
Report to NSPS on Technical Mapping Advisory Council to FEMA  
In-Person Meeting held July 31 and August 1, 2019, at AECOM, Arlington, VA 

Submitted by Jim Nadeau, PLS, CFM 

  
Day 1 – On July 31, 2019, the TMAC met for the first time since their last official 
meeting on September 25 and 26, in Reston, VA.  The 11-month hiatus between in-
person meetings was primarily due to there being too few members to have a voting 
quorum as a result of the Trump Administration’s delay in vetting new members and 
reappointing existing members.  Appointments were delivered via email to members 
in March 2019, and phone meetings followed to bring all members back to current.  
With assistance from Subject Matter Experts and support personnel, the TMAC 
worked to review, finalize, and approve the 2018 Annual Report.  We anticipate it 
will take much of the month of August to make all necessary revisions and finalize 
the report, with a tentative delivery to FEMA occurring this fall. 
  
Day 2 – On August 1, 2019, the TMAC met again to start the 2019 Annual Report.  
Much of the day was spent discussing the agenda and objectives, reviewing the 
Tasking Memo, establishing three new subcommittees, and planning our tentative 
schedule moving forward.  Mike Grimm, FEMA’s Assistant Administrator for Risk 
Management within the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration, gave a 1-
hour presentation on current initiatives at FEMA, and how TMAC insight helps 
improve program development.  His presentation was well received by council 
members, and created the impression that the council’s efforts are valuable to 
FEMA.  No new dates for in-person meetings have been scheduled yet, though 
tentatively, the TMAC may meet in person again in November.  Virtual meetings will 
continue throughout the next few months.  Since it is already August, the schedule to 
complete the 2019 Annual Report is aggressive. 
  
The first day of the TMAC meeting was attended by the former land surveyor 
member, Wendy Lathrop, PLS, CFM, who assisted with the completion of the 2018 
Annual Report as a Subject Matter Expert.  In spending my first day with TMAC 
members, it is clear that Wendy has played an extremely important role in all the 
previous reports; there was no shortage of compliments and respect for her. As the 
1996 Past President of NSPS, she has remained extremely involved in enhancing the 
perception and importance of our profession, as well as its vital role in floodplain 
management.  In the handful of years I have known her, I can state without 
hesitation that we are all very fortunate to have Wendy in our profession. Thank you, 
Wendy!  
 


