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 Following my entrance into the NSPS sponsored Young Surveyors Network (YSN) resume 
competition, I was awarded a trip to the NSPS/MAPPS conference this past month. I would like to use this 
summary as an opportunity to thank the NSPS Board of Directors and the YSN who coordinated the search 
committee and trip planning that made my visit to the national conference possible. The conference 
exceeded all of my expectations, and Ms. Trish Milburn has my deepest gratitude for her support during my 
visit. My only regret is that I did not stay for the entire length of the conference. 

 I arrived in Silver Spring around noon on Sunday preceding the conference and returned to 
Louisiana late Wednesday night to resume with classes at the end of the week. On Sunday evening I 
attended a presentation on the history of surveying in D.C. and its similarities to surveying in the USPLSS. 
Following that presentation, I was acquainted with Chris Glantz from YSN, Lisa Van Horn, and Tom Leslie, 
who judged the student competition on Monday. Monday I watched presentations at the student 
competition and attended technical sessions on the National Coastal Mapping Strategy and NGS program 
updates. These sessions were important to me since they have a profound impact on my state and they 
gave context for understanding Tuesday’s Federal Agency briefings as a precursor to our visit to the capitol 
on Wednesday. 

  On Wednesday I accompanied Tony Cavell and Scott Perkins to the capitol to speak with our state 
representatives in Congress and the Senate to ask for their support on the 3 DEP, NFIP reform, and Yellow 
Pages bills. We could not gain an appointment with anyone from either Senator’s staff, but were able to 
speak with one of Senator Kennedy’s legislative assistants. Our group had an appointment with an assistant 
in Congressman Graves’ office, and we successfully created impromptu engagements with assistants at the 
offices of Congressmen Cedric Richmond and Ralph Abraham. Serendipitously, my department at Nicholls 
State University gave a tour to Congressman Graves lobbying for his support on coastal mapping using 
small unmanned aircraft systems in January, which allowed us to establish rapport with his staff at our 
appointment. We passed that information to John “JB” Byrd before returning from the hill. 

  Departing for the conference I had three goals, which I believe I satisfied.  I sought to attend the 
student competition to compare the experiences and knowledge of other undergraduate programs against 
our own, to meet the scientists from NGS presenting at their session, and to meet and engage with 
members of the national society. In no short terms, I achieved all of my goals in thanks to those mentioned 
previously. The students presenting at the competition were exceptional, especially the group from A&M 
Corpus Christi. The scientists from NGS were very informative about career opportunities and what 
backgrounds they search for with applicants to the agency, and the connections I established through 
association with Lisa over my stay were exceptional. By association with Ms. Van Horn I was able to meet 
Tim Burch (NSPS Secretary), Robert Miller (NSPS Treasurer), Jan Fokens (NSPS President) and Kim Leavitt 
(NSPS President Elec). 

  I regret to say that I cannot specifically recall by name every other person that I connected with 
during the conference. The newly elected officers certainly merit mentioning here. In closing I would again 
like to especially thank NSPS and the YSN for sponsoring the trip, and Trish Milburn, Lisa Van Horn, and 
Tony Cavell for their guidance during my visit.  
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