
Thomas Michael Besch, P.S. 
 
T. Michael Besch, P.S. held the distinction of Professor Emeritus in honor of his 
years of service as a Professor and Program Director of Surveying, Mapping and 
GIS Technology at the University of Akron. He instructed the full range of 
surveying and mapping courses from basic to advanced surveying. He also was 
registered as a Professional Surveyor in the State of Ohio (PS-8056). Mike 
displayed determination, one of his strongest traits, in the 1990’s when the 
surveying program was in danger of elimination. Mike rallied the support of 
surveying professionals, convincing the university to not only keep the surveying 
and mapping program alive, but to support its growth in the ensuing years. This 
strategy proved to be very beneficial for the surveying profession and particularly 
for the state of Ohio. In addition to redesigning the associate degree program in 
land surveying, Mike is responsible for the creation of a bachelor degree program 
in surveying and mapping and an associate degree program in geographic 
information systems. Mr. Besch spearheaded the successful effort to obtain 
ABET accreditation of the Surveying and Mapping program – a continuing 
recognition of educational excellence. Recently, Mike was honored by receiving 
the Earle J. Fennel award, a national award for distinguished educational 
contributions to the surveying and mapping profession. 
  
Through this foundation and Mike's passion for educating, hundreds of students 
have successfully completed their undergraduate studies. As a further testament 
to the impact of Mike's influence throughout their education, many former 
students have taken on active leadership roles in professional surveying and 
mapping societies. As you might expect in the legacy of an outstanding educator, 
Mike inspired others to value education in such a way that many former students 
are now “paying it forward” by teaching surveying and mapping courses through 
community and technical colleges, or by mentoring younger surveyors in the 
working world.  
   
Mr. Besch was a retired US Army CW4 (Geodetic and Topographic Surveyor as 
well as Terrain Analyst) with over 28 years of worldwide surveying and mapping 
experiences in Mapping, Charting and Geodesy operations. His military 
assignments took him from the jungles of SE Asia to the deserts of SW Asia. He 
served in US Army Topographic Battalions as well as Joint assignments with the 
Defense Mapping Agency and School.      
 
Mr. Besch earned a BS in Management and Technology (Surveying) from the 
University of Maryland and an MA degree in Geography/Cartography from the 
University of Akron. He also held the position of Master Instructor at the Defense 
Mapping School and served many years on the Board of Governors (State of 
Ohio representative) of the National Society of Professional Surveyors. During 
Spring break 2010 he led a trip to Egypt to visit sites important to surveyors.  
 



Through the years, he tirelessly fought to impress upon surveyors the value of 
education in our field and has made the profession much more visible by 
educating the public through reenactments and demonstrations all around the 
United States. Mike was a regular contributor at NSPS, PLSO and related society 
meetings, conferences and seminars.   
 
Along with his wife Ann M. Besch, P.S., Mr. Besch was an enthusiastic 
participant in the Surveyors Historical Society. Together they enjoyed attending 
the annual SHS Surveyors Rendezvous, and hosted several of the events over 
the years.   
 
One of Mike's important contributions was in raising public awareness of the 
value of surveying and mapping. Promotion of the profession of surveying was a 
life-long passion, as he spent tireless hours visiting high schools discussing 
surveying, recruiting students, and nurturing future surveyors. Viewed as an 
inspiration and mentor to countless surveying professionals throughout Ohio, the 
nation, and around the world, Mr. Besch’s enthusiasm for the profession he loved 
will continue to be felt for many years to come.   
 


