
Early Education Block Grant Trailer Bill Summary 

May Revision trailer bill language provides further detail for the Early Education Block Grant.  
This language was developed after extensive conversations with stakeholders.  The effect of 
this language is as follows: 

 Beginning in 2017-18, establishes the Early Education Block Grant, to be administered by 
school districts with support from county offices of education and the California Department 
of Education, to provide one year of subsidized pre-kindergarten education for low-income 
and at-risk four-year-old children.  

 Eliminates transitional kindergarten as of July 1, 2017. 

 Prioritizes service for children who are either homeless, foster youth, at risk of abuse or 
neglect, children with exceptional needs, non- or limited-English-speaking, or low-income, 
as defined as either eligible for free or reduced-price meals or income-eligible for state child 
care programs. 

 Identifies school districts as the provider of state-subsidized pre-kindergarten programs, with 
a requirement to serve no fewer than the number of subsidized children served in the district 
through transitional kindergarten or State Preschool in the 2016-17 school year.  School 
districts may contract with other entities meeting minimum quality requirements to provide 
pre-kindergarten programs.  School districts are also encouraged to participate in consortia 
to promote local efficiency and program continuity. 

 Identifies county offices of education as the provider of pre-kindergarten program regional 
capacity building and technical assistance for both school districts and community based-
organizations.  County offices of education become the lead agencies for maintaining the 
regional quality rating and improvement system and creating priorities for local child care 
and pre-kindergarten program funding.  County offices of education are also encouraged to 
participate in consortia to promote regional efficiency and program continuity.  For 2016-17, 
county offices of education are allocated $10 million one-time and $10 million ongoing to 
begin implementation of the Early Education Block Grant. 

 Identifies the California Department of Education as the provider of technical assistance to 
county offices of education. 

 Requires county offices of education and school districts to create early learning plans, 
tracking access to subsidized pre-kindergarten programs in their respective jurisdiction, 
setting goals to increase access, setting priorities for program outcomes, and aligning 
activities with priorities. 

 Sets minimum state requirements for programs, including: 

o A minimum school day and year equivalent to a school district’s kindergarten 
program, with strong encouragement to provide full-day programs. 

o A minimum Tier 4 quality rating on the county Quality Rating and Improvement 
System matrix, with required public notification of the rating system. 

o Locally determined curriculum aligned with the school district’s early learning 
plan, with strong encouragement to use the Preschool Learning Foundations. 



 Allows school districts to create a family fee schedule to serve additional children; school 
districts are not allowed to charge fees to families with children meeting the definition of low-
income or at-risk. 

 Allows school districts to serve children beyond those prioritized for subsidized pre-
kindergarten if all prioritized children have been served. 

 Allows county offices of education to provide services on behalf of school districts that lack 
the capacity to do so. 

 Provides a three-year hold harmless of both school district and local State Preschool 
funding to school districts, with the requirement that schools may not lose more than five 
percent of funding per year after the hold harmless expires, and only if due to a reduction in 
school district average daily attendance (with some exceptions). 

 Requires that additional future funding for the Early Education Block Grant be allocated 
based on unmet need; specifically, the amount of Early Education Block Grant funding a 
school district receives compared to its estimated number of unserved eligible children.   

 Sets the per-pupil funding amount for the Early Education Block Grant as $6,200 per year, 
adjusted for COLA. 

 Requires an assessment of program equity across the state, to be completed at least once 
every three years. 

 

 

 

 


