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Request for Qualifications 
Stormwater Engineering, Legal, Planning and Design Services 

Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure project 
Deadline for receipt of qualifications:  Feb. 10, 2016, 5:00 p.m. 

A. PURPOSE 

 

New Jersey Future seeks to secure innovative consulting expertise in the fields of engineering, law, 

planning and design (landscape architecture and architecture) as relates to municipal stormwater best 

management practices – specifically green infrastructure.  Consultants will assist New Jersey Future staff 

in meeting specific objectives of a two-year initiative called Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure.  The 

initiative has three components: assisting municipalities, assisting developers and their design 

professionals, and advancing two pilot green infrastructure projects.  New Jersey Future staff will work 

with consultants selected through this RFQ process to refine specific tasks and deliverables and execute 

the work.  New Jersey Future anticipates working with a number of different consultants on this project. 

B. SCOPE OF WORK 

 

So that consultants may understand more clearly the type of work they will be asked to do, the 

following scope of work for the Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure initiative is provided. 

I. Municipal assistance, including ordinance work 

 Work with the Highlands Council and Pinelands Commission to craft stormwater ordinance 

language that any town within their jurisdictions could adopt to improve water quality and 

expand the use of green infrastructure. 

 Work with five municipalities to adopt a stormwater ordinance.   

 Work with three pilot towns (which may be the same as the stormwater ordinance towns 

mentioned above), located in the Highlands and Kirkwood-Cohansey cluster areas as defined by 

the William Penn Foundation (see map, p. 6), to embrace and implement green stormwater 

infrastructure practices.  This work will include recommending municipal incentives, changes to 

policy and procedures, and amendments to municipal stormwater and land-use ordinances. 

 

 

 

http://www.njfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/NJ_Clusters_Pinelands_Highlands-1.pdf
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II. Project-related work 

 Work with developers and their design professionals to deepen their understanding of green 

infrastructure and its impacts on the bottom line, and advance its implementation statewide.  

 Help New Jersey Future staff to identify and evaluate projects – one municipal and one private-

sector – that could serve as demonstration projects to show innovative, impressive, effective 

use of green infrastructure.  

III. Workshops and communications 

 Conduct workshops to educate and/or train elected and appointed officials, consulting 

engineers and planners, municipal employees and the general public. 

 Prepare materials that advance the understanding of green infrastructure including a 

developers’ Green Infrastructure Guide and a green infrastructure project inventory. 

 

C. BACKGROUND 

 

New Jersey Future is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that brings together concerned citizens and 

leaders to promote responsible land-use policies. The organization employs original research, analysis 

and advocacy to build coalitions and drive land-use policies that help revitalize cities and towns, protect 

natural lands and farms, provide more transportation choices beyond cars, expand access to safe and 

affordable neighborhoods and fuel a prosperous economy. More recently, New Jersey Future has 

expanded its work to include local engagement and implementation, most notably in Sandy-affected 

communities. 

 

This is an opportunity to assist New Jersey Future in improving water quality by making the use of green 

stormwater infrastructure a mainstream practice in growth and redevelopment areas across the 

Delaware River watershed in New Jersey.  To accomplish this, New Jersey Future is using a combination 

of municipal and developer education, hands-on technical support, high-profile demonstration projects 

and the promotion of case studies, new tools and techniques and best practices.  New Jersey Future’s 

Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure program is funded by a grant from the William Penn Foundation as 

part of its Delaware River Watershed Initiative.   

 

New Jersey Future’s work with municipalities and on demonstration projects will happen within two 

sub-watershed areas:  

 the Highlands cluster area in northwest New Jersey, which includes part of the state-designated 

Highlands and extends west towards the Delaware River, and  

 the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer cluster area in southern New Jersey, which includes virtually all 

of the state-designated Pinelands, and extends further south to include much of the Cape May 

peninsula and west to include most of Cumberland and Salem counties. 

Click here for a map that shows these sub-watershed areas as well as the New Jersey Highlands and 

Pinelands regions. 

 

New Jersey Future’s work with developers and their design professionals is not limited to the above-

described sub-watershed areas.  New Jersey Future is partnering with the New Jersey Builders 

Association to form a leadership group whose role is to provide insight and momentum to the process of 

http://www.njfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/NJ_Clusters_Pinelands_Highlands-1.pdf
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mainstreaming green infrastructure in private-sector development projects.  In addition to NJBA 

members, the Leadership Group will include representatives from NAIOP, Community Associations 

Institute (CAI), municipal engineers, landscape architects, U.S. Green Building Council and Rutgers 

University. 

 

To assist us in this work, we are assembling a technical assistance team including experts in the areas of 

stormwater engineering, law, planning and design (the four subjects of this RFQ) as well as finance and 

marketing.  

 

D. SPECIFIC WORK AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

The engineers, planners, attorneys, landscape architects and architects engaged in this project will be on 

retainer to New Jersey Future based on an hourly fee, working directly with the program manager and 

planning and policy associate.  Expectations for this project include advising New Jersey Future staff and 

providing the following types of services:  

 Reviewing municipal ordinances and drafting ordinance language 

 Preparing and delivering workshop presentations for audiences including local officials, citizens, 

and professionals 

 Providing written critiques and/or evaluations of potential demonstration projects 

 Attending meetings in pilot towns 

 Attending meetings with Highlands Council and Pinelands Commission staff 

 Attending meetings with the Leadership Group of developers and design professionals 

 Assisting in the production and/or review of technical reports and case studies. 

 

New Jersey Future will ask for in-person meetings with the consultants at its Trenton office an average 

of once a month.  Between meetings, consultants are expected to be available by phone and email. 

 

E. PROJECT SCHEDULE 

 

The almost two-year project will run approximately from February 2016 through September 2017.  The 

schedule items below are meant to convey the kinds of work the consultants will be expected to 

perform, budget permitting, and are subject to revision.   

 

 March/April 2016 

o Deliver presentations at two workshops in the Highlands sub-watershed area: one for 

engineers and one for local elected and appointed officials. 

o Deliver presentation at one workshop in the Kirkwood-Cohansey sub-watershed area. 

o Help New Jersey Future review Highlands Council model stormwater ordinance 

provisions. 

o Support New Jersey Future in working with the Pinelands Commission on desired 

additions to the municipal stormwater ordinances and zoning ordinances. 

o Work with the leadership group of developers and design professionals. Begin to review 

performance standards, best practices and obstacles to implementation. Review case 



4 
 

studies submitted as model projects to help ensure that all are suitable model projects 

and that they reflect performance standards achieved and insight into project 

economics.  (Ongoing through the project period.) 

o Provide technical assistance with five towns in the targeted sub-watershed areas to help 

them pass stormwater ordinances. 

 

 May/June/July/August 2016 

o Meet and begin working with three pilot towns to help build understanding and 

enthusiasm for green infrastructure and begin to explore how they can advance it.  Help 

pilot towns adopt and implement performance zoning standards, a model stormwater 

ordinance and enhanced project review processes.  (Ongoing through the project 

period.) 

o Complete assistance to five towns to help them adopt a model stormwater ordinance. 

o Advise and assist the developers’ leadership group on performance standards, best 

practices and obstacles to implementation.  (Ongoing through the project period.) 

o Help develop demonstration project guidelines and selection criteria. 

 

 September/October/November 2016 

o Assist with creation of a developers' Green Infrastructure Guide that includes an 

introduction to green infrastructure, its financial implications and guidance on existing 

green infrastructure rating systems. 

o Assist with review and evaluation of demonstration projects. 

 

 December 2016/January/February 2017 

o Continue to advise on Developers Green Infrastructure Guide. 

o Assist with identifying and preparing the engineering and specifications for one local 

project in each of the pilot towns. 

 

 March/April/May 2017 

o Work with demonstration project partners and New Jersey Future’s consulting design 

and finance team to develop final plans that employ innovation and demonstrate 

technical, financial and regulatory feasibility. 

 

 June/July/August/September 2017 

o Assist New Jersey Future staff as they complete a green infrastructure inventory of 

exemplary projects, including performance standards achieved and insight into project 

economics. 

 

F. SCHEDULE FOR SELECTION OF CONSULTANT   

1. Request for Qualifications Released: January 27, 2016 

2. Deadline for receipt of qualifications: Feb. 10, 2016, 5:00 p.m. 

3. Availability for possible in-person interview: Feb. 11 - 25. 

4. Consultant notified of selection: by Monday, Feb. 29. 
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5. Work will commence immediately, subject to consultant’s schedule. 

 

G. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

Proposal specifications 

All proposals should include: 

 A basic statement of qualifications, including experience, background, credentials, skills and 

degree of expertise in the specific areas outlined in this RFQ. 

 Resumes of individuals on the project team and the role(s) they would play. 

 At least two references that address applicant’s successful relevant experience. 

 A description of relevant work experience, including at least two sample projects. 

 Hourly rate schedule for each team member to perform this work.  If feasible, a statement 

describing flexibility in the rate schedule should be included, given the nonprofit nature of this 

work. 

 

The proposal should be submitted via email to Louise Wilson, New Jersey Future, by Feb. 10, 2016 at 

5:00 p.m.   

 

Questions:  Please contact Louise Wilson, 609-393-0008 x109, with any questions or requests for more 

information.   

 

This request for proposals does not commit New Jersey Future to engaging the services of any firm for 

any of the items either within or outside the outlined scope of work. 

 

H. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

Consultants will be selected based on the following criteria: 

 Commitment to and experience with innovative green infrastructure solutions 

 Experience with the specific work products identified in this RFQ 

 Desire to be part of a transformational initiative and willingness to go the extra mile 

 Availability and flexibility of key staff that will be performing this work 

 Ability to identify and leverage a network of resources to advance the initiative 

 Proven capacity to deliver services on time and on budget 

 Pricing concessions for the nonprofit nature of this work will be considered 
 

I. INFORMATION RESOURCES  

 

The prospective applicant may find these resources useful background when responding to this RFQ: 

 Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure program fact sheet 

 Map showing Highlands and Kirkwood Cohansey Aquifer sub-watershed areas 

 New Jersey Future web site 

 

 

 

mailto:lwilson@njfuture.org
mailto:lwilson@njfuture.org
http://www.njfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Mainstreaming-Green-Infrastructure-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.njfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/NJ_Clusters_Pinelands_Highlands-1.pdf
http://www.njfuture.org/
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