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Pickleball Facts 
 

What is Pickleball? 
Pickleball is a paddle sport game invented in 1965 in Bainbridge Island, Washington at the home of then 
State Representative Joel Pritchard, who was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as 
Congressman for the State of Washington. He and two of his friends, Bill Bell and Barney McCallum, are 
said to have found their families bored one Saturday afternoon. They attempted to set up badminton, but 
no one could find the shuttlecock. They improvised with a Whiffle ball, lowered the badminton net and 
fabricated paddles of plywood from a nearby shed.  
 
Pickleball remained a well-kept secret until 2008 when the game hit the senior market and exploded. It’s 
estimated that 2.5 million people currently play pickleball. 
 
Pickleball is considered America’s fastest growing recreational sport. It is estimated that by 2018 there will 
be over 8 million players.  
 
68% of players are over the age of 60, but younger people are taking up the game rapidly. The sport is 
offered now at grade school and high school PE classes across the country.  
 
Pickleball requires far less running and strain on joints than tennis and other paddle sports. It’s easy to 
learn and play. 
 
U.S. Open Pickleball Championships 
Over 800 athletes will compete on 46 courts at East Naples Community Park in Naples, Fla. April 27 
through May 1, 2016 for prestige and $25,000 in prize money in the first-ever U.S. Open Pickleball 
Championships while over 3,000 fans descend on the area, filling hotel rooms and RV parks in advance 
of the courtside action.  
 
The youngest player registered is 12 and the oldest is 89. Registered players are 58% male, 42% female. 
 
The local favorite in the pro division is three-time national champion Kyle Yates. Yates is 21 years old and 
lives in Fort Myers, Fla. He is considered the top pickleball player in the world.  
 
The U.S. Open Pickleball Championships have entered into a three-year agreement with the Naples, 
Marco Island, Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau to host the tournament in 2016, 2017 and 
2018.  
 
The tournament is sanctioned by the USA Pickleball Association. 



 
The tournament title sponsor is Minto Communities. The destination host sponsor is the Naples, Marco 
Island, Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau. Tournament sponsor’s logos and information can be 
found on the Home Page at http://usopenpickleballchampionship.com/  
 
Charities supported by ticket proceeds at the Zing Zang Court are Pickleball For All, Macular 
Degeneration Partnership and Conine Clubhouse.  
 
Pickleball For All is a Collier County charitable organization focused on promoting an active lifestyle for all 
ages. The organization’s mission is to instill encouragement, integrity, strength of character, and a strong 
sense of self in mind, body and spirit. Pickleball For All donates pickleball equipment to local schools to 
educate young people about the importance of being active through a fun, social game.  
 
Follow the tournament on Facebook at Facebook.com/usopenpickleball. 
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