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TMAC members have been busily writing on both the Annual Report and the Future 
Conditions Report (both due in October) since our last physical meeting in early 
May.  The majority of the two-day meeting at NOAA offices in Silver Springs, MD was 
spent commenting on, discussing, and revising outlines of chapters in both reports.  
Over the prior two weeks we had all reviewed the outlines for both documents 
(approximately 180 pages of outlines and text) to prepare for fuller discussion in 
person. 
 
The vast majority of this physical meeting was spent going through the outlines for 
both reports, one chapter at a time, discussing the content and the possible 
recommendations that could be developed for each report that would then need to 
be approved by TMAC consensus. (A lot of wordsmithing will be involved in this 
aspect to be sure we can all agree on both concept and presentation of 
recommendations.) Reorganizing material for better flow and better support of 
concepts means that the report should be more concise.  It also means that some of 
us (like me) will be writing a lot more material than we already have for each of the 
two deadlines between now and the next meeting.   
 
On Tuesday afternoon we heard from March Runner, the Tribal Administrator for 
Louden Tribal Council (Alaska).  Her message transcended the specific problematic 
communication examples she presented, and is universally applicable.  She 
discussed the dilemmas caused by federal agencies disagreeing with each other (in 
this instance, about what predicted flood levels should be), not speaking to each 
other or heeding local experiences about flooding, and not clearly communicating to 
the individuals affected.  Ms. March stressed the need for awareness of the intended 
audience’s level of understanding, using terms comprehended.  Regarding flooding, 
acknowledge that local conditions include differences in temperatures, in the kinds 
of water bodies and soils, and where flood-borne debris accumulates to cause 
additional problems. Communication is imperative, but can seem difficult due to 
cultural differences.  Particularly in her tribal experiences, many people are open 
when speaking one on one but will not challenge or question perceived authority in 
group situations like public hearings. What people most want: slow down, don’t 
rush, wait and be patient especially with elders who are thinking about their 
responses. If asking questions and no one is responding, go up to someone you 
know and ask directly (people often don’t want to be first to say something in 
public).  Remember that outreach and communication is a significant component in 
risk management. For example: Alaska has been the site of Native American homes 
for 14,000 years, so people have a long history in their way of life and will not leave 
floodprone areas simply because of external floodplain management policy. 
 
TMAC’s next physical meeting will be held in Reston, VA at the USGS offices on 
August 4, and 5, 2015.  At that meeting we will be focusing on our agreed-upon 
recommendations and their supporting narratives.  This will be followed by one 



virtual (phone) meeting on August 17 and another September 9 to continue 
checking that appropriate supporting material and background are supplied and 
that the writing is clear and complete (and grammatically correct). We do not yet 
have a date or location for the physical meeting to be held in October, during which 
the final versions of both reports must be approved and outlines for the 2016 
Annual Report recommendations begun. Next year we will have only one report 
rather than two, as the one-time Future Conditions report was given a one-year 
timeline by the Biggert-Waters Act of 2012. 
 
As always, look for TMAC announcements and information on FEMA’s website at 
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-flood-hazard-
mapping/technical-mapping-advisory-council  
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