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Quick takeaway: A new voluntary 
No. 1-B grade for biodiesel (B100) passed 
the ASTM D2 Committee on Petroleum 
Products and Lubricants this past spring.
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Production Legislation Markets Tech Corner

The NBB is going live with two new  
Biodiesel educational and outreach tools.

T he National Biodiesel Board is proud to introduce the new BEN Newsletter 
and the all new Biodiesel-e2e app.  The intent of the two new tools is to pro-

vide up-to-date information to educate and guide biodiesel producers, storage 
terminal operators, suppliers, distributors and end users with easy access to the 

most useful information pertaining to 
the handling and use of biodiesel.

The New BEN Newsletter
The BEN (Biodiesel Education Network) 
Newsletter is being reintroduced in this 
June 2013 issue as a quarterly edu-
cation and outreach tool to augment 
Ask BEN the online Biodiesel /Bioheat 
question and answer tool. Each quar-
terly issue will highlight key biodiesel 
industry topics, from a pool of twelve 
industry pertinent areas, such as tech-
nical, legislative, production, markets 
and more. Sign up and the newsletter 
will be delivered for your convenience 
as an interactive PDF file in your email, 
so you can read it online at your desk-
top, tablet or phone, or print it out to 
take it with you. The National Biodiesel 
Board will email the quarterly newslet-
ter to all members and their website 
will archive issues for public access. 
The new BEN Newsletter will follow a 
different format from past issues. The 
>> continued next page (click here)
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Get answers to all your biodiesel 
technical questions.

–– click here––
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newsletter will address four major 
biodiesel topic areas in each quarterly 
issue and each topic will be accom-
panied by an FAQ, Frequently Asked 
Question pertaining to the main topic. 
Of the four topics chosen from the 
pool of twelve topic areas in each issue 
there will always be a feature article 
and a Technical Corner article.

BEN Newsletter 12 Topic Areas:
 The newsletters will have embedded 
links to additional information related 

to each topic as well as video Brain 
Shark presentations (PowerPoint  
presentations with voice-overs).

The fresh new format for BEN posi-
tions education as a primary objective 
of the network. Better information 
throughout the distribution chain 
means smarter and stronger industry 
growth and reliable results for biodies-
el users.

The Biodiesel-e2e  
Online App
the release of this new tool in Septem-
ber of 2013, introduces a new mod-
ern, interactive tool for Port, Terminal, 
Storage and Supply professionals. The 
new tool under development by the 

National Biodiesel Board is intended to 
assist biodiesel industry professionals 
by creating an online and mobile inter-
active tool to educate and guide the 
handling and use of biodiesel through-
out all facets of the industry infrastruc-
ture. The tool visually shows through 
the use of a digital graphic of a modern 
terminal the key areas where biodiesel 
impacts the operation. The graphic of a 

R ecently there  
have been 

a couple of major 
developments that 
directly impact the 
biodiesel industry 
as a whole and also 

have implications for petroleum 
dealers that blend biodiesel into 
their final marketable product.   
These include the biodiesel  
mixture credit and increased 
volumes of biodiesel required by 
the US EPA.  Following is a brief 
description of each of these.

Blenders tax credit 
(incentive)
This credit, referred to as the  
biodiesel mixture tax credit, is  
applicable to entities that blend 
pure biodiesel with conventional 
petroleum diesel fuel and is available 
only to the producer of the blended 
mixture which must contain at least 
0.1% diesel fuel.  This credit has been 
extended retroactively for 2012 and 
expires December 31, 2013.

Production Legislation Markets Tech Corner
Feature Article << continued from page 1 

Specifically, to be eligible to  
receive this credit:

•   The biodiesel blender must be 
registered with the Internal  
Revenue Service (IRS) (filing  
a Form 637).

•   The credit is the amount of 
$1.00 per gallon and must be 
claimed against its tax liability 
under section 4081.

•   The biodiesel product must 
meet all requirements of the 
most current ASTM specifica-
tion D6751. 

For more detailed information,  
please refer to this website:
<www.afdc.energy.gov>

2013 – Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS) volume 
requirements
Biomass-based Diesel requirement 
of 1.28 billion gallons for 2013 is a 
final rule from the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (US EPA) which 
oversees the national Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS).  In 2012, the US 
biodiesel industry produced approx-
imately 1.1 billion gallons exceeding 
the US EPA RFS2 mandate of 1 bil-
lion gallons.  In addition, the US EPA 
is now in the process of establish-
ing other 2013 volumes, including 
overall Advanced Biofuel volumes 
of which biodiesel qualifies, as well 
as planning for 2014 volumes.  The 

>> continued on page 5 (click here)

The new end-to-end supply  chain  
management  app for shipping,  handling 
and  distribution. Easy-to-use information 
access available at your desktop or  
mobile device

>> continued on page 3 (click here)
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quick click:    Back to top  |  Feature  |  Legislative  |  Tech Corner  |  Markets  |  Production 

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/%20laws/law/US/395
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ASTM committee  
sanctions new  
voluntary  
No.1-B grade  
for B100 biodiesel
By: The National Biodiesel Board | July 25, 2012 

F uel quality and a strong set of 
standards remain one of the 

highest priorities for the biodiesel 
industry. That is why the industry 
continues to refine the ASTM bio-
diesel specifications to meet the 
needs of customers with ultra-low 
sulfur diesel (ULSD) and new diesel 
engine and after treatment  
technology. 

A new voluntary No. 1-B grade 
for biodiesel (B100) passed the 
ASTM D2 Committee on Petroleum 
Products and Lubricants this past 
spring and the results were sanc-
tioned by the ASTM Committee on 

Production Legislation Markets Tech Corner
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On the market 
side of table 
positive  
observations 
from the AREE, 
Atlantic  
Region  
Energy Expo 

K eynote Speaker, David Glendon, 
President & CEO of Sprague 

Operating Resources, LLC, sited

“increased volume and  
interest in the Mid Altan-
tic Northeast region in 
the Biodiesel and  
Bioheat® Fuel markets.” 

David also noted very little Biodiesel 
being shipped by barge or pipeline 
indicating room for growth to bring 
product to market through these 
transportation modes.

Standards in a meeting held late 
last week.

“The biodiesel  
industry took a pro-
active stance to im-
prove the standards 
governing America’s 
advanced biofuel,”
said Joe Jobe, CEO of the National 
Biodiesel Board.  “For the large ma-
jority of biodiesel users, the current 
standard along with conventional 
industry management practices 
allow for biodiesel blend use year-
round, even in extreme climates.” 
ASTM D6751, the ASTM standard for 
B100 prior to blending, was modi-
fied to create a new voluntary No. 
1-B grade. The new grade provides 
more stringent controls for minor 
components in raw materials used 
to make biodiesel, such as vegetable 
oils and animal fats. The specifica-
tion values of the current standard 
will become the No. 2-B grade in 
D6751 without change. Producers 
or blenders can continue to utilize 
the current specification under the 
No. 2-B grade at any time of the year 
exactly as done today, or they may 
opt to use the more stringent No 
1-B grade. The finished blended fuel 
standards-D975 for on- and off-road 
diesel up to 5 percent biodiesel (B5), 

modern terminal address’s all facets of 
biodiesel handling and use throughout 
the supply chain. Each section of the 
terminal is assigned detailed layers 
of information regarding a specific 
function of the terminal operation. The 
terminal is overlaid to a North Amer-
ican continent climatic zone map so 
that specifics that are 
temperature sensitive 
will have the appropri-
ate guidelines for your 
climatic zone.

As an example;   >  
if a terminal operator 
in the northern portion 
of North America has 
interest in what the 

Feature Article << continued from page 2 

>> continued on page 4 (click here)

needs would be to store B100 they 
would log onto the site, register and 
click on the their climatic zone. A drop 
down table will appear to allow the 
query to be further refined to above 
ground storage tanks, storing B100 Soy 
methyl ester. The information available 
would indicate the need for heated, 

insulated tank storage 
and it will list mate-
rials compatibility, 
different methods of 
insulation and heat-
ing the tank.

The graphic will 
represent and be 
>> continued on page 5 
(click here)

quick click:    Back to top  |  Feature  |  Legislative  |  Tech Corner  |  Markets  |  Production 
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D7467 for B6 to B20 on- and off-road 
applications, and D396 for heating 
oil up to 5 percent biodiesel-do not 
change. B100 used for D975, D7467, 
and D396 must continue to meet 

D6751 (either the 
No. 1-B or the No. 2-B 
grade) prior to blend-
ing.

The choice of the 
No. 1-B and No. 2-B 
designations were 
selected to make the 
standard as similar as 
possible as the current 
mode of operation 
with No. 1 and No. 2 
diesel fuel. Most users 
utilize No. 2 diesel 
fuel, but if they expe-
rience unexpected 

filter clogging they can switch to No. 
1 diesel fuel, use additives or other 
means to prevent unexpected filter 
clogging. The same philosophy is to be 
maintained with the No. 1-B and No. 
2-B biodiesel specification, i.e., most 
users will continue to utilize the No. 
2-B biodiesel but if unexpected filter 
clogging is experienced, No. 1-B can be 
used for blending.

The interest in creating No.1-B 
specification was triggered by a handful 
of cases with the new ULSD fuel ex-
periencing unexpected filter clogging 
above the cloud point of the finished 
blend, which mostly occurred with low 
aromatic No. 1-type diesel blends. The 
voluntary No. 1-B grade maintains the 

same parameters as the current stan-
dard, and provides more stringent con-
trols for minor components, which have 
been implicated in rare filter clogging 
in the field with ULSD. Mono-glycerides 
were chosen as a surrogate for all minor 
components and are limited in the new 
No. 1-B grade to 0.40 percent mass max-
imum, and the Cold Soak Filtration Time 
is limited to 200 seconds year around.

“We are committed as an 

industry to being proactive 

so that the end user gets 

the best product possible,” 
said Kyle Anderson, technical projects 
manager for the NBB.  “As part of our 
ongoing commitment to improving 
the standards and fuel quality, we 
will continue to investigate these rare 
phenomena and may propose further 
changes over time as more data and im-
proved test methods become available. 
Biodiesel is one of the most tested fuels 
in the world, and that’s why customers 
can have confidence in biodiesel blends 

Production Legislation Markets Tech Corner

As we are coming off 
of a very good year in 
2012, the 2013 calen-
dar year is shaping up 
to be equally as  
productive for the  
Biodiesel Industry. 

Based upon speaker informa-
tion and quotes from industry 

executives from the recent AREE, 
Atlantic Region Energy Expo, REG, 
Renewable Energy Group, Execu-
tive Director of Sales and Market-
ing, Jon Scharington, sited several 
positive factors. 
The number of US Biodiesel pro-
duction facilities has grown, as well 
as total production capacity to 2.7 
Billion GPY. These factors along with 
a very positive outlook on the Bio-
heat® market in the Northeast align 
to drive the market share of biodies-
el blend volumes. Jon did share a 

concern in that there appears to be 
a lack of understanding for Biodiesel 
incentives such, Federal Production 
Credits, Blending Credits, RFS2, and 
individual State and Local Incentive 
Programs.

Production Statistics:   
National Biodiesel Board/ US EPA

 The U.S. biodiesel industry reached 
a key milestone by producing more 
than 1 billion gallons of fuel in 2011, 
according to year-end numbers 
released by the EPA in January 2012.
The total volume of nearly 1.1 billion 
gallons is by far a record for the 
industry and easily exceeded the 
800 million gallon target required 
under the EPA’s Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS). The previous record 
for biodiesel production was about 
690 million gallons in 2008. 

A recent economic study com-

Tech Corner... continued 

Get answers to all your biodiesel 
technical questions.

–– click here––

>> continued on page 5 (click here)

quick click:    Back to top  |  Feature  |  Legislative  |  Tech Corner  |  Markets  |  Production 
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US EPA has proposed 2.75 billion RIN 
Advanced Biofuels volume for 2013 
(including 1.28 billion gallons of bio-
mass-based diesel, or 1.92 billion RINs).  

Biodiesel qualifies for the Advanced 
Biofuel pool over and above the 1.28 
billion gallons for Biomass-based Die-
sel and can be used to fill not only the 
D4 RINs pool, but also can qualify for 
the D5 and D6 pools.  As a point of ref-

with ULSD and new diesel engines and 
after treatment technology moving 
forward.”

The No. 1-B specification passed 
the ASTM D2 Main Committee on 
Petroleum Products and Lubricants 
via electronic ballot adjudication of 
negatives from the December 2011 
ASTM D2 meeting. The handling of the 
negatives was reviewed and approved 

missioned by the National Biodies-
el PRODUCTION Board found that 
biodiesel production of 1 billion 
gallons supports 39,027 jobs across 
the country and more than $2.1 billion 
in household income. An additional 
11,698 jobs could be added between 
2012 and 2013 alone under continued 
growth in the Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard (RFS) and with an extension of the 
biodiesel tax incentive. 

labeled for, Storage, Pipe Line, Barge, 
Shipping, Rail and Truck Transport,  
Materials Compatibility, Quality Con-
trol, ASTM Specifications, Bills of Laden, 
Certificate of Analysis as well as MSDS, 
and Life Safety protocol.

As one research’s specific areas of 
interest through the graphic within the 
biodiesel handling and use industry 
links will be available to supply more 
in depth detail for your area of interest. 
The links will include videos, voice over 
power point presentations and brain 
shark presentations as well as links to 
other websites for the most up to date 
information.

As with the BEN Newsletter, the 
fresh new format of Bio-Port e to e 
positions education as a primary ob-
jective of the network. Better informa-
tion throughout the distribution chain 
means smarter and stronger industry 
growth and reliable results for  
biodiesel users. 

by the ASTM Committee on Standards 
at a meeting late last week. The modi-
fied version of ASTM D6751 containing 
the new No. 1-B grade will be released 
for public use later this summer after 
editorial review and typesetting.

1-B & 2-B – B100 Biodiesel 
Technical Summary;
The National Biodiesel Board (NBB) led 
the way and now a new grade of B100 
has been established (No. 1-B grade 
of B100). This was in response to a 
few rare instances within the past few 
years of observed filter clogging above 
cloud point with blends, mostly with 
kerosene-like fuels. The only difference 
between No. 1B and No. 2B B100 is that 
the new fuel specification has tighter 
controls for oil/fat minor components.  
Specifically, No. 1-B has: 

•  Year around 200 second Cold  
Soak Filtration Test value versus  
360 seconds for No. 2 biodiesel,

 
•  A maximum total mono-glycerides 

of 0.4 (% mass) versus no  
mono-glycerides for No. 2.  

The rest of the specifications 
between the two grades 
are the same.  The accepted 
definitions of each grade are 
as follows:

•  Grade No. 1-B S15 – A special pur-
pose biodiesel blend stock intend-
ed for use in middle distillate fuel 

Feature Article 
<< continued from page 3 

Production Article 
<< continued from page 3 

Tech  Corner 
<< continued from page 4 

Legislative Article 
<< continued from page 3 

erence, in 2012 the Advanced Biofuel 
Requirement was 2.0 billion RINs and 
in 2012, Biomass-based Diesel generat-
ed 1.72 billion RINs or 85 percent of the 
Advanced Requirement. 

For more information on the 2013 RFS 
volumes go to this website:
<www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefu-
els/index.htm>

applications which can be sensitive 
to the presence of partially reacted 
glycerides, including those applica-
tions requiring good low tempera-
ture operability, and also requiring a 
fuel blend component with 15 ppm 
sulfur (maximum).

   
•  Grade No. 2-B S15 – A general 

purpose biodiesel blend stock 
intended for use in middle distillate 
fuel applications that require a fuel 
blend component with 15 ppm 
sulfur (maximum). 
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Petroleum Liason to the NBB

Bob Cerio, Content Editor  
Technical Advisor to the NBB

Richard Nelson, Content Contributor 
Technical legislation advisor to the NBB 

Steve Brenner, Design and Layout

Contact:

Please contact the  
Biodiesel Hotline with any additional questions or 

comments about the BEN Newsletter:

1-800-929-3437

quick click:    Back to top  |  Feature  |  Legislative  |  Tech Corner  |  Markets  |  Production 
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Q. How do I find more information 
about Renewable Fuel Standards?

A. This website offers the latest 
information on all aspects associated 
with complying with the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS) from feed stocks 
that qualify to end use and reporting 
requirements back to EPA.
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renew-
ablefuels/regulations.htm

It should be checked periodically as 
data/information can and does change 
frequently.  
 
A. How do I find more information 
about RFS Compliance? 

Q. For more advanced information on 
how biodiesel producers, blenders, 
and obligated parties deal with the RFS 
and comply with the regulations, view 
information contained at the following 
website. 
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renew-
ablefuels/emtshtml/emtstutorials.htm
 

 
 

Q. How do I become a Certified 
Bio-Diesel Marketer and what are the 
requirements?

A. Contact the National Biodiesel 
Board at 800-841-5849 for instructions 
on how to apply and be approved for 
this status, or go to, www.biodiesel.org.
 
Q. Who are the current marketers?
 
A. You may also view existing sup-
pliers at,  www.biodiesel.org,  under 
buying biodiesel.
 
 

Q. How much biodiesel is produced 
annually in the US?

 
A. EIA  Biodiesel production outlook  
http://www.eia.gov/biofuels/biodiesel/
production/.
 
Q. How Many biodiesel production fa-
cilities are there in US and what is there 
total capacity?

A. EIA  Biodiesel production outlook  
http://www.eia.gov/biofuels/biodiesel/
production/

Q. What is the primary difference be-
tween a 1B and a 2B Biodiesel?

A. A year around 200 second Cold 
Soak Filtration Test value versus 360 
seconds for No. 2 biodiesel, and a 
maximum total mono-glycerides of 0.4 
(% mass) versus no mono-glycerides 
for No. 2. 

All B100 must meet the 2B criteria.

 

Q. Why would one choose a 1B verses 
a 2B biodiesel?

A.  A 1B biodiesel will exhibit better 
cold soak properties and therefore will 
be more conducive to use in colder 
climates. Many biodiesel producers 
throughout the US meet the more 
stringent
1B, 200 second Cold Soak Filtration 
criteria and must also meet the total 
mono-glycerides of 0.4 % mass.
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Biodiesel Frequetly Asked Questions
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