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SEC. 1610. IMPLEMENTATION. 
(a) MAINTENANCE OF BASE ACRES AND PAYMENT YIELDS.—The Secretary shall maintain, for each 
covered commodity, base acres and payment yields on a farm established under sections 1001 and 1301 
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8702, 8751), as adjusted pursuant to 
sections 1101, 1102, 1108, and 1302 of such Act (7 U.S.C. 8711, 8712, 8718, 8752), as in effect on 
September 30, 2013, and as adjusted pursuant to sections 1112 and 1113 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 
(7 U.S.C. 9012, 9013). 
(b) STREAMLINING.—In implementing this title and amendments made by this title, the Secretary shall— 
(1) continue to reduce administrative burdens and costs to producers by streamlining and reducing 
paperwork, forms, and other administrative requirements, including through the continuation of the 
Acreage Crop Reporting and Streamlining Initiative that, in part, shall ensure that—  
(A) a producer (or an agent of a producer) 10 may report information, electronically (including 
geospatial data) or conventionally, to the Department; 
(B) upon the request of the producer (or agent thereof), the Department of Agriculture electronically 
shares with the producer (or agent) in real time and without cost to the producer (or agent) the 
common land unit data, related farm level data, and other information of the producer; and (C) no 
agent, approved insurance provider, or employee or contractor of an agency or approved insurance 
provider, bears responsibility or liability under the Acreage Crop Reporting and Streamlining Initiative 
for the eligibility of a producer for programs administered by the Department of Agriculture that are not 
policies or plans of insurance offered under the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et. seq.) 
except in cases of misrepresentation, fraud, or scheme and device; 
(2) continue to improve coordination, information sharing, and administrative work with the Farm 
Service Agency, Risk Management Agency, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service; 
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(3) continue to take advantage of new technologies to enhance efficiency and effectiveness of program 
delivery to producers; and 
(4) reduce administrative burdens on producers by offering such producers an option to remotely and 
electronically sign annual contracts for participation in coverage under sections 1116 and 1117. 
(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall make available to the Farm Service Agency to carry out this 
title and amendments made by this title, $25,000,000. 
(d) LOAN IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1614(d)(1) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9097(d)(1)) is amended— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘or subtitles B and C of the Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018’’ after ‘‘this title’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘made by subtitles B or C’’ and inserting ‘‘made by such subtitles’’; and 
(C) by inserting ‘‘of this title, and sections 1207(c) and 1208 of the Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018’’ 
after ‘‘1208’’. 
(2) REPAYMENT.—Section 1614(d)(2) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9097(d)(2)) is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘of subtitles B or C’’ and inserting ‘‘of subtitle B or C of this title, or subtitle B or C of the 
Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘under subtitles B or C’’ and inserting ‘‘of subtitle B or C of this title, or subtitle B or C of 
the Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018’’. 
 
... 
 
SEC. 2301. DEFINITIONS. 
(a) PRACTICE.—Section 1240A(4)(B) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–1(4)(B)) is 
amended— 
(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a semicolon; and 
(2) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause (iv) and inserting after clause (i) the following: 
‘‘(ii) precision conservation management planning; 
‘‘(iii) the use of cover crops and resource conserving crop rotations; and’’. 
(b) PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERN.—Section 1240A of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–
1) is amended by redesignating paragraph (5) as paragraph (6) and inserting after paragraph (4) the 
following: 
‘‘(5) PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERN.—The term ‘priority resource concern’ means a natural resource 
concern or problem, as determined by the Secretary, that— 
‘‘(A) is identified at the national, State, or local level as a priority for a particular area of a State; and 
‘‘(B) represents a significant concern in a State or region.’’. 
(c) STEWARDSHIP PRACTICE.—Section 1240A of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–1) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(7) STEWARDSHIP PRACTICE.—The term ‘stewardship practice’ means a practice or set of practices 
approved by the Secretary that, when implemented and maintained on eligible land, address 1 or more 
priority resource concerns.’’. 
 
... 
 
SEC. 2304. CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS AND PAYMENTS. 
(a) COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR INNOVATIVE CON8 SERVATION APPROACHES.—Section 1240H(a) of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–8(a)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘use not more than $25,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2019 through 
2023 to’’ after ‘‘the Secretary may’’; and 



(2) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or persons participating in an educational activity through an 
institution of higher education, including by carrying out demonstration projects on lands of the 
institution’’ before the semicolon at the end. 
(b) AIR QUALITY CONCERNS FROM AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS.—Section 1240H(b)(2) of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–8(b)(2)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, and $37,500,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’ after ‘‘2018’’. 
(c) ON-FARM CONSERVATION INNOVATION TRIALS; REPORTING AND DATABASE.—Section 1240H of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–8) is amended by striking subsection (c) and inserting the 
following: ‘‘(c) ON-FARM CONSERVATION INNOVATION TRIALS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Using not more than $25,000,000 of the funds made available to carry out this 
chapter in each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023, the Secretary shall carry out on-farm conservation 
innovation trials, on eligible land of producers, to test new or innovative conservation approaches— 
‘‘(A) directly with producers; or 
‘‘(B) through eligible entities. 
‘‘(2) INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary shall enter into agreements with 
producers on whose land an on-farm conservation innovation trial is being carried out to provide 
payments (including payments to compensate for foregone income, as appropriate to address the 
increased economic risk potentially associated with new or innovative conservation approaches) to the 
producers to assist with adopting and evaluating new or innovative conservation approaches. 
‘‘(B) LENGTH OF INCENTIVES.—An agreement entered into under subparagraph (A) shall be for a period 
determined by the Secretary that is— 
‘‘(i) not less than 3 years; and 
‘‘(ii) if appropriate, more than 3 years, including if such a period is appropriate to support— 
‘‘(I) adaptive management over multiple crop years; and 
‘‘(II) adequate data collection and analysis to report the natural resource and agricultural production 
benefits of the new or innovative conservation approaches. 
‘‘(3) FLEXIBLE ADOPTION.—A producer or eligible entity participating in an on-farm conservation 
innovation trial under paragraph (1) may determine the scale of adoption of the new or innovative 
conservation approaches in the on-farm conservation innovation trial, which may include multiple scales 
on an operation, including whole farm, field-level, or sub-field scales. 
‘‘(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide technical assistance— 
‘‘(A) to a producer or eligible entity participating in an on-farm conservation innovation trial under 
paragraph (1), with respect to the design, installation, and management of the new or innovative 
conservation approaches; and 
‘‘(B) to an eligible entity participating in an on-farm conservation innovation trial under paragraph (1), 
with respect to data analyses of the on-farm conservation innovation trial. 
‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible entity’ means a third-party private entity the primary business 
of which is related to agriculture. 
‘‘(B) NEW OR INNOVATIVE CONSERVATION APPROACHES.—The term ‘new or innovative conservation 
approaches’ means— 
‘‘(i) new or innovative— 
‘‘(I) precision agriculture technologies; 
‘‘(II) enhanced nutrient management plans and fertilization systems; 
‘‘(III) soil health management systems; 
‘‘(IV) water management systems; 
‘‘(V) resource-conserving crop rotations; 



‘‘(VI) cover crops; and 
‘‘(VII) irrigation systems; and 
‘‘(ii) any other conservation approach approved by the Secretary as new or innovative. 
‘‘(d) REPORTING AND DATABASE.— 
‘‘(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than December 31, 2014, and every two years thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate and the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives a report on the status of activities funded 
under this section, including— 
‘‘(A) funding awarded; 
‘‘(B) results of the activities; and 
‘‘(C) incorporation of findings from the activities, such as new technology and innovative approaches, 
into the conservation efforts implemented by the Secretary. 
‘‘(2) CONSERVATION PRACTICE DATABASE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use the data reported under paragraph (1) to establish and 
maintain a publicly available conservation practice database that provides— 
‘‘(i) a compilation and analysis of effective conservation practices for soil health, nutrient management, 
and source water protection in varying soil compositions, cropping systems, slopes, and landscapes; and 
‘‘(ii) a list of recommended new and effective conservation practices. 
‘‘(B) PRIVACY.—Information provided under subparagraph (A) shall be transformed into a statistical or 
aggregate form so as to not include any identifiable or personal information of individual producers.’’. 
 
... 
 
SEC. 2404. WATERSHED PROTECTION AND FLOOD PREVENTION.  
a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section 14(h)(2)(E) of the Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1012(h)(2)(E)) is amended by striking ‘‘2018’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’. 
(b) FUNDS OF COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION.— 
The Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 15. FUNDING. 
‘‘In addition to any other funds made available by this Act, of the funds of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, the Secretary shall make available to carry out this Act $100,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2019 through 2023, to remain available until expended.’’. 
 
... 
 
Subtitle B—Connecting Rural Americans to High Speed Broadband 
Sec. 6101. Establishing forward-looking broadband standards. 
Sec. 6102. Incentives for hard to reach communities. 
Sec. 6103. Requiring guaranteed broadband lending. 
Sec. 6104. Smart utility authority for broadband. 
Sec. 6105. Modifications to the Rural Gigabit Program. 
Sec. 6106. Unified broadband reporting requirements. 
Sec. 6107. Improving access by providing certainty to broadband borrowers. 
Sec. 6108. Simplified application window. 
Sec. 6109. Elimination of requirement to give priority to certain applicants. 
Sec. 6110. Modification of buildout requirement. 
Sec. 6111. Improving borrower refinancing options. 



Sec. 6112. Elimination of unnecessary reporting requirements. 
Sec. 6113. Access to broadband telecommunications services in rural areas. 
Sec. 6114. Effective date. 
 
... 
 
SEC. 8502. UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE RIGHTS-OF-WAY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—To encourage owners or operators of rights-of-way on National Forest 
System land to partner with the Forest Service to voluntarily perform vegetation management on a 
proactive basis to better protect utility infrastructure from potential passing wildfires, the Secretary 
shall conduct a limited, voluntary pilot program, in the manner described in this section, to permit 
vegetation management projects on National Forest System land adjacent to or near such rights-of-way. 
(b) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—A participant in the pilot program must have a right-of-way on National 
Forest System land. In selecting participants, the Secretary shall give priority to holders of a right-of-way 
who have worked with Forest Service fire scientists and used technologies, such as Light Detection and 
Ranging surveys, to improve utility infrastructure protection prescriptions. 
(c) PROJECT ELEMENTS.—A vegetation management project under the pilot program involves limited 
and selective vegetation management activities, which— 
(1) shall create the least amount of disturbance reasonably necessary to protect utility infrastructure 
from passing wildfires based on applicable models, including Forest Service fuel models; 
(2) may include thinning, fuel reduction, creation and treatment of shaded fuel breaks, and other 
measures as appropriate; 
(3) shall only take place adjacent to the participant’s right-of-way or within 75 feet of the participant’s 
right-of-way; 
(4) shall not take place in any designated wilderness area, wilderness study area, or inventoried roadless 
area; and 
(5) shall be subject to approval by the Forest Service in accordance with this section. 
(d) PROJECT COSTS.—A participant in the pilot program shall be responsible for all costs, as determined 
by the Secretary, incurred in participating in the pilot program, unless the Secretary determines that it is 
in the public interest for the Forest Service to contribute funds for a vegetation management project 
conducted under the pilot program. 
(e) LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Participation in the pilot program does not affect any existing legal obligations or 
liability standards that— 
(A) arise under the right-of-way for activities in the right-of-way; or 
(B) apply to fires resulting from causes other than activities conducted pursuant to an approved 
vegetation management project. 
(2) PROJECT WORK.—A participant shall not be liable to the United States for damage proximately 
caused by activities conducted pursuant to an approved vegetation management project unless— 
(A) such activities were carried out in a manner that was grossly negligent or that violated criminal law; 
or 
(B) the damage was caused by the failure of the participant to comply with specific safety requirements 
expressly imposed by the Forest Service as a condition of participating in the pilot program. 
(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall utilize existing laws and regulations in the conduct of the 
pilot program and, in order to implement the pilot program in an efficient and expeditious manner, may 
waive or modify specific provisions of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, including modifications to 
allow for formation of contracts or agreements on a noncompetitive basis. 
(g) TREATMENT OF PROCEEDS.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary may— 



(1) retain any funds provided to the Forest Service by a participant in the pilot program; and 
(2) use such funds, in such amounts as may be appropriated, in the conduct of the pilot program. 
(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND.—The term ‘‘National Forest System land’’ means land within the 
National Forest System, as defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 23 1609(a)) exclusive of the National Grasslands and land utilization 
projects designated as National Grasslands administered pursuant to the Act of July 22, 1937 (7 U.S.C. 
1010–1012). 
(2) PASSING WILDFIRE.—The term ‘‘passing wildfire’’ means a wildfire that originates outside the right-
of-way. 
(3) RIGHT-OF-WAY.—The term ‘‘right-of-way’’ means a special use authorization issued by the Forest 
Service allowing the placement of utility infrastructure. 
(4) UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term ‘‘utility infrastructure’’ means electric transmission lines, 
natural gas infrastructure, or related structures. 
(i) DURATION.—The authority to conduct the pilot program, and any vegetation management project 
under the pilot program, expires December 21, 2027. 
(j) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than December 31, 2019, and every two years thereafter, the 
Secretary shall issue a report to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate, the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate, the Committee on Natural Resources 
of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives on 
the status of the program and any projects established under this section. 
 
... 
 
SEC. 11604. NATIONAL AGRICULTURE IMAGERY PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Administrator of the Farm Service 
Agency, shall carry out a national agriculture imagery program to annually acquire aerial imagery during 
agricultural growing seasons from the continental United States. 
(b) DATA.—The aerial imagery acquired under this section shall— 
(1) consist of high resolution processed digital imagery;  
(2) be made available in a format that can be provided to Federal, State, and private sector entities; 
(3) be technologically compatible with geospatial information technology; and 
(4) be consistent with the standards established by the Federal Geographic Data Committee. 
(c) SUPPLEMENTAL SATELLITE IMAGERY.—The Secretary of Agriculture may supplement the aerial 
imagery collected under this section with satellite imagery. 
(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
section $23,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 and each fiscal year thereafter. 
 
... 
 


