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(from the journal) 
1767 
October 
 
9 This day the Chief of the Indians which joined us on the 16th of July informed us 

that the above mentioned War Path (Catawba Trail) was the extent 
of his commission from the Chiefs of the Six Nations 
that he should go with us, with the Line; and that he would not 
proceed one step farther Westward. 

10 The Indians with us still persisting that they 
will not go any farther Westward with the Line; we 
sent for the Sector which was left at our Store 
House at the Forks of Cheat and Monaungahela. 

11 Set up the Sector in the Direction of our Line 
at the distance of 233 Miles 13 Chains and 68 Links 
from the Post marked West in Mr. Bryan's Field, and 
made the following Observations. 

 

 

Mason Dixon 250 at the Mason Dixon Historical Park was the final celebration of, arguably, the most 

famous line in the world. Many months of planning culminated in the success of this event from a 16-

member board made up of amateur astronomers, indigenous historians, local crafters and Surveyors. 

So how did Surveyors get involved in this event? We asked.   

As a member of the Surveyors Historical Society and the president of the WV Affiliate of Surveyors 

Historical Society (WVASHS), I felt an overwhelming desire to be a part of this event to commemorate 

the final point set by Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon on the famous line which bears their names. 

Knowing this may be a daunting task, I enlisted the help of all who would be inclined to do so. Reaching 

out to our WVASHS, our West Virginia Society of Professional Surveyors (WVSPS), the local Laurel 

Highlands Chapter and Southwest Chapter of Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors (PSLS), and the 

local Mountain Regional Chapter of WVSPS, without whose help this may not have been as successful. 

We are also thankful to our National Society of Professional Surveyors for providing promotional items 

and providing a NSPS banner for display. 

This has been an interstate success between Surveyors of on either side of the Mason Dixon Line, 

coming together to celebrate the final point of that amazing line, but also in promoting surveying to 

perspective students of our profession and to the public in general. On Friday, we were blessed with 24 

students from local public high schools, and the local home-schooling network. All students were very 

attentive and polite, and seemed to enjoy the ability to have hands-on teaching. We provided 

information on what it takes to become a Surveyor, and a demonstration of early survey techniques 

such as compass and chain, transit and tape, as well as total stations and robotics, right on the Mason 

Dixon Line. These students can say with certainty that they have surveyed on this great line. Not many 

Surveyors in the neighboring states can make this claim, but the students now can. After a brief break 

for lunch, we demonstrated more modern techniques of GPS and the use of drones in surveying, and 

presented each student a certificate for attending our demonstration.   



We also felt this would be an opportunity to include students from our local colleges to aid and interact 

with Professional Surveyors, and narrow the gap between education and practical application of our 

profession. We had volunteers from Glenville State College’s Land Surveying Program and Fairmont 

State University’s Civil Engineering Program. They not only aided in demonstrations, but were also able 

to interact with professionals who work in the field of surveying on a daily basis and gain insight on their 

chosen profession.  

Saturday and Sunday were the main event days, and each brought about 500 people to the event. We 

were strategically located between the main event area populated by local crafters and food vendors, 

and the Mason Dixon line, where a period Indian encampment was present along with the Geographers 

of the Army organization. In this same the area, many members of the survey community have come 

together to install a foundation stone and brick monument which is 16.5 feet in length (1-rod, pole or 

perch), as well as two up-right stones set 66 feet apart (1-chain) with an original Crownstone base which 

was  recovered during the excavation of a re-monumentation project. It was then donated to our use 

and this feature was placed as a centerpiece. This is the furthermost west that any original monument 

(or piece) quarried in England in the 1760’s has been installed on the line. A truly humbling and historic 

experience. 

Another highlight of the event was the honor of having in attendance the Great grandnephew (John 

Dixon) of Jeremiah Dixon, as well as his daughter and the Great granddaughters of Jeremiah, Janet 

Helgason (and daughters Jody and Jackie).   Through evidence found in the notes of Charles Mason's 

journal, I escorted these ladies to the very spot where their great grandfather, Jeremiah, laid under a 

Zenith Sector and took observation to establish and complete the portion of the line which bears their 

name, almost 250 years to the day. How can surveying get any better than this? 

The event concluded with a rededication of the line. Proclamations were read by members of 

Representatives of the states of Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and dignitaries were recognized from 

adjoining counties of Monongalia in WV and Greene in PA. We also dedicated the new stone and brick 

feature, The Third Crossing of Dunkard Recreation Area, to memorialize the work of Charles Mason and 

Jeremiah Dixon, as well as a testament for those to come after, who choose to follow in our footsteps. 

This area was named to recognize its location within the park, as well as its position on the line as 

Mason noted within his journal as being the “third crossing of Dunkard”. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Richard R. (Rick) Casteel, 

President WVASHS/Past President of WVSPS) 

 

 


