
Eighteen youth shooters, ages 12 to 19 attended 

an NSSA Sponsored Shooting Camp at the 

Imperial Polk County Skeet Club. NSSA Chief 

Instructor Ralph Aaron and NSSA instructors W. 

Tod Bowman, Bill Ducharme, David Reed and 

Lum Thornhill, spent June 24th and 25th, 2010, 

instructing the young shooters on Safety, Skeet 

Shooting Fundamentals and the Mental Game. 

The shooters exemplified a good cross section of 

the various clay shooting sports and represented 

the NRA, 4-H, Boy Scouts, ATA, NSCA and 

NSSA. Ken Keth arranged the camp and solicited 

NSSA Chief Instructor Ralph Aaron working with 

student shooter 
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Brad West and Norm Rushton 

sponsored 2 Youth Shooter to 

attend the Skeet Shooting 

Youth Camp offered on June 

24th and 25th. Norm and Brad 

originally tried to sponsor 2 

shooters from their club but 

when it became apparent that 

scheduling conflicts would not 

make it possible they decided   
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F L O R I D A  S K E E T  g a z e t t e  

the NSSA to provide Ralph Aaron and Florida 

Shooters like Brad West and Norm Rushton for 

shooting scholarships to help offset the cost. Ken 

pulled together the two day program, which 

provided our young shooters with up to 16 rounds 

of skeet per student and 4 square meals complete 

with Instructors, which gave each young shooter 

enough personal one-

on-one training so they 

could advance to the 

next level of their 

shooting game. The 

camp began with a 

morning of classroom 

instruction where each 

shooter was checked 

for gun fit and eye 

dominance, which was followed with instruction on 

gun safety and skeet fundamentals. The afternoon 

session had the shooters divided into shooting 

teams of no more than 5 shooters. The smaller 

squads allowed the instructors to provide first 

hand solutions to problems and issues that 

affected the shooter.  The instructors worked with 

their students to determine their strengths and  

(cont’d on page 2) 

 

 

Brad West and Norm Rushton 

to open their offer to any 

shooter that could benefit from 

their sponsorship. The lucky 

shooters Kyle Kaufman a 

Sporting Clay Shooter and 

Chad Brown a new shooter 

were selected to be sponsored.   
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weaknesses on a skeet field.  

The young shooters shot approximately 7 

rounds of practice and then finished the 

day with a round of regulation skeet to 

judge their level of achievement and 

understanding of the fundamentals they 

had worked on during the day. 

The second day of camp opened again 

with NSSA Chief Instructor Ralph Aaron 

working in the classroom teaching “skeet 

field etiquette” and the “mental game of 

skeet”; then it was back to the skeet 

fields for more shooting and instruction. 

An unexpected benefit of the camp was 

shooting instructors for the NRA, 4-H and 

the Scholastic Shooting Foundations 

followed the 2 day camp and also 

learned new methods and procedure that 

they planned to implement into their 

future training programs. The afternoon 

Youth Camp (cont ’d )  

Youth Shooter setting up for  target 

shooting session was again ended with a 

regulation round of skeet to determine 

the 

shooters level of improvement.  

Ralph Aaron presented the shooters with 

“Certificates of Completion” and 

reminded them that they were the next 

generation of shooting champions.       
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