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RVD2015-03 (27 August 2015)     

 

Dear Dr. Aucoin: 

 

 I am writing on behalf of the Canadian Pest Management Association (CPMA) to express our 

strong support for the Notice of Objection filed on October 26, 2015, by the Phosphine Producers 

Association (PPA) concerning the Re-evaluation Decision for Aluminum/Magnesium Phosphide and 

Phosphine Gas issued by the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) on August 27, 2015.  CPMA 

does not believe that the large buffer zones that PMRA plans to impose for phosphine gas and phosphine 

fumigants are necessary to protect human health or supported by a sound scientific rationale.  Moreover, 

CPMA is concerned that PMRA has not adequately considered the severe disruption of production, storage, 

and marketing of grain and processed foods, and the adverse impact on the Canadian economy that will 

occur in the event it is not practical to continue fumigation with phosphine at the facilities where it is 

presently used.  CPMA urges PMRA to consider carefully these adverse economic consequences before 

proceeding to implement this decision. 

 

 CPMA also urges PMRA to grant the request by PPA to extend the objection period for this 

decision by 120 days to allow PPA and others to submit additional scientific data.  It is our understanding 

that PPA will be submitting factual information on the proximity of workers and bystanders to existing 

fumigation structures, as well as extensive air monitoring data that PPA has been collecting as part of the 

registration review of phosphine, aluminum phosphide, and magnesium phosphide by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency.  CPMA also supports the request by PPA that PMRA stay its decision 

until these new scientific data can be analyzed by PMRA.  In our view, this is just a prudent precaution 

given the potential economic consequences of this decision. 

 

 CPMA urges PMRA to consider carefully the scientific issues and practical concerns raised by the 

PPA objections, and to avoid premature regulatory action that will likely have devastating consequences 

for important sectors of the Canadian economy.  CPMA asks that you address this matter promptly to 

minimize the potential disruptive impact of this decision.  Thank you for your attention to this important 

matter. 

 

      Sincerely,  

 

 

 

      Dominique M. Stumpf 

      Executive Director 

      Canadian Pest Management Association 
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