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An Open Letter to Our Fellow  
Professional Surveyor Societies 

 
Greetings fellow surveyors,  

     As you know, the NSPS is currently offering a 100% “All In” membership 
program at a modest cost that will unify the surveying associations throughout the 
United States.  This program will strengthen the Survey Profession’s collective voice 
and enhance our national influence.  In order to protect the future of our profession, 
the surveying community must become pro-active and unify ourselves within an 
organization that represents, as near as possible, 100% of the surveying profession.  
The program is having considerable success but still has a ways to go.  Currently, 22 
State Societies have gone “all in”; expanded the membership rolls of NSPS from less 
than 3,000 to more than 10,000.  Once the rest follow suit and sign the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) – membership in NSPS will grow to about 30,000.  So, we 
invite your society to join us in this endeavor. 

      One of the new benefits of joint membership is a seat on the NSPS Board 
of Directors.  Additionally, our new communications consultant, Flatdog Media, and 
our new legislative affairs consultant, John M. Palatiello & Associates, will help us 
increase our influence in government affairs and public relations.   

      We have faced many challenges in 2012, and our collective effort in 
addressing those challenges is the only way we will succeed.  Whether it is the threat 
to high precision GPS users, as evidenced by the LightSquared issue; the successful 
repeal of an onerous and unnecessary tax on businesses that provides services to 
government entities; or keeping our steady hand on the future direction of our 
profession, it is critical that we work together.  Nothing is going to happen in 
Surveying without leadership and that national leadership is the National Society of 
Professional Surveyors. 

     Friends, this is your opportunity to make a difference! Don’t let it slip 
away.  It is up to us All to protect the future of surveying. We will educate the 
general public that surveyors are the land boundary experts and that land surveyors 
have always held the role of evaluating evidence, locating property boundaries, and 
establishing new property lines.  We will enhance our influence and our focus 
attracting young folks into the profession.  We will remind ourselves and the public 



just how broad the umbrella known as “Surveying” is; covering Data Management, 
Geomatics, GPS, GIS, Geodesy, Construction Surveying, Photogrammetry, 
Hydrology, and all the other myriad technologies.  These are the challenges before 
us.  Please count yourself “IN” for guiding the way forward for our profession, which 
as we all know, is - the greatest profession in the world! 

   As Benjamin Franklin said, “We must all hang together or we shall most 
assuredly all hang separately!” and as Dave Doyle said, “We may be on the verge of 
seeing some significant changes in the traditional perspective of how some 
boundaries can be defined, along with the capability for almost anyone on the planet 
with a modest investment in GNSS technology to know where they are within the 
size of the palm of their hand.  It’s an exciting time.” 

Thank you and best regards to you all. 

 
Rick Howard 

Chairman – NSPS Board of Governors 

And the NSPS Membership Committee 
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