
 

New Haven Oil Energy Service Professionals, 

We are pleased to announce to you the results of our successful trip to the SkillsUSA national 
conference in Kansas City, Missouri. We had the pleasure of bringing four state champions and four 
voting delegates this year.  The 2014-2015 school year marks the 50th year anniversary of the SkillsUSA. 

Our Cabinetmaking competitor, Nathan Bugbee, placed seventh in the nation for his second consecutive 
year competing. Nathan just graduated from Vinal Tech and is planning to attend the New England 
Institute of Technology in Rhode Island for Construction Management. He hopes to compete on the 
post-secondary level next year.  

Senior, Constance Kelleher also competed in her second consecutive year in T-shirt Design, placing 
eighteenth in the country.  

Our Robotics and Automation Technology competitors, senior, Erich Pfischner and junior, Kurt Aronson, 
did exceptionally well, placing thirteenth in the nation.  

Finally, thanks to our voting delegates, Angela Sidorski, Joslyn Smith, Charles Rourke and Kristin Crowley, 
a Connecticut student was elected as a SkillsUSA National Officer for the first time in over 30 years. After 
several days of long meetings and a difficult voting process, Business Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
student, Antonio Vargas, a junior from Norwich Technical High School was elected as a National Officer.  

Connecticut brought home seven medals. Kaynor Tech senior, Fation Ajro, won the bronze medal in First 
Aid CPR. Also from Kaynor Tech, senior, Joseph Davino won the bronze medal in Carpentry. From Platt 
Tech, seniors, Raul Robles, and Anthony Pizolla brought home the bronze and silver medals for CNC 
Turning and CNC Milling. From A.I. Prince Tech, junior and sophomore, Christopher Gonzalez and Jacob 
Hawran won the silver medal in Audio/Radio Production.  

From Norwich Technical High School, senior, Daniel Benoit, won the bronze medal for Electrical 
Construction Wiring. Finally, Platt Tech senior, Sean McCoully, won the bronze medal in HVACR. 

Connecticut SkillsUSA champions did exceptionally well at this year’s national conference, but we also 
had the honor of seeing an alumni of Vinal Tech win a gold medal. Amanda Balch, a graduate from Vinal 
Tech’s Class of 2013, won the gold medal for Prepared Speech at the post-secondary level competing for 
New England Institute of Technology in Rhode Island. SkillsUSA Connecticut has given students from the 
seventeen technical high schools so many opportunities, and has worked hard with students, teachers, 
and industry to ensure that America has a skilled workforce.  

The five days spent in Kansas City, between competing, meetings, and long days were all worth it and 
we couldn’t be more thankful for your donation. This is only a small thank-you for what you have done 
for our SkillsUSA chapter and we hope that next year we have another successful year with many more 
state champions as well as national medalists. Once again, thank you very much for your generous 
donation and making this trip possible for us.   

Sincerely,  

Vinal Technical High School SkillsUSA Champions of 2014 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


