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Federal and State Agencies Urged to Improve Data for Emergencies 
 
ANNAPOLIS, MD – At a panel session on Tuesday at the Midyear Meeting of the National 
States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC), former Wyoming Governor James Geringer 
highlighted a new report that indicates the poor condition of the nation’s information about 
our infrastructure.  The Coalition of Geospatial Organizations’ (COGO) Report Card on the 
U.S. National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) was released on February 6, 2015.  The 
Report Card describes the condition of the nation’s information about roads, water, land, 
air, bridges, dams, topography, and more.   
 
A February 23, 2015 story on the Today Show on NBC took note of the poor condition of 
this information, in the first of a series of reports they will air that clearly points to the 
impact of poor data on emergency response.  A similar story appeared in USA Today on 
February 23, 2015.  Both stories illustrated the case of a woman in Atlanta who died when 
911 couldn’t find her in time.  Unfortunately, this outcome is not as rare as one would hope.  
Although some of the blame can be placed on outdated technology, much of the problem is 
a result of poor information, which is underlined by the NSDI Report Card.  The Report 
Card encourages government agencies to improve the national spatial data infrastructure 
to better support efficient government operations, especially emergency response, at all 
levels. 
 
Geringer, Chair of the Expert Panel that drafted the Report Card for COGO stated, “Multiple 
data themes from the NSDI are needed to enable emergency response and other 
government functions, including transportation, land ownership, addresses, surface water, 
and government boundaries. Federal agencies charged with stewardship of this data face 
serious authority and funding challenges.  Local, State, tribal, academic and private 
partners are very important to developing nationwide coverage of this data.  Budgetary 
and leadership investments must be made and the data must be regularly maintained to be 
effective for emergency response and all the other uses.” 
 
Another member of the Expert Panel that drafted the Report Card, John Moeller, former 
Executive Director of the Federal Geographic Data Committee located within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, participated in the session with former Governor Geringer.  
Moeller said, “There haven’t been any effective means of measuring progress on this data.  
The Report Card effort is intended to provide a means of measurement.  COGO wanted to 
bring attention to the need for current and accurate geospatial data for the United States.”



 

Geringer went on to say, “We need a plan to develop the data at a nationwide level.  That 
plan will take more than a federal structure, because the data has to come from locals, 
states, tribes, and the private sector.  There must be state, local, tribal and private sector 
participation.  He added, “This is not a report card on federal agencies, it’s a report card on 
the status of the national spatial data infrastructure.” 
 
The nation’s roads, bridges, dams, power lines, pipelines, telecommunications network, and 
all the rest of our physical infrastructure is constantly in need of maintenance.  The data 
about that infrastructure is essential to ensure that the maintenance is done with the most 
efficient use of funds. That information must be accurate and up-to-date. 
 
Many other essential activities rely on the same geospatial information about the nation’s 
infrastructure, including: getting police, fire trucks and ambulances to emergencies faster, 
helping evacuate people in the path of natural disasters, addressing public health and 
environmental issues, creating jobs, providing health care, planning the locations of 
schools, clinics, or businesses, managing traffic flow, and much more. 
 
Shelby Johnson, President of the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) 
commented after the panel session that “For several years our organization has been 
focused on strengthening state spatial data infrastructures. We know the states have an 
important role to play and we are trying to do our part to improve the grade, but it will take 
more than just the states. We can't do it alone." 
 
The COGO member organizations, including NSGIC, represent approximately 170,000 
professionals who develop and use spatial information about the nation’s physical 
infrastructure. The Coalition is delivering this assessment to help Congress, the 
Administration, Federal agency executives, and others understand the importance of 
geospatial data to the nation, as well as shortcomings of the NSDI. The member 
organizations want to engage Congress and Federal agencies to discuss and identify 
common sense improvements that will lead to a more robust NSDI.  
 
You can find the Report Card on the U.S. National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) at 
http://cogo.pro/ 
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