the next class of Hall of Famers. 
 

With 1,100 in attendance, the 2019 event started with the Coach of the Year award to Houston 
Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni and ended with Pastorini calling up his Luv Ya Blue teammates to 
the stage and everyone joining recording artist Jack Ingram in singing the Luv Ya Blue rally song 
-  “Houston Oilers No. 1.’’ 
 

In between, the Hall of Famers all showed they could steal a few moments from the younger 
crowd, Biles beat out Rockets guard James Harden for Player of the Year, Rockets owner Tilman 
Fertitta took home the award for Executive of the Year and the 2018 NBA Western Conference 
Finals was the Event of the Year. 
 

And J.J. Watt? The Houston Texans all-everything superstar won Sportsman of the Year honors 
for the second straight year. He couldn’t make it that night, but in a video, stole the show by 



giving the award back to his presenters – three Santa Fe High School graduates who formed 
their own charitable cause (Hearts United) following last year’s tragic shooting at the school. 
 

 

Pastorini can’t go a day without someone coming up to shake his hand and thank him for those 
iconic Luv Ya Blue days that bonded a city with its NFL team. Burke, at 96, is still dispensing 
lessons on the putting green at his Champions Golf Club, a folly some said when it was built in 
the late 1950s, but a course that’s held a Ryder Cup, a U.S. Open and will host the 2020 U.S. 
Women’s Open.  
 

Foreman turned his life around one night underneath a Fifth Ward house and his ensuing 
journey has taken him to an Olympic gold medal, two World Heavyweight titles, an iconic grill 
business and preaching the gospel. And Foyt? The only driver to win the Indianapolis 500, the 
Daytona 500, the 24 Hours of Daytona and the 24 Hours of Le Mans and a four-time Indy 
winner is still active in – and impacting – racing today. 
 

If 2019 didn’t top 2018, it came pretty close. 
 

Now everyone’s wondering how the HCHSA will top the first two. 
 

Stay tuned. 
 

 

 


