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3DEP 
USGS has launched a program to provide a national elevation dataset to a common standard with scheduled updates. The 3DEP 
program is based on a recommended 8-year acquisition cycle at a cost of $146 million per year. 
 
On June 7, 2013, NSPS wrote the House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior urging Congress to fund the USGS share 
of the 3DEP program at the President’s FY14 budget request level of $23.7 million and mobilized other organizations to 
support the appropriations request as well. On September 13, 2013 NSPS wrote the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on the 
Interior to fund the President’s Initiative. Additionally on September 4, 2013, the Coalition of Geospatial Organizations 
(COGO), of which NSPS is a member, wrote the subcommittees asking for similar financial support for 3DEP.  The House 
Subcommittee bill had full funding for 3DEP, but 3DEP funding did not survive in the Omnibus Appropriations bill due in large 
part to the lead staffer in the House having left the Appropriations Subcommittee prior to Omnibus negotiations.  
 
When Congress passed the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform, in the MAP-21 Act, (P.L. 112-141), including the highway 
bill, FEMA flood reform and changes to the federal student loan program, in 2012, it included a variety of mapping-related 
provisions. A key section, 100121, required a National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) study on how FEMA can 
improve interagency and intergovernmental coordination on flood mapping, including a funding strategy to leverage and 
coordinate budgets and expenditures and establish joint funding mechanisms with other Federal agencies and units of State and 
local government to share the collection and utilization of data among all governmental users. In November, the NAPA report 
was published.  Included is the following recommendation (page 11): “Recommendation 15: The Office of Management and 
Budget should use the 3DEP implementation plan for nationwide elevation data collection to guide the development of the 
President’s annual budget request.” 
 
On December 5, 2013, NSPS Executive Director Curtis Sumner testified before Congress on FLAIR and MIO-UIMT, and 
advocated 3DEP. The Omnibus Appropriations bill for FY 14 (P.L. 113-76) had some LIDAR language, but did not include 
3DEP funding. The President’s 2015 Budget includes a $5 million increase for 3DEP, a $236,000 increase for Alaska mapping 
and a $1.9 million increase for The National Map Modernization. On April 10, 2014 NSPS Government Affairs Consultant 
John Palatiello will testify in favor of 3DEP before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior on behalf of NSPS 
and MAPPS. 
 
Council on Federal Procurement of Architectural and Engineering Services (COFPAES) 
In February 2013, NSPS staff met with Office of Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP) Administrator Joe Jordan to discuss 
ongoing problems of QBS adherence and implementation by Federal agencies, as well as efforts to strengthen the acquisition 
workforce. Administrator Jordan pledged to work with COFPAES on these issues. In May 2013, COFPAES held a day-long 
workshop on Brooks Act contracting featuring USACE’s Bruce Ware. At the October 2013 meeting, COFPAES hosted Mathew 
Blum, Associate Administrator of OFPP, to discuss strategic sourcing of A/E/S/M services through QBS contracts, awarded via 
the “Brooks Act”, to serve multiple federal agencies. 
 
On October 30, 2013, NSPS staff, as part of a COFPAES delegation, participated in several meetings on Capitol Hill mainly 
centered on the conflict generated by GSA Supply Schedules use of price for A-E services, in violation of the Brooks Act. 
These meetings featured procurement staff of the House Oversight & Government Reform Committee as well as the Senate 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Additionally, NSPS staff met with Rep. John Delaney (D-MD) on 
his innovative way to fund infrastructure projects found within his bill H.R. 2084, the “Partnership to Build America Act of 
2013”. 
 
In December 2013, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report finding that reverse auctions limit competition 
and do not achieve cost savings. On December 3, a subcommittee of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
held a hearing on H.R. 2750, the Design-Build Efficiency and Jobs Act of 2013 to assess the government’s use of design-build 
contracts.  Subcommittee chairman, Rep. Blake Farenthold (R-TX) commented on the need for oversight and several lawmakers 
said the process must be streamlined.  Media reports said design-build stifles competition. Also in December 2013, the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) issued new guidance on the administration of federal grants.  Of interest to COFPAES, is the 
preservation of the “Brooks Act” and numerous state “mini-Brooks Acts”, which provide for qualifications based selection 
process (QBS) for contracting for architecture, engineering, surveying and mapping services. 
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On March 5, 2014, the House Small Business Committee favorably reported H.R. 2751, the “Common Sense Construction 
Contracting Act of 2013” out of Committee. The bill would prohibit federal agencies from procuring small business 
construction services through reverse auctions. The bill includes several construction-related services from the bidding ban, 
including some related to architecture and engineering. Such services, including surveying and mapping, are subject to the 
qualifications based selection (QBS) procedures in the Brooks Act. COFPAES, is supporting H.R. 2751 and is seeking further 
clarification that reverse auctions should not be used for architecture, engineering, surveying and mapping contacts. 
 
COFPAES is exploring a process to support individual practitioners by working with state licensing boards to secure prompt 
rulings on licensing requirements and scope of work questions affecting QBS compliance. NSPS, through COFPAES, has sent 
emails to various Federal contracting officers on individual procurements that violate the Brooks Act, upon request from 
individual members.  These emails keep the identity of the individual anonymous. 
 
Former Rep. Rob Andrews (D-NJ) and current Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) had discussed a provision on the Defense 
Authorization bill to strengthen QBS utilization by Federal agencies, particularly NGA on GDS, its GGI re-compete. In May 
2012, then-Rep. Andrews was successful in getting report language inserted within H.R. 4310 the 2013 Defense Authorization. 
For surveying and mapping, the Andrew’s language reads: 
 
“The committee is aware that the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) has issued a draft request for proposals 
(RFP) for its newest omnibus contract. The committee is also aware that this draft RFP takes a different contracting approach 
than similar past solicitations. The committee recognizes that contracting means have evolved for the better, but also notes that 
the current process has been successfully utilized for more than 15 years. To better understand the rationale for the current 
contracting approach, the committee directs the Director of the NGA to provide a briefing on the acquisition strategy for the 
GEOINT Data Services contract not later than 60 days after the enactment of this Act.” 
 
In June 2012, COFPAES wrote NGA Director Long on the planned GDS procurement NOT using qualifications-based-
selection (QBS). In August 2012, a follow-up letter listing the original letter was sent. A response from NGA was provided.  
 
In the 113th Congress, the FLAIR Act (H.R. 916), Digital Coast Act (H.R. 1382), and MIO-UIMT Act (H.R. 1604) were 
reintroduced with QBS language. On May 8, Rep. Tim Bishop (D-NY) introduced H.R. 1877, the "Water Quality Protection 
and Job Creation Act of 2013” which amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to authorize appropriations for State 
water pollution control revolving funds…Section 1302 calls for a contract to be carried out using funds directly made available 
by a capitalization grant under this title for program management, construction management, feasibility studies, preliminary 
engineering, design, engineering, surveying, mapping, or architectural related services shall be negotiated in the same manner as 
a contract for architectural and engineering services is negotiated under chapter 11 of title 40, United States Code, or an 
equivalent State qualifications-based requirement (as determined by the Governor of the State). 
 
Davis-Bacon 
In March 2013, the Labor Department reversed more than 50 years of policy and determined that members of survey crews 
working on Federal construction projects are “laborers and mechanics” as that term is used in the Davis-Bacon Act, making 
those workers subject to the Act. 
 
In June 2013, NSPS Executive Director Curtis Sumner testified before the House Education and the Workforce Subcommittee 
on Workforce Protections oversight hearing of Davis-Bacon, with a major emphasis on the recent expansion of Davis-Bacon 
into the professional surveying community. On July 11, Chairmen Kline (R-MN), Walberg (R-MI), and Sam Graves (R-MO) 
co-signed a letter requesting information from the Labor Department. 
 
NSPS staff attended an August 16, 2013 meeting with the staff of the Wage and House Division of the Department of Labor, 
and it was clear that no thorough outreach or due diligence was conducted, and certainly no one from representing the 
professional surveying community or profession. On August 20, 2013 NSPS sent a letter summarizing the briefing and asking 
DOL to rescind its AAM-212 Memorandum to contracting officers.  On October 31, 2013 Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN) 
and Pat Roberts (R-KS) wrote the Secretary of Labor requesting an explanation of the new policy, documents, and a briefing. 
 
In January 2014, Rep. Jack Kingston (R-GA), the chairman of the House Appropriations Subcommittee that funds the 
Department of Labor asked for the release of information regarding the Department’s controversial ruling that survey crews are 
“laborers and mechanics’ under the federal prevailing wage law. Rep. Kingston wrote Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez on 
January 10, 2014, pointing out that numerous attempts to provide transparency on the department’s decision have been 
unheeded. On March 5, 2014, Wage and Hour Division Deputy Administrator Laura Fortman responded to Rep. Kingston 
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indicating a willingness to “provide appropriate guidance”, but failed to turn over any additional documents. Private individuals, 
under the Freedom of Information Act, and several members of Congress have requested documents to the Davis-Bacon Act 
decision from the Labor Department. 
 
On April 2, 2013 Secretary Perez testified before Chairman Kingston’s Subcommittee and was questioned about the Davis-
Bacon action.  Secretary Perez said "there has not been a change in policy" regarding survey crews and Davis-Bacon. NSPS 
staff continues to work with Congressional staff from a variety of authorizing and appropriating subcommittees to rectify this 
problem and is somewhat optimistic that a revision to AAM-212 could be used to bring clarification and closure. 
 
Digital Coast 
In March 2013, Reps. C.A. “Dutch” Ruppersberger (D-MD) and Don Young (R-AK) re-introduced H.R. 1382, the “Digital 
Coast Act of 2013” to authorize NOAA to establish a constituent-driven program that collects priority coastal geospatial data 
and supports an information platform capable of efficiently integrating coastal data with decision support tools, training, and 
best practices to inform and improve local, State, regional, and Federal capacities to manage the coastal region. In July 2013, a 
standing-room only Congressional briefing regarding the Digital Coast program and H.R. 1382 was held in the Rayburn House 
Office Building. H.R. 1382 enjoys broad support, including the American Planning Association (APA), Association of State 
Floodplain Managers (ASFPM), Coastal States Organization (CSO), National Association of Counties (NACo), National 
Estuarine Research Reserve Association (NERRA), National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC), The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC), Urban Land Institute (ULI), and MAPPS. During this Congressional briefing, NSPS Executive Director 
Curtis Sumner and NSPS Government Affairs Consultant John Palatiello presented surveying professionals’ views on the 
Digital Coast. 
 
On October 16, 2013, Reps. Ruppersberger and Young wrote House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Doc Hastings (R-
WA) requesting a hearing on the bill. On November 5, 2013, NSPS staff began leading the coalition of interested groups to 
identify a Senator to introduce companion legislation in the Senate, having completed 14 such Senate meetings. NSPS staff 
recently learned that a companion bill to H.R. 1382 will soon be introduced in the U.S. Senate. 
 
On March 18 and 25, 2013, NSPS staff attended budget briefings conducted by Dr. Kathryn Sullivan, the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Dr. Holly Bamford, NOS Assistant Administrator. NOAA's 
2015 budget briefing highlighted surveying, mapping, and related geospatial activities which serve as the underpinning for 
much of NOAA's, navigation, conservation and coastal resiliency efforts. Under mission critical infrastructure, the National 
Ocean Service (NOS) has requested a $4 million increase for coastal LIDAR. However, NOS requested a decrease of $4 million 
for Regional Geospatial Modeling Grants. The baseline budget for hydrographic survey priorities and contracts stays at $25 
million. Following Dr. Sullivan's overview and remarks, NSPS staff prefaced a question to Dr. Sullivan by indicating NSPS 
support and interest for both NOAA's Digital Coast and GRAV-D operations, by asking how both the increase and decrease in 
funding plans would affect these programs. Dr. Bamford answered by indicating the +$4 million for coastal LIDAR would aid 
the Hurricane Sandy rebuilding already underway in the Mid-Atlantic while the -$4 million for geospatial modeling grants 
would come out of the Gulf Coast states. Top NOS priorities include improving end-to-end coastal resilience (preparedness, 
response and recovery), coastal intelligence, and enhancing coastal and ocean resource conservation through place-based 
conservation. The President's budget requests $496.2 million in discretionary funds for NOS in 2015: a $21.6 million increase 
from the current year. Of the $26.3 million in program increases, at least $16 million is for major extramural grants or contracts. 
 
Federal Prison Industries (FPI) Reform 
In May 2013, a bipartisan group of House members introduced H.R. 2098, the "Federal Prison Industries Competition in 
Contracting Act of 2013". Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI) offered the bill with 15 bipartisan cosponsors and is supported by at least 
15 business organizations such as NSPS, MAPPS, COFPAES, and the Business Coalition for Fair Competition (BCFC). This 
bill is virtually identical to H.R. 2965, the bill that passed the House in 2006 by a 362-57 vote. These legislative efforts have 
helped to prevent FPI expansion into the surveying and mapping realm of services. NSPS has committed to joining BCFC, and 
is processing the membership dues fee. 
 
NSPS staff is working with Sen. John Thune (R-SD) to be the lead Senate sponsor of companion legislation to the House bill, 
with Sens. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Tom Harkin (D-IA) to serve as lead cosponsors. The Senate bill may soon be 
introduced as an additional cosponsor or two are needed prior to Senate introduction. In February 2013, NSPS staff met with 
House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Commerce and Manufacturing, and discussed the possibility of the 
subcommittee hearing with the inclusion of FPI competition with the surveying profession as well as GIS/CADD. NSPS staff is 
also working closely on having an amendment restricting FPI’s ability to pursue defense contracts via the House and Senate 
authorization and appropriation bills. Rep. Huizenga has agreed to introduce more targeted bills for the House Small Business 
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and Oversight and Government Reform Committees as well as a targeted campaign for letter-writing to various Chairmen and 
independent report opportunities (GAO and CRS). 
 
Flood Insurance Reform and Modernization (FIRM) Act 
In the 112th Congress, the Senate and Congress passed the MAP-21 Act, including the NFIP reform and reauthorization, 
commonly known as “Biggert-Waters”. President Obama signed this legislation into Public Law 112-141 on July 6. On 
September 17, 2013 NSPS staff arranged a meeting between NAPA staff and staff of Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) on the NAPA 
report established by the MAP Act. .  Section 100121 required a National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) study on 
how FEMA can improve interagency and intergovernmental coordination on flood mapping, including a funding strategy to 
leverage and coordinate budgets and expenditures and establish joint funding mechanisms with other Federal agencies and units 
of State and local government to share the collection and utilization of data among all governmental users. NAPA recently 
published “FEMA Flood Mapping: Enhancing Coordination to Maximize Performance” it which it proposed (page 11): 
"Recommendation 15: The Office of Management and Budget should use the 3DEP implementation plan for nationwide 
elevation data collection to guide the development of the President's annual budget request."   In light of the controversy over 
FEMA flood insurance rates, particularly as that influenced the recent enactment of the Homeowner Flood Insurance 
Affordability Act of 2014 Public Law,  113-89, on March 21, 2014, there is an even more urgent and compelling need for the 
high-quality elevation data that 3DEP provides. 
 
FEMA requested candidates for the re-established the Technical Mapping Advisory Council (TMAC). NSPS nominated 
member Wendy Lathrop. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has released a series of reports on the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).  One report outlined roles the private sector can play in the FEMA flood insurance program.  The report discussed the 
role of flood mapping in the government insurance program and pointed out opportunities for the private sector in surveying 
and mapping data not collected by FEMA if the private insurance market was involved in protecting against home and business 
owner flood risks.  Another highlighted progress made on contract management within the NFIP, while  GAO-14-35 discussed 
cost increases in the U.S. Corps of Engineers flood control projects while improving communication with nonfederal sponsors. 
 
On March 21, President Obama signed into law PL 113-89, a bill to make revisions to the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance 
Reform Act of 2012. It delays the effective date of key finance provisions of Biggert-Waters. The bill faced House opposition 
from conservative groups opposed to the cost of the bill and the shift of financial responsibilities from individual homeowners 
to taxpayers generally, and by environmentalists who oppose subsidized construction in coastal and flood prone areas. The bill 
also calls on FEMA to develop a flood mapping approach that “results in technically credible flood hazard data in all areas 
where Flood Insurance Rate Maps are prepared or updated”. It delays for four years any phase-outs of premium subsidies for 
second homes and business properties insured by the NFIP. It halts efforts to update the NFIP's Flood Insurance Rate Maps and 
to phase-in appropriate risk-based rates for those properties whose designations have changed. Because the NFIP's statutory 
authority is scheduled to expire at the end of 2017, a four-year delay would effectively gut reforms that were passed by 
Congress by overwhelming margins in 2012. The NFIP remains roughly $24 billion in debt to U.S. taxpayers and hasn't repaid 
any principal on its loans since 2010. 
 
FLAIR Act 
In February 2013, legislation to develop a current, accurate inventory of all real property owned by the U.S. government, 
Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform (FLAIR) Act, was introduced in the House by Representatives Ron Kind (D-WI) and 
Rob Bishop (R-UT), H.R. 916, now has 16 bipartisan cosponsors and NSPS staff continues to work with Senators Orrin Hatch 
(R-UT) and Mike Lee (R-UT) on reintroduction of the Senate bill from last Congress, S. 1153. Sen. Hatch has requested NSPS 
help in finding a Democrat to serve as lead cosponsor. 
 
A House Subcommittee hearing to evaluate the bill was held December 5, 2013 by Representative Doug Lamborn (R-CO), 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Energy and Minerals Resources of the House Natural Resources Committee. The Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) reported that it tracks only its own lands, and neither it nor the Department of the Interior has an 
inventory of the Department’s lands or the government’s entire real property portfolio. NSPS staff has learned that markup on 
H.R. 916, the FLAIR Act, will soon occur. 
 
NSPS staff continues to work with Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-UT) on his Federal real property disposal bill, H.R. 328 via the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee. Section 7 has strong geographic language for the Federal real property 
database. Geo-referenced attributes to be included within the database: geographic location of each Federal real property of each 
such agency; address and description for each such property; total size of each Federal real property of each such agency; square 
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footage and acreage of each such property; and the replacement value of each Federal real property. A bill by Rep. Jeff Denham 
(R-CA), H.R. 695, is not as favorable on the property inventory language.  
 
Last month, National Public Radio reported on the $2 billion in unneeded buildings owned by the Federal government.  The 
Washington Post has noted, "the NPR article is excellent but it vastly underestimates the size of the problem. In addition to 
empty buildings, the Federal government owns/controls millions of acres of land that are worth hundreds of billions and perhaps 
even trillions of dollars. The land is not being used to its full value or potential even though maintenance costs runs in the tens 
of billions annually." 
 
Sen. Tom Carper (D-DE), Chairman of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC), is 
leading reform efforts in the Senate. In 2013, he introduced S. 1398, the “Federal Real Property Asset Management Reform Act 
of 2013.” In July, the bill was reported favorably out of HSGAC. It awaits floor debate and action. S. 1398 requires each federal 
agency to continuously survey real property to identify excess property, underutilized property, and other real property suitable 
for colocation or consolidation with other federal agencies and facilities; conduct an annual inventory of real property under 
agency control and make an assessment of such property using specified criteria; and provide to the Federal Real Property 
Council and the GSA Administrator information used to establish and maintain the database of federal real property assets. 
Most importantly, the bill requires the GSA Administrator to establish and maintain a single, comprehensive, and descriptive 
database of real property under the custody and control of all federal agencies. Attributes for the database include: age and 
condition of the property; size of the property in square footage and acreage; geographical location of the property, including an 
address and description; extent to which the property is being utilized; actual annual operating costs associated with the 
property; total cost of capital expenditures associated with the property; sustainability metrics associated with the property; 
number of Federal employees and functions housed at the property; and extent to which the mission of the Federal agency is 
dependent on the property. In a glaring omission, the bill does not include public lands. 
 
Geospatial Governance & Coordination 
In April 2013, Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO) reintroduced H.R. 1604, the “Map It Once, Use It Many Times (MIO-UIMT)” Act. 
In 2012, Rep. Lamborn held a hearing in Colorado Springs, CO on both MIO-UIMT and the FLAIR Act. NSPS testified in 
favor of the bills and the need to better coordinate geospatial finding and activities at the Federal level. NSPS staff is still 
looking for a Senate sponsor for companion legislation to H.R. 1604. 
 
A House Subcommittee hearing to evaluate the bill was held December 5, 2013 by Rep. Lamborn, at which NSPS Executive 
Director Curtis Sumner testified. At the hearing the Government Accountability Office (GAO) said that there is not “a complete 
picture of how much money is being spent on geospatial investments across the federal government because, as noted, what was 
being reported may not have captured all geospatial spending, and the data had not been reliable.” Collecting such information 
is “not a priority” for the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), GAO also said.  NSPS staff has learned that markup on 
H.R. 1604 (MIO-UIMT) will soon occur. 
 
In 2013, the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) developed a new strategic plan for the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (NSDI). During 2013, NSPS participated in several meetings of non-Federal stakeholders. Earlier this month, 
GAO reported (GAO-14-343SP) that geospatial continues to be an area for duplicate expenditures and lack of coordination. 
 
GLONASS 
In December, Congress passed the 2014 National Defense Authorization Act, which included a provision that virtually bars 
Russia from building about a half-dozen GLONASS receiving stations on American soil that critics fear could be used to spy on 
the United States. Under a provision included in the FY 14 National Defense Authorization Act, unless the secretary of defense 
and the director of national intelligence must certify to Congress that the ground stations would not be used to spy on the United 
States or improve the effectiveness of Russian weaponry — or unless they waive that requirement altogether on national 
security grounds — the plan is dead. The waiver would also require that the stations not pose a cyberespionage threat or weaken 
GPS technology for consumers. 
 
Government Shutdown 
In 2013, NSPS cosigned a coalition letter, organized by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, urging avoidance of a shutdown while 
also moving forward in tackling the root of the fiscal crisis -- growth and expansion of the entitlement programs. 
 
Highway Bill Reauthorization 
President Obama signed the MAP-21 Act into Public Law 112-141 in July 2012. The bill includes the COFPAES provision 
applying QBS to all FHwA-funded projects, not just those related to construction.  It also strengthened the law requiring state 
DoTs to use the private sector for surveying and mapping. 
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In January 2014, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration announced 
that they will move connected vehicle technology forward in an effort to greatly improve safety and save lives on the nation's 
roadways. Also known as vehicle to vehicle technology (or V2V), the system allows vehicles to communicate potential risks to 
drivers and avoid rear-end, lane change, and intersection crashes.  The program will create a significant demand for precise 
geospatial data. 
 
NSPS staff has been working closely with the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee as both have begun work on the 2014 Highway bill, as the deadline is September 30, 2014. On 
January 27 and February 6, 2014 NSPS staff met with House Committee staff to discuss NSPS’ priorities for this bill, including 
such issues as asset management, BIM, and mobile mapping as part of a definition of surveying and mapping, subject to 
licensing and QBS, as developed by the Joint Government Affairs Committee at its November 2013 meeting. 
 
The Transportation and Infrastructure Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives has created a special panel to explore 
opportunities to build American infrastructure through increased use of public-private partnerships.  The panel is chaired by 
Rep. John J. “Jimmy” Duncan (R-TN). Meanwhile, the full committee has begun hearings on reauthorization of the highway 
bill, formally known as the MAP-21 Act.  In February 2014, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee's special 
Public-Private Partnership (P3) Panel has begun roundtable sessions on the role and impact P3s have in transportation projects 
and funding agreements. This first panel evaluated what circumstances P3s can help to advance infrastructure projects, across 
types of projects and modes; examined the long-term advantages and disadvantages of different P3 structures, including the 
range of involvement, scope of responsibility, and degree of risk assumed by the private sector in the project; explored 
challenges that states and public sponsors experienced in developing P3 contractual agreements; and gained insight into what 
the private sector looks for when investing in infrastructure projects.  
 
National Parcel Data 
In the 111th Congress, President Obama signed the comprehensive, financial services regulatory reform bill commonly referred 
to as “Dodd-Frank.” Public Law 111–203 creates a new Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection (CFPB) within the Federal 
Reserve, and section 1094 provides for the agency to collect the “parcel number that corresponds …[to] real property pledged or 
proposed to be pledged as collateral” to help track the number and dollar amount of mortgage loans and completed applications. 
The legislation amends the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA), 12 USC 2802, to collect the “parcel number to permit 
geocoding” on mortgage transactions.  
 
CFPB recently released its first public information regarding collection of parcel information under the Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act (HMDA) and Regulation C. The agency is seeking public comment. One problem with CFPB acting more 
rapidly has been a turnover of staff and the departure of those with the most GIS knowledge. NSPS staff has learned that 
Michael Byrne will depart the position of GIO for the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for a position at the CFPB.  
 
Pipelines, Railroads & Infrastructure 
The lack of location data is often cited by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and other authorities as a factor in 
pipeline accidents. As recently as January 2013, the Government Accountability Office released a study (GAO-13-168) on 
pipeline safety urging “better data” with an emphasis on “location”, “proximity” and “topography.” NSPS has begun working 
with members of Congress to add a legislative provision requiring accurate surveying of pipelines and other forms of 
underground infrastructure. A pipeline safety bill will be considered in the 114th Congress (2015-16). NSPS staff is also 
exploring including the related railroad abandonment issue. NSPS staff has learned that the Railroad legislation may be added to 
the Highway Bill making these efforts under one bill intermodal in nature. 
 
Privacy & Geolocation Legislation 
In April 2011, the staff of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) facilitated a meeting to engage geospatial interests 
in federal, state and local government agencies, and the private sector in a dialogue with the staff of the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) regarding the FTC staff report, "Privacy in an Era of Rapid Change" and its proposal that firms engaged in 
collection, sharing or use of "precise geolocation data" about a citizen be required to obtain “affirmative express consent” or 
advance approval of each such citizen. John Palatiello attended the meeting. The final report was released in March 2012. It did 
not include the expected exemptions and clarifications. COGO has written the FTC in response. In September 2012, the FTC 
responded to the COGO letter by indicating that geolocation data related to public land record information differs from the 
intended nature of the drafted reforms. COGO discussed this issue at its February 24 meeting. 
 
In March 2013, Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) introduced the “Online Communications and Geolocation Protection Act”, H.R. 983. 
Also in March 2013, Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-UT) reintroduced the “Geolocational Privacy and Surveillance Act”, H.R. 1312, 
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and Sen. Ron Wyden reintroduced the “Geolocational Privacy and Surveillance Act”, S. 639. All three bills were referred to 
their respective Judiciary Committees, and NSPS continues to engage these members of Congress to exempt surveying 
professionals from being caught up in too wide a net as set forth by these bills. 
 
On March 9, 2014, the CBS television show 60 Minutes included a feature on the collection of data from consumers and 
individual citizen privacy concerns.  The report provides valuable insight for surveyors on the wide broom with which the 
geospatial profession is being swept up by Congress, state legislatures, and the Federal Trade Commission.  Many such 
proposals restrict private sector firms from collecting, storing or disseminating certain data about individual citizens, including 
“precise geolocation information” which is not defined but could include an address or parcel identification number. This is 
why the NSPS and COGO, the coalition of geospatial organizations, adopted resolutions to separate and differentiate the 
geospatial profession from this kind of activity. 
 
On March 27, 2014 FTC Chairman Edith Ramirez testified on privacy issues before the Senate Commerce Committee.  NSPS 
staff worked with Senator John Thune (R-SD) on questions regarding “precise geolocation data” and its impact on surveying 
and mapping professionals, which Senator Thune posed to the Chairman for the hearing record. 
 
STEM 
Surveying engineering is classified as a science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) discipline within the 
Department of Education’s Classification of Instructional Programs.  However, other GIS-related programs are classified as 
Social Sciences, not STEM. With the Higher Education Act up for reauthorization, NSPS should decide if it wishes to promote 
legislation to classify all GIS as STEM.  
 
Tax Reform and Cash Accounting 
Some surveying, mapping and geospatial firms may be impacted by a comprehensive tax reform bill introduced in Congress by 
Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI), chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee.  The proposal lowers corporate tax rates, but 
makes offsets through various reforms, including limits on the use of cash-based accounting.  When the 1986 tax reform act was 
before Congress, ACSM work to assure that cash accounting was preserved for certain firms that are in the performance of 
services in the fields of health, veterinary services, law, engineering (including surveying and mapping), architecture, 
accounting, actuarial science, performing arts, or consulting. 
 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
On October 23, the House passed H.R. 3080, the "Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) of 2013" by a 
417-3 vote. In May, the Senate passed its Water Resources Development Act, S. 601, in May by a 83-14 vote. The two bills are 
now in conference.  An amendment in the House that would have required the Corps of Engineers to contract with the private 
sector for surveying and mapping services to the maximum extent possible was rejected on a voice vote. 
 


