
 
 

 

 

A. Lincoln’s National Museum of Surveying 

Through the graces of Tara McClellan 

McAndrew, community actors and 

actresses, fine volunteers, and 

supporters of the museum, 2011 felt a 

whole like 1860.  

As a fundraising idea for the museum, 

Tara created an interactive 

reenactment of Lincoln’s election night 

in Springfield. Using accounts of the 

night, campaign songs, election results, 

and period gossip, the actors created 

the ambience and tension of Springfield 

on the night of a watershed moment in 

American history. 

Supporters of the museum celebrated Lincoln’s Election as if it was 1860!  

 

Holiday Walks 
 
On December 7, 8, 14, and 21, the 

museum is participating in the 

Downtown Springfield’s Holiday Walk.  

The museum is participating in the 

event in multiple ways. We are the site 

for the Central Illinois Foodbank canned 

good drive. Donors will receive a dollar 

off coupon for the museum. 

The museum is offering craft activities 

and coloring activities for children. We 

will put their creations on the Sphere 

through scanning. 

On December 14, the museum is hosting 

the National Guard’s Engagement Skills 

 
Museum Highlights: 

 2011 Springfield Mayor’s 
Award 

 Sustained Membership Drive 

 Brightspark Booking Tours 

 Fundraiser 

 GIS Lab 
 

 

When Lincoln walked in, the entire 

room felt the joy and the tingling 

feeling of not only witnessing history, 

but participating in it as well.  

Amazingly, everyone seemed to forget 

the future and reveled in this glorious 

night.  

The museum looks forward to recreating 

this event for tourists as part of the 

History Comes Alive event. While we 

thank everyone who showed up, special 

thanks goes to the two who came from 

Minnesota.  

 

Tester. Through realistic scenarios, 

virtual weapons, and an interactive 

world, adults and supervised teenagers 

can test their mettle and their reaction 

time.  

The museum is a drop-off site for the 

Friend in Deed book drive. The book 

drive is for children’s books age 0-12. In 

addition, we hope to recruit some 

volunteers for them, as they have to 

sort and distribute all these books.  

In December, the museum will host the 

local American Red Cross’s Disaster 

Action Team Holiday party.  

Special Holiday Events: 
 Holiday Walks 

 Friend in Deed 
Book Drive 

 Holiday Crafts 

 Canned Food Drive 

 American Red Cross 
DAT Holiday Party 

 

    

Fritz Klein, as A. Lincoln, receives an 

update about the election results  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NMoS’s Capitol View Room  

Lincoln’s Election Fundraiser  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

When the mayor and a group of your 

peers recognize you, it is always a big 

deal. Yet nothing is more rewarding 

than being the recipient of the 2011 

Springfield Mayor’s Preservation 

Award for Educational Efforts that 

Advance the Preservation and 

Understanding of Our Historic 

Heritage.  

To be recognized for achieving your 

mission by your peers is an amazing 

feeling. As everyone except me, the 

Assistant Director, is a volunteer, I 

have to thank all of our volunteers 

who have assisted in the development 

of this museum. This award is for you. 

 

Mayor’s Award     Party Central 
 

A recent school almost missed their 
tour. One site in particular went over 
its time by two hours. Through the 
fight of their tour guide and an half an 
hour gap, the school decided to try us. 
The teachers left amazed and happy 
they did not miss this. This is our 
usual reaction. We even got a thank 
you card from the Tea Leaf Club a few 
weeks back stating the same thing. 
We get “we didn’t want to come, but 
WOW” all the time.  

While we appreciate the reaction, we 
are still trying to make it “we came 
because we heard WOW.” More and 
more, we keep getting that. In fact, 
as I am writing this, a group came 
because they heard they needed to 
see this.   

We have invited all the historic sites 
for free, and they are our usual WOW 
spreaders. We ask everyone to spread 

Education & Tour News 
 

The museum has hit the rubber chicken 

circuit. We have presentations on early 

Illinois surveying, Lincoln the Surveyor, 

the museum, GPS, and basic surveying. We 

have spoke at volunteer meetings, 

historical symposiums, celebrations, Boy 

Scouts, and many more. Just call us to 

book us, we are own agents.  

Speaking Engagements    
 

Get in the LOOP! The museum is 

focusing on the ever moving Earth and 

taking her pulse! 

 

Christmas on the Sphere!  
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 The museum’s reception room and 

Sphere room has become party central 

the past few months.  

In the Science on a Sphere room, we 

have hosted breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner meetings for Rotary Club, 

Optimus Club, Citizens Club, ISPE, Sister 

Cities, and so many more clubs. For five 

dollars, your club can have their 

meeting, cater your food, and get a 

show on the Sphere.   

For more formal events, the ISBA and 

the ICFA used our fundraising room and 

museum for their receptions. We were 

more than pleased with the response.  

the word, as this is our main form of 
branding. 

To get more schools we are trying to 
expand our base. A volunteer, Jenni 
Dahl, is creating a GIS computer lab to 
offer activities for the common tourists, 
student clubs, and teachers. To further 
develop our GIS component, a UIS 
graduate intern will develop GIS maps.   

We have offered teachers a sneak peek 
for free. The ISTA sent out numerous 
notices about us. We have the help of 
the wonderful people of Brightspark 
serving as our educational agents. The 
Illinois State Historical Society 
constantly includes us in their 
publications, which we thank them. If 
you aren’t a member, you need to be.   

Through workshops and our website, we 
help show teachers how they can 
customize the Sphere and the museum 
for their curriculum.  

We invite conferences down. At the FGS 
conference, we had speakers plug us.  

The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts utilize us 
for their merit badge programs.  

Eventually our brand will cement itself, 
and we will see those WOWs turn into 
school groups and our target audience 
of ten percent of the downtown 
tourists.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

What a year of filming we’ve had:  

Illinois Stories by WSEC 

Illinois Central by WICS 

Heartland Highways by WEIU.  

Then there is our film produced by Dean 

Williams and the Central Illinois Film 

Commission. Days of shooting and 

editing were donated to make a six-

minute overview of the museum.  

Expect it by year’s end.  

 

The museum is maturing. The front windows are 

undergoing a redesign to entice visitors. ACE Sign 

Company, who did the mural, will do the graphics. 

The museum is working on weekly historical 

surveying speaking programs.  

The museum is developing a detailed military 

surveyor exhibit.   

The museum hopes to have a Lincoln the Surveyor 

walking downtown next summer. 

By next spring, the museum will have a more 

detailed educational plan with hands on surveying 

activities, mapmaking activities, extended science 

activities, sleep ins, merit badge programs,  

Saturday Academies, and more! 

  

 

Future  
 

Catch us on TV 
 National Museum of 

Surveying 
521 East Washington  
Springfield, IL 62701 
 
Phone: 
(217)523-3130 
 
E-Mail: 
mattparbs@sbcglobal.net 

We’re on the Web!  
 
Visit us at: 
www.surveyingmuseum.org/ 

 

National Museum of 
Surveying  
521 E. Washington 
Springfield, IL 62701 
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