
Virginia Surveyors Work to Alter Legislation

A delegation representing the Virginia Association of Surveyors (VAS) recently met with staff of 
Governor Bob McDonnell to suggest that a bill (SB804) passed by both houses of the Virginia legislature 
be amended prior to being signed into law by the Governor.

The background for SB 804 is that the counties of Louisa and Goochland had voluntarily adopted a 
boundary agreement. The counties were required to file a petition to the circuit court to relocate or 
change the boundary line between them. 

As part of such a process, it has been traditionally required that such a petition have attached to it (i) a 
plat depicting the change in the boundaries of the localities as agreed; or (ii) a metes and bounds 
description of the new boundary as agreed upon by the two localities.

If signed by Governor McDonnell, SB804 would allow as an alternative to (i) or (ii), noted above, that 
regarding the boundary between the Counties of Louisa and Goochland, a Geographic Information  
System (GIS) map depicting the change in the boundaries of the localities as agreed with a general  
description of the new boundary line.

Among the arguments made to the Governor’s staff by the VAS delegation was the fact that, although 
SB 804 is specific to the two named counties, the precedent it would set is an inappropriate one, and 
would result in future hardship on the respective counties and land owners affected by the change in 
the location of the county boundary line. This hardship would result from the uncertainty of the 
boundary line’s true location as a result of simply depicting it on a GIS map. Such depiction would not 
provide adequate information to correctly place markers along the line on the ground.

Accordingly, VAS suggested the following amended language for SB 804: (iii) regarding the boundary  
between the Counties of Louisa and Goochland, a map depicting the changes in the boundaries of the  
localities as having been established by Virginia State Plane Coordinates, South Zone meeting National  
Geodetic Survey standards and placed in a Geographic Information System (GIS).

At the time of the writing of this article, Goochland County had agreed to the alternative language 
suggested by VAS as an amendment to SB804. Louisa County had not yet approved the language. Stating 
concerns about the cost involved to establish State Plane Coordinates at the breaks in the amended 
County line, a preference was stated that would have the new line follow selected existing parcels lines 
as depicted on the county’s current GIS map, with the boundary lines of those parcels becoming the 
County line when they are actually surveyed.

As this issue plays out, we will keep our readers informed. As noted above, whatever happens in this 
case will set a precedent if such cases occur in the future.

 


