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A new conference name shared by ACSM and Esri while serving an 
old purpose—UNITY
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Back in 2003 when Esri was still pronounced E-S-R-I, something ground 
breaking occurred in San Diego, California that would change the course of many 
things to come. For the first time in the company’s history, Land Surveying took 
the spotlight at the Esri User Conference and the inaugural Survey & GIS Summit 
was formed. Everyone involved in this meeting understood the goal we were 
striving for.  Three important organizational directors keynoted this conference: 
ACSM, FIG, and NGS. I still recall the sense of excitement to have such an all-
star cast ready and willing to travel to San Diego to discuss “all things survey.”  I 
was always reminded in my survey upbringing that surveyors operate under many 
hats, for example: field crews, drafters/ designers, court experts, problem solvers, 
writers, and so on… but always as professionals. And that day we were 
professionals, stepping through another technology threshold.  

The event also marked the start of Esri’s relationship with ACSM. Eric Anderson, 
ACSM Past President, delivered the first Summit keynote presentation.  In the 
years to come Summit attendees would also hear from Curt Sumner, ACSM 
Director, and NSPS Governors John Matonich and Wayne Harrison as they 
addressed working in changing economic climates and explored the legislation 
headlines at the time such as GIS/surveying unification and their benefits to 
businesses.

We get to share the stage once again this July as we co-host the largest surveying 
conference in the United States– the ACSM Annual Conference which is now 
known as The Survey Summit.   

The old Summit and the new one was and will be a monumental event because of 
the unity between the major players from distant, but related disciplines. 
Everyone who participates in the Summit leaves Southern California more 
educated, informed, a little sun burned, and fueled with new ideas and a better 
understanding of each other’s needs and concerns. As a conference, we have 
covered a lot of ground in these last eight years. You have to remember that in 
2003, a room full of these different mapping professionals was more likely to be a 
debate rather than a collaborative workshop. The entire event marked a radical 
shift in thinking by all parties and it has continued to this day. The Summit has 
maintained a good scorecard as many of those who attended the inaugural 
gathering keep coming back year after year, along with many new faces from the 
once distant worlds of the geospatial and surveying industries.

When the Summit first came to fruition, its purpose was for surveyors and related 
professionals to meet and discuss ways to coexist, cooperate, and complement one 
other. Since then, there are a few things that have changed and will shape our next 



conference such as the joining of ACSM, the ever evolving technologies we work 
with, and the latest technologies such as LIDAR, 3D Scanning, Machine Control, 
and Imagery. However, that original purpose of unity is still as important as it 
ever was. And if we can have a little fun in the meantime, I’m all for it. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 2011 Survey Summit held July 7-12 at the San 
Diego Convention Center. For more info and a list of the agenda, paper 
presentations, travel and accommodation, and details of participating in our 
Torrey Pines Golf Tournament, please visit www.surveysummit.com.

http://www.surveysummit.com/

