
 
 
Four Year Degree Requirement  
 
The Maryland Society of Surveyors Board of Directors has agreed to pursue a change to the current 
licensing statute to require a 4-year degree as a prerequisite to licensure as a land surveyor. The Board 
of Directors believes the degree requirement is critical to the survival of the profession.  
 
Here are some Fast Facts: 

 The proposed change in the licensing statute will NOT affect those who currently possess a 
license to practice professional land surveying or property line surveying in Maryland. 

 A 12-year grandfathering provision will accommodate all who are currently on the path to 
licensure.  

 The degree requirement is not intended to limit one’s ability to obtain a land surveying license; 
it is intended to bring the land surveying profession in line with other learned professions.  

 Approximately 30 states currently have a degree requirement. 

Why does the MSS feel that a degree requirement is necessary? 

 The U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics states a Bachelor’s degree as the entry-level education for 
land surveyors. 

 Most public sector land surveying jobs now require a 4-year degree, and private sector 
employers are trending toward requiring a 4-year degree requirement. 

 Young people are not entering the profession. The average age of land surveyors in Maryland is 
57. In the coming years land surveyors will be leaving the profession through retirement at a 
rate far greater than the rate new land surveyors are being licensed. As land surveyors retire the 
pool of qualified “on the job” teachers also disappears. Advances in technology have had 
unintended consequences. For example, the implementation of robotics has virtually eliminated 
entry-level positions in land surveying. 

Where will the degree program be offered in Maryland? 

 Representative of the University System of Maryland have indicated their willingness to include 
land surveying coursework in their current curriculum.  

 Currently, the Community Colleges of Baltimore County and Towson University offer a qualifying 
degree program. 



 Many students in the GIS and Geography programs at Towson have expressed their desire for a 
career where they are not tied to a desk all day. Land surveying provides them with that 
opportunity.  

For more insight, attached is an article by KnudHermansen, PLS, PE. PhD, Esq. and Carlton Brown, PLS, 
PE, PhD on the economics of the four-year degree. Please click here to open: Return on Investment ~ A 
Formal Surveying Education.  
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