
NYSVMS Annual Business Meeting Minutes 
October 18, 2015 – Ithaca, NY 

 
Held during the 2015 New York State Veterinary Conference, President Dean Snyder, DVM called the 
Annual Business Meeting to order at 7:30am. 
 
A motion CARRIED unanimously to waive the reading of the minutes and a motion CARRIED 
unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2014, Annual Business Meeting.  Past president 
Linda Jacobson, DVM, read the Veterinarians Oath, and past president Rene van Ee, DVM presented the 
In Memoriam report.  The members of the New York State Veterinary Medical Society assembled in 
annual meeting session respectfully stood in memorial silence in recognition of departed members.  The 
names included: Michael Ball, DVM, Central NY VMA, Donald Davidsen, DVM, Southern Tier VMA, 
Francis Fox, DVM, Southern Tier VMA, Bonnie Glendening, NYSVMS Auxiliary, Norman Goldstein, DVM, 
Central NY VMA, Mark Kranz, DVM, Western NY VMA, Wendell King Loomis, DVM, Ronald Martin, DVM, 
Catskill VMA, John "Jack" McCormick, Western NY VMA, Richard Miller, DVM, Capital District VMA, John 
Missenis, DVM, Capital District VMA, Keith Henry Orts, DVM, George Poppensiek, DVM, Southern Tier, 
Joseph Renaldo, DVM, Central NY VMA, Raymond Russo, DVM, Robert Thomas, DVM, Capital District 
VMA, George Vineyard, DVM, Western NY VMA, Donald Webster, DVM, Hudson Valley VMA. 
 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
Dean Snyder, DVM said it was an honor and a privilege to serve as 2015 NYSVMS President. He 
provided a summary of actions and initiatives completed during his tenure.  He highlighted the significant 
changes made to the nominations process, which focuses all year on the development of future leaders 
who can be instrumental in all areas of NYSVMS leadership positions.  He concluded his report with a 
summary of efforts to streamline the operations of the regional VMAs. 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 2015 ADDRESS 
Dr. Wylegala said she looks forward to continuing the achievements and goals set forth in the 2015-2018 
strategic plan.  She said she has found her volunteer time on the conference/education planning 
committees to be most rewarding and encourage others to get involved where they have an interest. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Dr. Bartholf said the NYSVMS is financially healthy and both expenses and income are within budget 
compared to previous years.  He provided a detailed report of investments, net assets and expenses to 
date.  He said it’s the NYSVMS executive board’s fiduciary responsibility to maintain a reserve fund to 
ensure the association’s financial stability in the event of unexpected financial needs, severe decline in 
revenue, or development of new projects and initiatives.  He presented the draft 2016 budget currently 
being reviewed by the Executive Board. 
 
BYLAWS AMENDMENTS 
Dr. Will said the amendments were presented to the membership in accordance with the bylaw 
procedures.  The amendments being voted are as follows: require distinguished active members to pay 
annual dues to NYSVMS; strikeout reference in Article II, Section 2 to “moral character”; establish 3-year 
term for the office of treasurer, with additional language allowing for a maximum of two successive terms; 
consideration by the Executive Board to terminate a regional association who fails to comply with 
provisions stated in the association’s Bylaws; and finally, an ability to amend the bylaws during a special 
meeting of members or the annual business meeting.  A motion CARRIED unanimously to approve all the 
Bylaws Amendments as presented.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Executive Director Jennifer Mauer, CAE, said she was honored to serve the association and its member 
community for nearly five years.  She reported on new programs, updated services, and operational tasks 
undertaken since the last annual business meeting.  She thanked the executive board and staff for their 
invaluable support and commitment to excellence.  She thanked Dr. Thompson and the Cornell staff for 
their continued support of partnership efforts between both organizations. 
 



OLD BUSINESS  
Dr. Linda Jacobson reported on actions and issues related to the political education committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Election of Allan Bregman, DVM as 2016 NYSVMS Treasurer.  CARRIED unanimously.  Dr. Larry 
Bartholf was honored with a standing ovation for his many years of service to the NYSVMS and 
the profession at large. 

b. Election of Drs. Walter McCarthy and Eric Bregman, VMD as AVMA Delegate and Alternate 
Delegate, elected for a four-year term. Dr. McCarthy will begin his second, and final, four-year 
term. Dr. Kaddatz was honored with a standing ovation for his years of service as alternate 
delegate. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MARGRET THOMPSON, DVM, DACVR AS 2016 PRESIDENT-ELECT  
Dr. Snyder said Margret Thompson, DVM, of the Southern Tier NY VMA, was nominated by the Executive 
Board for the position of President-Elect.  After a vote by members in attendance, Dr. Thompson was 
declared the 2016 President-elect and will assume office January 1, 2016.  She said it is a great honor to 
represent the veterinarians of NYS and said the association is poised for another successful year of new 
initiatives and membership growth as the current 3-year strategic plan objectives continue forward. 
 
Having no further business, a motion CARRIED to adjourn the Annual Business Meeting at 8:20am. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Jennifer Mauer, CAE 
Executive Director 


