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Well, we did it!!!  

 

The California bail industry, which has been under attack for the past several years, has survived yet 

another attempt to eliminate it. What kind of attack was it? An attack aimed at eliminating the bail 

industry from existence in California and the important role it plays in the criminal justice system. The 

ultimate goal was for our opponents to eliminate the bail industry throughout the country. The battle we 

fought and prevailed in, was fighting California’s Proposition 25, which was a referendum to repeal 

California Senate bill 10 that would have totally eliminated the bail bond industry in California.  

 

The question that is often asked is why? Why do our opponents want to eliminate the bail bond 

industry? Our opponents tell anyone that will listen how the bail industry is unfair and targets minorities 

who then languish in jail because they can’t afford to buy their freedom. In reality, eliminating the bail 

industry is an “agenda item” for their version of “Criminal Justice Reform,” and the truth or facts don’t 

really matter. It is what they are set on doing. 

  

In reality, a bail bond is an accountability policy; an insurance policy that guarantees a person’s 

appearance in court. Why would anyone, especially those trying to help individuals in underprivileged 

communities, or as they say minorities, not want to have people get their legal matters resolved so that a 

person could start bettering their life if they were charged and convicted of a crime? 

  

But back to California and Proposition 25. This referendum that was on the ballot in November 2020, 

had a lot of groups, government officials, and most of all a lot of money, behind them in an effort to put 

an end to the bail bond industry in California. Well obviously, the bail industry stood up to fight! They 

stood up with money, they stood up with pride in what they do in the criminal justice system and they 

stood up to an opposition that was funded more than three times as much as the bail industry had. 

  

From the bail insurance companies, to industry associations, to individual bail agents and to outsiders 

who comprehended our side of the fight, we were able to overcome and prevail by more than one 

million votes, sending a loud and clear message that the voters of California did not want to see the bail 

industry eliminated. 

  

There were also numerous social groups that reversed their support of eliminating the bail industry to 

siding with the bail industry to keep a person’s right to bail in place. Some will say there was money 

behind that shift, there were deals made behind that shift, but I say “no.” It came down to those 

organizations, reading, listening and understanding that taking a way a person’s Constitutional right to 

bail themselves out of jail was going to leave a lot more people in jail with no ability to be released 

should a judge deny such rerelease. 

  

So, should these groups be dammed for looking past the political nature and looking at the reality of this 

movement to eliminate the bail industry? For once in a longtime, these groups should be praised for 

leaving politics out of their decision and visioning the reality of such an abrupt move to eliminate a very 

critical part of the criminal justice system. 

  



Where do we go from here? Well, unfortunately the fight is not over. There will be other attempts to do 

what California attempted to do in other states. For that matter, California politicians and our opponents 

may come back at us in the future. 

 

What is critical, is that we learn what we did right and what we did wrong. We are right in this fight. We 

are an industry that helps everyone involved in the criminal justice system, from the person that is 

arrested, to their family, to the victims of crime, to both sides of the defense and prosecution and finally 

to the courts. All of these entities benefit from a criminal matter being resolved. NO ONE BENEFITS 

FROM SOMEONE RUNNING FROM THEIR PROBLEM(S). 

  

In closing, a lot of thanks and praise goes out to the sureties that worked together in helping form the 

coalition, and the many bail agency owners and their employees that worked financially and on the 

ground in their communities. Also, to the bail associations across this county, including PBUS and the 

American Bail Coalition, who financially supported our fight, as well as the social groups who saw the 

reality of eliminating bail. We thank the politicians who took politics out of the equation and stood by 

the bail industry. And finally, to our family and friends who worked hard to spread the word and educate 

voters, giving us in California a victory by a wide margin. 

  

We are all in this together and the more we stand shoulder-to-shoulder, the stronger we are and the more 

resilient we will be. On behalf of every California bail agent, THANK YOU to all who made this victory 

possible. 

 


