
NSPS  Comments on Draft NSDI Strategic Plan

NSPS has followed up on a recent report of its intent to comment on the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure Strategic Plan 2014-2016.  Comments were filed on August 20, 2013.  

NSPS, the national professional surveyors organization, is pleased to provide these comments on the 
draft NSDI Strategic Plan

Having been represented as a non-governmental organization during the two sessions to solicit input 
from stakeholders, NSPS is disappointed that a number of issues brought up in the sessions are still not 
reflected in the draft plan.

We suggest the following revisions:
1.     We believe the plan should outline what will comprise the critical framework data in the next 

generation of NSDI. Although suggested in the stakeholders sessions, neither Parcels, nor 
Underground Infrastructure/Utilities are included in the plan as data layers. They should be.

2.     We believe limitations on geospatial data due to concerns over individual citizen “privacy” is 
one of the most serious threats to the geospatial community.  While the draft strategic plan 
makes only passing reference to this very significant and serious threat, we believe the plan 
should be revised to more adequately recognize this threat and the need for FGDC to take an 
active role in addressing this issue.

3.     NSPS strongly supports the USGS 3-DEP program. 3-DEP is not mentioned in the report, but 
should be included. Similarly, the geodesy framework layer and the NGS national height 
modernization program are critically important and deserving of attention in the plan.

4.     NSPS strongly opposes any reference to geospatial being part of, or associated with, the 
information technology (IT) field. References to geospatial in the context of IT should be 
eliminated. NSPS and its predecessor, ACSM, has long classified surveying, mapping and 
geospatial activities as part of the broad field of engineering. This is consistent with several 
Federal government classifications. We urge the NSDI strategic plan to do so as well.

5.     During previous stakeholder meetings, state licensing and professional certification of 
individual practitioners engaged in the geospatial profession were identified as a critical issue 
that should be addressed in the NSDI strategic plan. Unfortunately, this issue is still absent from 
the draft plan. We respectfully urge its inclusion.

6.     The NSDI strategic plan is an opportunity to endorse and promote the qualifications based 
selection (QBS) process for the procurement of firms to provide data acquisition, processing, 
and related professional services, as called for in the Brooks Act, and as used by most agencies.

NSPS appreciates having been included as a stakeholder in previous discussions of the NSDI, and the 
opportunity to submit its comments/recommendations. We respectfully urge the inclusion of our 
suggested revisions to the strategic plan, and look forward to taking a continued role in its further 
development.


