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At World War II Monument Dedication 
 
 
DUPLIN COUNTY MAN TO RECEIVE 
 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL POSTHUMOUSLY 
 
 

During the ceremony to dedicate Duplin County’s monument honoring its men who 

died in World War II, Wallace native David Stephen Williams will be presented the 

Congressional Gold Medal posthumously, with his daughter, Judy Williams Gibson, of 

Goldsboro, accepting the medal for the family on his behalf.  Williams was a Warrant 

Officer in the Civil Air Patrol, and was a Coastal Patrol pilot based at Beaufort, North 

Carolina, who was killed when his plane crashed in the Atlantic while on patrol on June 

27, 1943.  The medal will be presented by Seventh District Congressman David Rouzer 

and Colonel David E. Crawford, Commander of the Civil Air Patrol Wing in North 

Carolina.  The ceremony will be held on the Court House grounds in Kenansville, on 

Friday, November 6, at 2:00 P.M.  The public is invited and encouraged to attend.   

 

As its name implies, the Congressional Gold Medal is an award bestowed by the United 

States Congress.  The Congressional Gold Medal and the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom are the highest awards presented by the United States to civilians.  Both are 

generally considered to carry the same level of prestige, although significantly fewer 

Congressional Gold Medals have been awarded.  The primary difference between the 

two is that the Medal of Freedom is personally awarded by the President of the United 

States, and Gold Medals are awarded by Acts of Congress.  Congress may authorize 



the President to present the Gold Medal. 

 

There are no permanent statutory provisions which relate specifically to the award of 

Congressional Gold Medals.  When a Congressional Gold Medal is deemed 

appropriate, Congress, by legislative action, provides for the creation of a medal on an 

ad hoc basis.  Unlike most other medals, there is no single standard design.  Each 

Congressional Gold Medal is struck by the United States Mint specifically to 

commemorate the person and achievement for which the medal is awarded, with the 

result that each medal is different in appearance.  The Congressional Gold Medal was 

first awarded by the Second Continental Congress in 1776 to General George 

Washington.  

 

When America first entered the war after Pearl Harbor, most of its Naval power was 

concentrated in the Pacific, leaving merchant shipping in the Atlantic unprotected.  

The Germans referred to their attacks on U. S. merchant ships as a “turkey shoot.”  At 

the request of the United States Petroleum Industry War Council, coastal patrol pilots 

flew 24 million miles through August 1943 to ward off German submarine attacks on U. 

S. shipping, especially domestic oil tankers.  For 18 months, members of the Civil Air 

Patrol used their own private planes to patrol the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, hunting for 

submarines, escorting thousands of ships, and searching for survivors of German 

attacks.  The Civil Air Patrol also carried out other vital wartime domestic missions.  

 

Flying out of 21 bases located along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, from Maine to the 

southern tip of Texas, Coastal Patrol pilots spotted 173 German submarines, and 

attached 57.  They also escorted more than 5,600 convoys, and reported 17 German 

floating mines, 36 bodies, 91 ships in distress, and 363 survivors in the water.  

Sixty-five Civil Air Patrol members, including Warrant Officer Williams and 25 other 



Coastal Patrol pilots, lost their lives in the line of duty by the end of the war.  

 

In 2014, Congress authorized a gold medal to honor the Civil Air Patrol, in recognition 

and appreciation of its service in World War II.  The medal was presented in a 

ceremony held in Emancipation Hall at the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C., 

on December 10, 2014.  Speaker of the House John Boehner presented the medal to 

CAP National Commander Major General Joe Vazquez and former Congressman Lester 

Wolff, who served in CAP’s New York wing during the war.  Forty-six of the surviving 

founding members of the Civil Air Patrol were present.  More than 50 deceased CAP 

members were represented by family members.   

 

Surviving members of Warrant Officer Williams’ family had not been identified at that 

time, and were not present to receive his medal.  Williams’ daughter, Judy Williams 

Gibson, subsequently was identified, and was scheduled to accept the medal at a 

ceremony in Raleigh in December 2015.  Ellis Henry Townsend, a niece of Williams, 

has provided biographical information on him to Duplin Attorney and historian 

Charles Marshall Ingram, who is conducting the research and planning the dedication 

of the monument, which will include Warrant Officer Williams.  When she told Ingram 

about the award, he immediately contacted Congressman Rouzer and North Carolina 

Civil Air Patrol officials, to request that Williams’ medal be presented at the monument 

dedication ceremony in Kenansville, where more family members and friends of 

Williams will be able to attend.         

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
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