
Congressman Grills GSA Acting Administrator on GIS-based Federal Land 
Inventory

Rep. Kevin Yoder (R-KS) questioned GSA Acting Administrator Dan Tangherlini 
regarding Federal agency ownership of land, buildings, facilities and other real property 
assets, and an inventory thereof, at a March 19 hearing of a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee.  Yoder's probe confirmed the Federal government lacks a current, 
accurate, accessible geo-enabled inventory of its land holdings.  The questioning starts 
at 51:00 minutes and ends at the 1 hour mark.

FLAIR Act Cosponsors Grow to Ten

Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform (FLAIR) Act, H.R.916, introduced by Rep. Ron 
Kind (D-WI), now has ten bipartisan cosponsors.  Joining the bill to create a current, 
accurate cadastre of all land owned by Federal agencies are Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV), 
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT), Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-
OR), Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Rep. Mike Coffman (R-CO), Rep. Walter Jones (R-
NC), Rep. Michael Michaud (D-ME), Rep. David Price (D-NC), and Rep. Don Young (R-
AK).
House Ways and Means Committee Releases “Discussion Draft” on Tax 

Reform, Proposes to Limit A/E Firm Use of Cash Accounting
Architecture-Engineering firms, including firms providing surveying or mapping 
services, with annual revenues up to $10 million, would continue to qualify to use cash 
based accounting, according to a discussion draft released last week by House Ways 
and Means Chairman Dave Camp (R-MI). 
To view the summary document of the draft, please click here.
The discussion draft is designed to provide more uniform tax treatment for pass-
through businesses such as sole proprietorships, partnerships and S corporations.  The 
discussion draft includes proposals that would:
 
• Spur investment in equipment needed to grow business operations by providing 
permanent expensing of investments and property under section 179 of the tax code;
• Simplify tax and accounting practices by expanding the use of the simpler “cash 
accounting” method to businesses with gross receipts of $10 million or less;
• Provide relief for start-up and organizational costs by establishing a unified deduction 
for these expenses; and
• Make tax compliance easier for partners and S corporation shareholders by reordering 
and simplifying the due dates of tax returns for partners and S corporations.
The Ways and Means Committee has established working groups on designated tax 
areas.  Each working group will report to the full committee by April 15.
When Congress enacted tax reform In 1986, ACSM won approval of cash accounting for 
surveying and mapping firms.  The Tax Court upheld the consideration of surveying as a 
professional service that is part of the broad field of engineering.
Federal Agency Mapping Conferences Are Victims of Sequestration
Two upcoming Federal agency mapping conferences have been canceled due to "sequestration" 
budget reductions.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration nixed its "Coastal 
Geotools" conference,  slated to begin this coming Monday, March 25 in Myrtle Beach, SC.  

http://thomas.loc.gov/video/house-committee/hsap/30093292
http://geotools.csc.noaa.gov/program/
http://geotools.csc.noaa.gov/program/
http://www.us.kpmg.com/microsite/taxnewsflash/2010/Apr/10177.html
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=320022
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/small_biz_summary_description_03_12_13_final.pdf
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=323445


Similarly, the  The National Map     Users Conference and USGS Community for Data Integration   
Workshop that was to take place May 21-24, 2013 in Denver, CO has been tabled.  Moreover, the 
National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) meeting, originally scheduled for April 2-3, 
2013 at the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV has been cancelled 
and replaced by a web-based meeting.

http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2013
http://nationalmap.gov/uc/
http://nationalmap.gov/uc/
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