
Decades of Innovation 

Perseverance & Action 
 

 

In the beginning…. 
 Membership grew steadily, private school owners collaborated and 

shared resources and their expertise with new members.  
 The Department of Social Welfare established a formal Licensing 

Department specifically for nursery schools, resulting in standards that 
protect children and families. 

 PNSA fiercely began a successful search for insurance coverage for 
their member’s schools. 

 PNSA entered the political arena, members were asked to contact their 
Senators and House Representatives. 

 

The hard work continued…. 
 PNSA fought DSS and defeated an attempt to rule that nursery school 

buildings must be owned and not rented. 
 Membership continued to grow, voices were heard, local meeting were 

powerful, and more trips where planned to Sacramento. 
 PNSA defeated AB3059, allowing privately owned schools to receive 

grants; a first in California history! 
 

Preschools enrolling more students throughout California…. 
 The Private Nursery School Association changed its name to better 

represent its members and the mission of the Association. In 1981, they 
became the Professional Association for Childhood Education. 

 By 1982, the number of private preschools increased dramatically and 
business needs expanded. 

 In 1986, the ECE industry had an insurance crisis, PACE, and Uren, 
Harrison & Kennedy (UHK) took on the challenge. Today UHK is      
Uren & Meyers Insurance Agency. 

 In 1987, PACE and the Professional School Association (southern area) 
joined forces to cover all of California. 

 

Membership benefits continued to grow…. PACE... 
 Expanded member benefits and partners to include legal, human 

resources and business management support, including a free hotline for 
human resources and legal assistance. 

 Lobbied for a much needed Worker’s Compensation Safety Program. 
 Expanded regional training throughout California. 
 Established quarterly meetings with DSS/Licensing. 
 Developed a top quality Licensing Tune-up Kit with ongoing revisions. 
 Developed vendor partnerships to provide discounts to members. 
 

Education and Networking continue to be member highlights…. 
 DSS/Licensing present at PACE Regional & Annual Conferences. 
 PACE hosts unique events bringing hundreds of educators & leaders 

together. 
 Opportunities to brainstorm for current and future planning. 
 Progressive legislation and advocacy information to all members. 
 Committed PACE Board members eager to network, advocate, work 

and learn together to make a difference for businesses, children and 
families. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS FOR SETTING THE PACE FOR 60 YEARS! 
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CELEBRATING THE PAST 

CHARTING THE FUTURE 

 

SATURDAY, October 17, 2015 

7:15 - 10:00 PM 
 

Ayres Hotel & Suites Courtyard 

Ontario, California 

60th Anniversary 



Program 
Setting the PACE for 60 Years 

Anniversary Celebration 
 

7:15 Cocktails & Hors d’ Oeuvres 
8:00-10:00 Dinner & Program 

 

Celebrating the Past, Charting the Future 
 

Welcome and Introductory Remarks: 
Cathy Vaughn, Chair of the Board 

Montessori School of Sonoma 
 

Honoring the Past: 
Mary Lou Johnson, Immediate Past Chair 

Happy Hall Schools, Inc. 
 

Dana Hemberger, Member of the Board 
Mother Goose School 

 

Pam Clarke, Past Member of the Board 
Merry Moppet Preschool & Belmont Oaks Academy 

 
A Look in the Future: 

Julie Lowen, Member of the Board 
Children’s Paradise, Inc. 

 
Closing Remarks: 

Kit Uren, CIC, CRM, Past Member of the Board 
Partner of Uren & Myers Insurance Agency 

 
Acknowledging PACE founding members 

Janet Graetz, Merry Moppet & Belmont Oaks Academy, Belmont, 1948 
Ruth Hall, Happy Hall Schools, San Bruno, 1951 

Yvonne Hemberger, Mother Goose School, San Francisco, 1951 
Betty Long, Child Haven Country School, San Francisco, 1951 

Grace Wilson, Toyland Nursery School, Daly City, 1952 
 

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors 
Children’s Paradise Inc. 
Happy Hall Schools, Inc. 

Merry Moppet & Belmont Oaks Academy 
Montessori School of Sonoma 

Mother Goose School 
Uren & Myers Insurance Agency 

History 
PNSA/PACE…  

Professional Association for Childhood Education  
 

 In the early 1950’s, there were very few privately owned 

preschools. In 1953, a small group of Bay Area independent 

business women started to meet and discuss what makes a 

quality program for children and families. They believed that it 

was important for private nursery school owners to network and 

band together to exchange information and create programs 

that would enhance the quality of private schools. 
 

 During their many meeting these five innovative women 

recognized the core of a quality program starts with running a 

successful business. This became the genesis of PNSA/PACE.  

In 1955 the Private Nursery School Association launched with a 

goal to provide resources to its members.  In the process they 

recognized there was a need for formalizing regulations for the 

nursery school industry. These incredible pioneers began making 

frequent trips to Sacramento to work with the Department of 

Social Welfare and the Burton Bros., to establish “realistic” 

regulations for nursery schools.  They realized that as a formal 

organization their voices would be heard and had the ability to 

impact the Legislative Body, resulting in developing “realistic” 

licensing regulations. 
 

 On behalf of the PACE Board of Directors we want to 

acknowledge our founders, past Presidents/Chairs, and the many 

PACE board members who have served this Association.  These 

are the leaders who had the vision to establish a leadership 

position for this great organization and to move it forward. Also 

we thank our members, volunteers and partners for their decades 

of contribution and loyalty to PACE. 
 

Together let’s advance the 

Profession for Childhood Education 
 

Thank you for Attending the PACE 60th Anniversary Celebration! 


