
 

 

2019 Mid-Year Meeting Update 

 
Dear Members and Colleagues, 
  
July is just around the corner for the start of the 2019 Mid-Year Meeting in New Orleans! We appreciate 

everyone who has reserved their room at the Hotel Monteleone and registered for the meeting. Our 

room block at the Hotel Monteleone is almost completely full – the guaranteed room rate ends Friday, 

June 21, 2019 at 5:00 pm CST time zone. If you haven’t reserved a room yet, please reserve one 

online or call the reservation department directly at 800-217-2033. 

The Mid-Year Meeting will be packed with lots of great content. Monday’s opening session in the am 

will feature New Orleans’ the Ragin’ Cajun John Morgan! A comedian and motivational speaker, Mr. 

Morgan has worked steadily at comedy clubs, corporate events and musical arenas. He will energize 

our attendees through his humor and confident demeanor and honest approach to life. 

The afternoon session will feature four key elected officials who are pro-bail and support the role we 

play in the criminal justice system: 

The Honorable Peter J. Lucido 

State Senator Peter J. Lucido of Shelby Township, serves the people of Michigan’s 8th Senate District 
and is the Senate Majority Whip. 
 
Senator Lucido serves as chairman of the Senate Judiciary and Public Safety, Advice and Consent and 
JCAR committees, and is a member of the Senate Elections and Oversight committees. He is also one 
of four legislators who serve on the state’s Elder Abuse Task Force. Senator Lucido also serves on the 
Criminal Justice Policy Commission, Michigan Law Revision Commission, Michigan Commission on 
Uniform State Laws and the national Uniform Law Commission. 
 
Prior to his election to the state Senate in November 2018, Senator Lucido served two terms in the 
state House of Representatives from 2015-2018. He is a licensed attorney, insurance agent, realtor and 
former security register representative. Senator Lucido founded a Macomb County-based law firm and 
Macomb Now Magazine. He has also been active in the community, and has served as a member of 
several organizations and boards. 
 
The Honorable Joe Lopinto 

Joseph P. Lopinto, III is the Sheriff of Jefferson Parish. He was elected on March 24, 2018 with 52 
percent of the vote to complete Sheriff Normand’s unfinished term.   
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Sheriff Lopinto served the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office as Chief Criminal Deputy and 
Commander of Field Operations, Legal Liaison to Sheriff Newell Normand, Narcotics Detective and 
Deputy. He joined the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office in 1997 as a recruit. 
 
A 1994 graduate of Brother Martin High School, Sheriff Lopinto worked his way through college and 
graduate school, receiving a Juris Doctor (law degree) from Loyola University School of Law, 
Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from Loyola University and Associate degree from Delgado 
Community College. He has been instrumental in law-enforcement education, serving as both a teacher 
and mentor in the Jefferson Parish Academy as well as with other sheriffs and law schools throughout 
the state. 
 
Previously, Sheriff Lopinto was elected three times to the Louisiana House of Representatives where 
he served as Vice Chairman of the Committee on Commerce and as Chairman of the House 
Committee on the Administration of Criminal Justice during his tenure. 
 
A lifelong resident of Jefferson Parish, Sheriff Lopinto and his wife, Lauren, have been married for 15 
years and have seven-year-old twins, Joey and Lily. 
 
The Honorable Jeff Landry 

Jeff Landry is Louisiana’s Attorney General and was elected on January 11, 2016. One of four children 
raised in a middle class St. Martinville family, General Landry grew up through Louisiana’s oil bust, 
teaching him personally the effects that a bad economy can have on a family, particularly in a small 
town. 
 
General Landry watched his schoolteacher mother and architect father work hard and sacrifice even 
more to ensure their children had the best education possible. Greatly respecting these sacrifices, he 
joined the Louisiana National Guard while still in high school. Understanding that hard work and 
determination will prevail over any bad situation, General Landry awoke early each day to work in 
Louisiana’s sugar cane fields, as his first job out of high school. 
 
General Landry worked his way through college as a police officer and a sheriff’s deputy. He 
experienced the necessity of protecting our communities and ensuring the law is faithfully executed by 
our elected officials, the Attorney General’s office, and the courts. 
 
As a veteran, General Landry faithfully upheld the oath to protect our civil liberties while keeping our 
communities safe. General Landry served as an aide in the Louisiana State Senate, where he learned 
firsthand that many solutions to our problems can be found from listening to the voices of the people, 
not just from listening to the debate of politicians. 
 
The Honorable Clay Higgins 

Clay Higgins serves Louisiana’s 3rd Congressional District. He is a Republican member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives representing South Louisiana.   
 
Raised on a horse ranch, Congressman Higgins’ South Louisiana roots run deep. After graduating from 
high school, he attended LSU and then went on to serve in the United States Army/Louisiana National 
Guard as a Military Police Officer, and he attained the rank of E-6, Staff Sergeant. Congressman 
Higgins had many successful years in business but returned to uniform service as a street cop in 2004. 
He worked patrol, primarily night shift, and he was a well-known SWAT operator.  
 
Prior to joining Congress in 2017, Congressman Higgins is best known for his Crimestopper videos for 
the St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office. The program was one of the most successful in the history of law 
enforcement. Most of the featured crimes were solved and what was most significant was that many of 
the suspects responded to “Uncle Clay’s” message of redemption and turned themselves in. 



Congressman Higgins continues to actively serve the Thin Blue Line retaining his POST State 
Certification as a Deputy Marshal in Lafayette, LA. 
 
As a veteran and highly decorated law enforcement officer, Congressman Higgins continues to protect 
and serve in the nation’s capital. He is a member of the House Homeland Security Committee and the 
House Oversight & Reform Committee. A committed Constitutionalist, Congressman Higgins believes 
in restoring the federal government envisioned by our Founding Fathers. He believes in smaller 
government, less bureaucracy, free markets, a strong national defense and securing America’s 
sovereign borders. From Morgan City to the Texas line, Congressman Higgins has sworn a sacred oath 
to protect and serve the people of South Louisiana.  
 
All of these individuals are important to our fight to keep commercial bail alive and working effectively in 
our communities. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear from them and to share your knowledge and 
expertise on the criminal justice system. We are all in this fight together! 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you in New Orleans!  
 
 
 


