
  

PACE Education Conference 

October 21-23, 2016 ▪  

DoubleTree in Sacramento, California 

“One of my ECE heroes passed this last 

year. Her son-in-law, Michael Leeman, 

will be the Keynote at this years PACE 

conference. I can't wait to hear him 

tribute this amazing woman and her 

message of play based curriculum and 

child directed learning. It's about the 

children and their needs, first and 

foremost, ALWAYS.” 

-Leah Rosenthal-Kambic, Owner/Director of 

Kid Time, Inc 

Owner of Kid Time, Inc., Walnut Creek, CA 

A Tribute to  

Bev Bos 



 

Dear Childhood Educators! 

PACE’s annual conference will invigorate both leaders, program administrators, 
trainers, teachers, and researchers. It provides an unparalleled opportunity to in-
crease your knowledge and skill base for effectively managing your early childhood 
learning centers. The speakers, sessions, and vendors present at the Conference 
provide individuals with resources, products, and information to improve the 
growth, learning, and development of the children in your care.  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Leadership Seminar (separate fee applies) 

11:30 am  Registration 
12:00 pm - 1:30   pm   Welcome Networking Luncheon & Keynote Speakers  

                                        Where is Early Learning Going and What Does it Mean to Your Center's Future 

1:30   pm - 2:00   pm   Kevin McCarty 
2:00   pm - 3:00   pm   Emergencies & Disasters: How to Prepare, Respond and Recover in ECE Programs 

3:00   pm - 3:45   pm   What’s New in Community Care Licensing?   

3:45   pm - 4:00   pm   Leadership Seminar Closing  

 

Education Conference 
4:00   pm   Conference Registration 

5:00   pm - 5:15   pm   Opening Remarks 

5:15   pm - 7:00   pm   World Cafes  

Friday, October 21, 2016 

Saturday, October 22, 2016 

Sunday, October 23, 2016 

8:30 am - 12:15 pm     Information Desk 

7:00 am - 9:45 am      School Tours 

8:30 am - 10:00 am     Workshops 

10:15 am - 11:15 am   Required Healthy Schools Act Training  

11:15 am - 12:00 pm   General Session - Enlightened Discipline 

7:30 am   Registration Opens 

8:00 am  -  8:45 am      PACE Annual  Meeting with PACE Attorney, Phillip Cunningham 

9:00 am -  10:00 am     General Session -From the Hearts of Teachers, Build the Minds of Children 

10:00 am - 10:30 am   Shop with Exhibitors 

10:30 am - 12:00 pm   Workshops  

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm     General Session—Keynote:  Have we Tumbled over the Edge? 

1:30 pm  -  3:00 pm     Workshops  

3:00 pm  -  3:30 pm     Dessert in the Exhibit Hall 

3:30 pm  -  5:00 pm     Workshops  

5:15 pm - 6:30 pm       Reception with Silent Auction and Raffle   



12:00 Noon to 1:30 pm Keynote Luncheon 

What is the Future of First5 and What 
Does it Mean to Your Center's Future?  

Camille Maben, Executive Director, First 5 

From a systemic approach to early childhood educa-
tion and a statewide media campaign on early brain 

development, to a robust policy agenda and a pilot program to sup-
port dual language learners -- First 5 California has embraced a vari-
ety of groundbreaking efforts collectively designed to reduce the 
learning gap for California's youngest children. 

 

Where is Early Learning Going?   

Debra McMannis, Calif. Dept. of Education, Director of the Early Education & Support Division   

Provides leadership and support to contractors and the child development community, ensuring 
high quality early education programs are provided to children ages birth to 13 years. 

 

 

1:30 pm to 2:00 pm—Kevin McCarty  

 

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Emergencies and Disasters; How to Respond, Repair and Recover  

Bobbie Rose, RN & Childcare Health Consultant, UCSF California Childcare Health Program 

Being prepared for emergencies and disasters is one of the many ways you take care of children and families in 
your program, come learn about the California Childcare Disaster Plan and the accompanying step-by-step 
guide for childcare providers. Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

 

3:00 pm to 3:45 pm 
What’s New in Community Care Licensing?   

Maria Mayorga, Child Care Policy Manager, Community Care Licensing Division (CCLD), Department of Social 
Services 

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2016                                      11:30 am to 4:00 pm 

“We have to be optimistic because we 

always have to be looking ahead and 

working hard for what’s best for chil-

dren and families. Restoring funding is 

always going to be key” 

                           - Debra McMannis 



CONFERENCE WORLD CAFES 

PACE Administrator’s World Café  Early Care & Education Facilitators 
 
1.  CA Sick Leave Law 
2.  Safety Tips in the Workplace 
3.  Labor Management 
4.  OSHA/Safety Requirements 
5.  Community Care Licensing Discussion with Your Advocate 
6.  Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS):  What Does it Mean to you? 
7.  Creating a Safe and Nontoxic Center 
8.  Counseling Disciplining & Terminations 
9.  How are you making Health Care Affordable? 
10.  Are we responsible for creating community & accessibility across all public places? 

 Target Audience: Owners, Directors & Administrators 

 

PACE Teacher’s World Café   Early Care & Education Teachers 
1.  Simple Techniques of Science Fun in Your Classroom 
2.  Bringing More Music and Storytelling to Your Circle Time 
3.  Effective Communication and Problem Solving With Adults 
4.  Dealing with Challenging Behaviors in Your Classroom 
5.  Effective Classroom Management 
6.  Effective Tips to Finding a Work Life Balance 
7.  Transitions 
8.  Math Projects 
9.  Parent Communications 
10.  STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) 
11.  I Sing, You Sing, We All Sing Together: Simple Ways to Incorporate Music Into Your Classroom, How to Create 
 Peace and Calm When Everyone is Crying 

 Target Audience: All Teachers 

Network, Learn Best Practices, Discover New Resources! 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2016                                     4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

World Café gives you two great education experiences in one —learn from each other and learn 

from experts. Discuss hot topics and get your questions answered during this energetic kick off 

session.  Join us for roundtable discussions and experience learning through conversations with 

other professionals in our industry. Attendees will rotate to three different topics: 



CONFERENCE SESSIONS 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2016 

General Sessions 

8:00 am to 8:45 A Conversation with Phillip Cunningham  
PACE Annual Meeting will precede the session with PACE Attorney  

PACE Attorney Phillip M. Cunningham will present an update on the newest labor laws 

affecting our PACE members. These will include an overview of the new Federal FLSA over-

time rules which also affect the determination for exempt employee versus non-exempt; the 

status of the latest efforts to expand California Family Leave Law to cover smaller employers; 

upcoming changes in the minimum wage and as always the latest about what DSS is up to and where the lat-

est enforcement efforts seem to be concentrated. This is a great opportunity to talk to our PACE attorney and 

ask him questions for free, so be sure to take advantage of this great membership benefit! 

SESSION 2 WORKSHOPS                     10:30 AM-12:00 PM 

2A Minimum Wage & Exemptions            Deisy Bach, President, HR Ideas 

Employers must evaluate all salary exempt employees to ensure they are truly exempt per state and federal 
regulations and paying the new minimum exempt wages as of 12/1/16.  The new minimum wage for a salary 
exempt employee will be $913 per week (equivalent to $47,476 annually for a full-year worker).  Join us in this 
seminar to review the definition of an exempt employee, including the exemption test and new minimum 
wage discussion. 

12:00 pm to 1:15 pm Luncheon Keynote 

Have We Tumbled Over The Edge? 

Michael Leeman, Director/Teacher, Roseville Community Preschool 

Have we gone too far past remembering what childhood is about? The keynote address focus-

es on how we must learn to recognize and celebrate the idiosyncrasies and stages of growth of 

children and how to establish environments that respect childhood.  

Target Audience: Everyone Welcome  

9:00 am to 10:00 am From the Hearts of Teachers Build the Mind of Children 
Steve Erwin, National Early Childhood Specialist for Kaplan Early Learning Company 
Today’s teachers run the risk of becoming technicians. This presentation will address will validate 

teachers important work and reflect on challenges that teachers face today. This presentation will 

address core values, leadership and interactions that will keep teachers engaged in building the 

minds of children. Target Audience: Everyone Welcome  



CONFERENCE SESSIONS 

2B  Organization, Evaluation & Change   Joan M. Means, Adjunct Faculty, Diablo Valley College 

How do you function in your existing environment? What roles do you play each and every day? How do you 
handle stress? Change? Target Audience: Lead/Mentor Teacher/ Administrators/Owners/Directors  

2C     But What’s The Point?  Tatiana Cantrell, Educational Consultant, Early Learning Consulting 

Learn how to motivate and empower teachers and assistants to continue their professional development in or-
der to promote program quality, even when there is no monetary compensation available and they don’t see 
the point. Target Audience: Lead/Mentor Teacher/Administrators/Owners/Directors 

2D  But I’m Just a Baby!  Monica Barr MS, OTR/L, SIPT,  Little  Bird Courage Co.  

How fine motor and visual motor integration begins with the whole body and how you can help develop hand-
writing readiness skills (plus a bonus topic: How to teach toileting skills before ever sitting a toddler on the toi-
let).  Target Audience: Infant/ Toddler Teachers 

2E  Positive Play   Carrie Flint, Owner/Presenter, Musical PE Plus 

Teaching strategies for full inclusion and adapting activities to meet the needs and skill abilities of all students. 
Positive Play for All! Target Audience: Preschool   

2F  Challenging Behaviors!  Challenging Lives!  Laurie Prusso Hatch, Retired Professor of Child  
Development at Modesto Junior College, & Trainer/Consultant 

There are reasons children struggle to behave.  Explore these reasons for children’s challenging behavior, and 
learn effective responses.  You will know what to do and why it works! Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

2G  Leadership and Professionalism in Early Childhood Education -Supporting and Sustaining Change  
Steve Erwin, National Early Childhood Specialist for Kaplan Early Learning Company 

This presentation will provide directors and administrators the opportunity to explore leading their teams 
through change in order to support and sustain skills that promote high quality programs. This dialogue will in-
clude issues in professionalizing the early childhood field and suggest various models for leadership.    
Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

SESSION 3 WORKSHOPS                       1:30 PM—3:00 PM 

3A   Preventive Health and Wellness Nic Gutierrez, Managing Broker, Arrow Benefits Group 

This workshop will cover preventive health and wellness programs, which are available to owners, teachers, stu-
dents, and their parents. The presentation will also include a detailed review of the immunizations mandates 
and the costs associated with these requirements. Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

3B  Can We All Work Together? How to Find Joy in Your Work with Children by Improving  Adult Relation-
ships 

Laurie Prusso Hatch, Retired Professor of Child Development at Modesto Junior College, & Trainer/Consultant 

Working together requires self-discipline, self-reflection, maturity and skill.  Your personality, your disposition 
and your needs will influence your interactions with others.  Understand what you bring and how the ways you 
respond to others will predict how joyful you are each day. Target Audience: Administrators 

 



CONFERENCE SESSIONS  

 3C  Music, Movement, and Words? Oh My! Monica Barr MS, OTR/L, SIPT, Little Bird Courage Company; 
Molly Mix, Sacramento Children’s Museum; Carly Brambila, Melody Tree Music Therapy, LLC 

How a music therapist, occupational therapist and early childhood teacher support you and your community of 
students by preparing mind & body for self-regulation, attention and learning.  
Target Audience: Infant/Toddler Teachers 

3D   Adverse Childhood Experiences. The Impact of Toxic Stress in Early Childhood  
Jennifer Silverstein, LCSW/IFMHS, Psychotherapy Private Practice 

This workshop will explain the impact of early childhood trauma on the developing brain. Come learn about the 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), study behavioral and cooperative consequences of trauma and tools to 
promote healing and patience in our young students. Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

3E She Pushed Me, He Took My Toy: Transform Daily Conflicts into Cooperative Learning  
Yvonne Sylvia, Program Facilitator, Child Day Schools and  Karen Garrity, Director, Child Day Schools—Lafayette 

Implement a Conscious Discipline approach focusing on what you want (engaged children who can self-regulate) 
rather than what you don't want (hurtful, disruptive behaviors). Learn strategies to provide an environment 
built on safety, connection and problem solving. Target Audience: All Teachers 

3F  MMM~ Music! Movement! Motivation! Carrie Flint, Owner/Presenter, Musical PE Plus 

This presentation focuses on the motivating impact music and movement can have on the classroom learning 
environment.  Easy to implement activities will be demonstrated.  
Target Audience: All Teachers/ Administrators/Owners/Directors  

3G   Inclusion of Children with Special Needs 
Sue Yockelson, Assistant Professor, Special Educator, Brandman University 

There is an increase in the inclusion of young children who have identified 
special needs into early childhood programs.  This session will share infor-
mation on the underlying legal reasons for inclusion such as the Individuals 
with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA), services you can ask for when in-
cluding a child who has an IFSP or IEP, the research supporting inclusion, and the role of the early childhood ed-
ucator in promoting inclusion.  Specific strategies for supporting behavior and academic development for these 
children in the natural environment will be presented. 

4A  Employment Law Update  Phillip Cunningham, PACE Attorney at Law 

In this workshop, we will cover employment law issues that affect your center(s).  Come join us in this interac-
tive workshop where you are free to ask questions about employment law.  Target Audience: Administrators 

4B The Center for Disease Control’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” – Free Resources to Support Developmental 
Monitoring   Monica Adrian, Center for Disease Control, Learn the Signs Act Early Ambassador, Merced County 
Office of Education 

Participants will learn about the importance of developmental monitoring and early identification of develop-
mental delays. Participants will identify how to access resources that support understanding of typical develop-
mental milestones and will articulate the importance of ongoing monitoring of developmental milestones.  
Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

SESSION 4 WORKSHOPS                       3:30 PM—5:00 PM 



Sunday School Tours! 

Join us while we will visit three well-established schools in Sacramento, representing a variety of philosophies 
and approaches to curriculum in ECE.   

• Bus departs at 7:00 am from the Doubletree by Hilton, Sacramento 

• Coffee and muffins will be available at 6:30 am 

• Stopover time at each school will be approximately 30 minutes 

• Tour concludes approximately 9:45 am 

• Sign-Up early – space is limited 

Separate registration fee applies:   $35.00 (member) per person or $40.00 (non-member) 

 

4C Growing Good Brains Laurie Prusso Hatch, Retired Professor of Child Development at Modesto Junior Col-
lege, & Trainer/Consultant 

Many Problems in the classroom are easy to predict.  If you can predict, you can prevent!  This lively and humor-
ous workshop will give you the answers you need. Target Audience: Infant/Toddler Teachers 

4D Steps for Avoiding Teacher Burnout Tammy Tanner,  Executive Director, Tomorrow's Adventure  

Why did I want to be a teacher? We all face burnout, sometimes on a daily basis, and in my case, especially after 
fourth period. Most of the time, we can pick ourselves up, brush ourselves off and go back to the drawing board 
to try another strategy to find success with student learning. And of course, the pay for teachers is inadequate. 
With all of this we may ask, is it worth it? Find out how to avoid burnout.  Target Audience: All Teachers 

4E Capture S.T.E.A.M in the Classroom  Licia Morrow, Program Manager, Stratford School 

Capture the magic of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math. This hands-on workshop provides four 
engaging activities, with written lesson plans, that teachers can immediately use in their classrooms. Have fun as 
we explore, build, and collaborate! Target Audience: Preschool Teachers/School Age Teachers 

4F Discover the Art of Face Painting  Rachel Heck, Program Director, Happy Hall Schools 

Bring color and fun to your program. Enjoy an introduction to painting techniques, tools, set-up, glitter, and 
gems. Target Audience: School Age 

4G ABCs & XYZs of Gross Motor Skills  Carrie Flint, Owner/Presenter, Musical PE Plus 

Gain a better understanding of what, why and how to teach little ones gross motor skills. Easy to implement ac-
tivities, an overview of the CA PE standards and an explanation of what is “physical literacy.” Target Audience: 
All Teachers/ Administrators/Owners/Directors  

CONFERENCE SESSIONS 

5:30 pm—MEET, DRINK AND BUY!   

Connect with colleagues, and support PACE while getting  a  

great deal on some fabulous auction items and raffle prizes. 

Sunday, October 23, 2016 



Sunday, October 23, 2016 

10:15 am - 11:15 am Required Healthy Schools Act Training  

Belinda Messenger, Senior Environmental Scientist, Calif. Dept. Pesticide Regulation 

Do you use disinfectants in a child care center? This is your required annual training in  

integrated pest management and the safe use of pesticides around children. 

Target Audience: Everyone Welcome  

11:15 am - 12:00 pm Enlightened Discipline  

Julie Jenkins Sathe, Author/Speaker  Executive Director, Caring Connections Children’s 

Centers 

Begin teaching rather than training; teach children the why in all things so that they  

become critical thinkers-not merely followers.  Be the change! 

SESSION 5 WORKSHOPS             8:30 AM—10:00 AM 

5A Sensitivity Training   Darcy DeCoite, HR Ideas—A Division of Stratton Agency  

Workplace sensitivity is about ensuring that everyone in the workplace is respected and treated appropriately, 
regardless of who they are. It also involves learning to be respectful and consider the perspectives of others. 
The underlying idea behind sensitivity training is developing respect for each person as an equal and as a  
human being. Just as we have wants and needs, so do the others around us. As we want people to show re-
spect of our feelings and ways of living, so too must we show respect to others. Sensitivity training teaches 
people to engage in perspective-taking so that it is easier for them to appreciate another point of view and 
come to a mutual understanding. Sensitivity training also involves developing an understanding of what is more 
and less likely to be offensive, and likewise developing the ability to backpedal and apologize sincerely if feel-
ings are hurt.   Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

5B Let’s Get Physical with Zoo-phonics!  Jessica Sullivan, Zoo-phonics Inc. 

Teach your students to read and spell at the same time they are developing their motor skills. This workshop 
will teach many physical games that tie into language arts. Target Audience: Everyone Welcome 

5C Control the Environment, Not the Child  Leah Rosenthal-Kambic, Owner/Director, Kid Time. Inc. 

Would you like to add more hands on learning to your classroom but aren't sure how?  Looking for ways to 
move away from worksheets and give the children more freedom to explore?  This workshop will give you  
ideas, empower you and show you ways to be more hands on and enjoy your job more.  
Target Audience: Preschool Teachers 

5D Get ‘em Up, Moving & Learning  Carrie Flint, Owner/Presenter, Musical PE Plus 

Research has proven that movement has a direct correlation to learning. This presentation is packed with easy 
brain breaks and tips to implement them without causing chaos in the classroom.   
Target Audience: All Teachers/ Administrators/Owners/Directors  

 SUNDAY GENERAL SESSIONS             10:15 AM—12:30 PM 



Registration—Online at www.paceca.org 


