 
National Pawnbrokers Association – Pending Legislation 
 
 
Due to the urgency of proposed federal legislation and the potential negative impact on the pawn industry, various parties have taken it upon themselves to alert the public, media and government officials of the unintended consequences of these bills.  The NPA is attempting to coordinate the efforts of all interested parties in order to present a focused and coordinated effort which best serves the interests of our industry. 
 
It would be greatly appreciated if all media requests, as well as inquiries regarding current or future legislation, involving the pawn industry were referred to the NPA so we may coordinate interviews and keep messaging on track.  With that in mind, Talking Points and a Media Statement are available on the NPA website, www.nationalpawnbrokers.org. 
  
We understand that a number of media outlets were recently informed of the legislation through press releases from the originators of www.savemypawnshop.com.  It should be noted that this site was NOT formed by the NPA.  Although well intentioned, it would be best if the site’s messaging avoided an inflammatory tone to inform Members of Congress about the concerns of pawnbrokers and their customers.  The NPA has offered to coordinate with the site’s originators regarding its messaging, but thus far, our offers have not been accepted. 

Instead of using the petition promoted by savemypawnshop.com, the NPA asks pawnbrokers to use the NPA petition which will be made available later today.  It is important for pawnbrokers to know that congress is not specifically attacking the pawn industry although we are covered by the legislation.  Our goal is to positively educate Congress about the unique qualities of the pawn industry; and efforts to harshly or inaccurately criticize certain Members of Congress cannot be endorsed by the NPA.  In fact, such efforts may have serious negative consequences for our industry.  The NPA is a professional trade organization and will maintain a professional and productive tone while working through the issues before us. 

For any questions, please call the NPA Office at 817-337-8830 or info@nationalpawnbrokers.org   
