
Dear Colleagues, 
  
As summer begins, I draw your attention to several NSF solicitations and Dear Colleague 

Letters.  Please note that the appropriate contact person for each of the programs is included 

within the documentation accessed via the links provided. 
  

(1)   Centers for Chemical Innovation (CCI) 
  
For the first time in a number of years, there is a solicitation for Phase 1 proposals for Centers for 

Chemical Innovation (CCI). Program   The CCI Program supports research centers focused on 

major, long-term fundamental chemical research challenges, and CCI’s that address these 

challenges will produce transformative research, lead to innovation, and attract broad scientific 

and public interest.  Support for at least four Phase 1 CCI’s is planned.   CCI Phase 1 awards are 

for three years, and up to $600,000/year.   Near the end of the three-year period, Phase 1 CCI’s 

may compete to have a Phase 2 Center, with a possibility of renewal, pending availability of 

funds and submission of sufficient quality proposals.  Phase 2 Center support can be up to 

$4,000,000/year for five years, totaling $20,000,000. 
  
The deadline for the required preliminary proposals for the Phase 1 solicitation is September 

15, 2016, and invited full proposals for Phase 1 are due on March 14, 2017.   More information 

including the program contact can be found at the following site: 
  
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16568/nsf16568.pdf 
  

(2)   Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy and water Systems (INFEWS) 

Funding Opportunity on Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Water 
 

Through this Dear Colleague Letter,  NSF aims to focus on advancing knowledge of the nitrogen 

and phosphorus cycles, the production and use of fertilizers for food production, and the 

detection, separation, and reclamation/recycling of nitrogen and phosphorus-containing species 

in and from complex aqueous environments.   This DCL is issued by the Divisions of Chemistry 

(CHE) and Materials Research (DMR) in the Directorate for Mathematical and Physical Sciences 

and the Division of Chemical, Bioengineering, Environmental and Transport Systems (CBET) in 

the Directorate for Engineering. 
  

https://www.nsf.gov/mps/che/INFEWS_DCL_NPH2O.pdf 
  

(3)   Sustainable Chemistry, Engineering, and Materials (SusChEM) Funding 

Opportunity 
  
This initiative addresses the interrelated challenges of sustainable supply, engineering, 

production, and use of chemicals and materials.  Several examples of fundamental research 

topics of interest include the replacement of rare, expensive, and/or toxic chemicals with earth-

abundant, inexpensive chemicals, recycling of chemicals that cannot be replaced, elimination of 

waste products and enhancements in efficiencies of chemical reactions and processes; discovery 
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of new separation science that will facilitate recycling and production of valuable 

chemicals.  Further details are provided in a Dear Colleague Letter than can be found at: 
  
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16093/nsf16093.pdf  
  
  
We wish you a productive, enjoyable summer! 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Angela K. Wilson 
Division Director 
Division of Chemistry 
National Science Foundation 
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