
PROCLAMATION 

Whereas April 26, 2022, marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Frederick Law Olmsted; 

Whereas Olmsted was an author, journalist, public official, city planner, landscape architect, and innovator who 

shaped the American landscape; 

Whereas Olmsted influenced and designed beautiful and functional landscapes, including Central Park in New York 

City and other major urban parks and park systems, the United States Capitol Grounds, several State 

capitals, estates, college campuses, and recreation areas; 

Whereas Olmsted is remembered as the premier landscape architect in the United States during the 19th century 

and is considered to be the founder of landscape architecture in the United States; 

Whereas Olmsted was one of the first individuals to promote the idea of national parks in his 1865 Yosemite 

Report; 

Whereas Olmsted believed that thoughtful landscape designs promote community, advance democracy, provide 

recreational opportunities in urban environments, nurture and invigorate public health, and encourage the 

develop- ment of livable communities; 

Whereas Olmsted’s sons, associates, and successor firms carried out his philosophy and designs well into the 20th 

century, including establishing the American Society of Landscape Architects, leaving a tremendous legacy of 

historic landscapes that continues to benefit the people of the United States and visitors throughout the 

world; 

Whereas Olmsted inspired the development of large parks and park systems for public benefit in urban areas,  

creating a legacy of parks that are a singular feature of the urban experience; and 

Whereas there is ample evidence that New Jersey hosts a preponderance of Olmsted and Olmsted Brothers Firm 

landscapes that have shaped our environment and the formed the basis for modern regional park systems, such as 

the Essex County and Union County parks systems and parks of exceptional beauty and enduring community 

engagement; and 

Whereas Olmsted’s landscape designs play a vital role in the enrichment of our Garden State across the country and 

contribute to the quality of life in hundreds of communities across the country; and  

Whereas New Jersey governors have consistently proclaimed April as Landscape Architecture Month in New 

Jersey since 1985, it is fitting and correct to take special note of the profession at this important anniversary 

with special recognition of Frederick Law Olmsted, Father of American Landscape Architecture, and his 

influence in the evolution of landscape architecture in New Jersey. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Philip Dunton Murphy, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim: 

APRIL, 2022 

AS 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MONTH IN NEW JERSEY  

With special recognition of  

Frederick Law Olmsted, Father of American Landscape Architecture  

on the 200th Anniversary of His Birth. 

To commend the significant positive impact to the landscapes of the Garden State that landscape architects 

provide daily, enriching our State’s history and future. 

GIVEN, under my hand and the Great 

Seal of the State of New Jersey, this 

twenty-sixth day of April in the year of 

Our Lord two thousand twentytwo and 

in the two hundred and forty-sixth year 

of the Independence of the United States 


