
Coalition of Geospatial Organizations Seeks to Address Concerns with Geospatial Data Act of 2017 

The Coalition of Geospatial Organizations met in San Diego at the annual Esri User Conference on July 

11, 2017.  The Coalition member organizations spent several hours discussing the concerns that have 

been expressed by some organizations in the geospatial community regarding the Geospatial Data Act, 

S.1253. 

The Coalition agreed on a process to address those concerns.  A Geospatial Data Act (GDA) work group 

was formed that currently consists of representatives from: 

URISA – Urban Regional Information Systems Association 
ASCE – American Society of Civil Engineers 
NSPS – National Society of Professional Surveyors 
AAG – American Association of Geographers 
GLIS – Geographic and Land Information Society 
USGIF – United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation 
ASPRS – American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
NSGIC – National States Geographic Information Council 
 

The GDA work group will work together over the next two months to agree on modifications to S.1253 

that will address the concerns of the geospatial community.  The Coalition has requested, and Senator 

Hatch and the other co-sponsors have agreed, to hold the bill in Committee until the work group returns 

with proposed, agreed upon changes by October 1.  The work group plans to communicate our ideas for 

possible changes regularly to the broader community of organizations and individuals, and seek 

feedback on those possible changes.  

 

Since its inception, the members of the Coalition have recognized a need for proper guidance and 

authority to realize the vision of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) concepts that were first 

laid out in Executive Order 12906. Without stronger governance, all sectors cannot build the NSDI as it 

was originally envisioned.  The COGO organizations believe that the GDA can provide needed 

Congressional oversight.  We are confident that an agreement can be made to provide language the 

entire community can agree upon. 

 

COGO is a coalition of 13 national professional societies, trade associations, and membership 

organizations in the geospatial field, representing more than 170,000 individual geospatial practitioners. 

The stakeholder groups that make up COGO speak with one voice on geospatial data and policy issues 

whenever possible. COGO only takes public policy positions with a unanimous vote of its member 

organizations. 

 

Member Organizations 

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 
American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS) 
Association of American Geographers (AAG) 

Cartography and Geographic Information Society (CAGIS) 

Geographic and Land Information Society (GLIS)  

GIS Certification Institute (GISCI) 
International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO)  



Management Association for Private Photogrammetric Surveyors (MAPPS) 

National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS)  

National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) 

University Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS)  
United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) 
Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) 


