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PORSCHE GT3 CUP CHALLENGE CANADA 
 

Frequently asked questions – as of March 28, 2011 
 

 
Porsche Canada today announced this week North America’s newest single-make racing series, the 
Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Canada. It is the 20th such one-make Porsche series in the world. Below, 
you’ll find a list of frequently asked questions and answers. 
 
 

1. What is the Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Canada? 
a. This new series is a significant step for Porsche's worldwide network of one-make cups 

as Canada has a rich heritage for both Porsche and sports car racing. Many famous 
Porsche drivers have called Canada home.  

b. The fact that there is enough interest to start their own Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge is 
not only a testament to the reputation of the Porsche 911 GT3 Cup race car, but of 
Porsche Canada's commitment to the 911 market 

c. The GT3 Cup Challenge Canada is closely modeled on the highly-successful IMSA GT3 
Cup Challenge by Yokohama series that has run in the U.S. since 2005. In fact, at the 
final weekend in Mosport, the Canadian GT3 racers will have a chance to compete at 
the same event as their American counterparts. 

2. What is the purpose of the series? 
a. With over 28,000 victories in international racing, Porsche is motorsport. The one-make 

series form a vital part of Porsche’s global motorsport strategy. Each national series, 
developed in conjunction with Porsche Motorsport, keeps the brand heritage alive. 

b. The international concept, with local execution, has several advantages. 
i. All competitors race technically identical vehicles: 911 GT3 Cup 
ii. No technological advantages 
iii. Cost efficient, no development by teams 
iv. FIA approved national and international series 
v. Stable and consistent regulations for all championships 
vi. Cost transparency for the participants; motor racing becomes (relatively) 

affordable 
c. Canada has a rich history in one-make Porsche racing, having been the stage for the 

Rothmans-Porsche Cup and Rothmans Turbo Cup in the late 1980s. 
3. How does the series fit into Porsche’s worldwide one-make racing model? 

a. Porsche divides its one-make race series into three levels. As Porsche Canada’s first foray 
(in many years) into the world of one-make Porsche racing, the GT3 Cup Challenge 
Canada focuses on the first group. 
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i. GT3 Cup Challenge – for “gentlemen” racers and amateur drivers looking to 
develop into semi-professionals (operates in 20 markets worldwide) 

ii. Carrera Cup – for semi-professional racers (operates regionally; total of 7 
regional Carrera Cups) 

iii. Supercup – a worldwide championship for professional racers 
4. It is a collaboration between Porsche Canada, Porsche Motorsport North America and IMSA. 

Who plays what role? 
a. Porsche Canada and its network will provide marketing and press promotion 
b. Porsche Motorsport North America will provide parts and service support at each race 

(it is also the source for new race cars) 
c. IMSA will be the sanctioning body, overseeing licensing, race administration, officiating 

and sporting management 
5. Are there other series partners? 

a. We are investigating potential partnerships and sponsorships. If you have any ideas, let 
us know. 

6. What are the dates of the events? 
a. May 14-15, Calabogie Motorsports Park (Calabogie, ON) 
b. June 3-5, Circuit iCar (Mirabel, QC) 
c. July 23-24, Mosport International Raceway (Bowmanville, ON) 

7. Do the events coincide with other races? 
a. Yes. 

i. Calabogie – in conjunction with other regional series 
ii. iCar – in conjunction with Canadian Tire series 
iii. Mosport – in conjunction with American Le Mans series and with U.S. IMSA 

GT3 Cup Challenge by Yokohama series.  
8. What cars are eligible? 

a. The new series will be contested by Porsche 911 GT3 Cup cars – one of the most 
popular and successful race cars ever produced. Developed by Porsche for their one-
make cup series worldwide, 911 GT3 Cup is based on the production 911 GT3 RS road 
car. In fact, the 911 GT3 Cup car is produced on the same production line as all road-
going Porsche 911s. Its engine is largely identical to the production engine of the 911 
GT3 RS, with the same power output of 450 bhp and the same maximum engine 
speed of 8,500 rpm. 

b. Exactly which years of GT3 Cup Cars will be eligible is still being determined. The rules 
will be based on the U.S. series, where there are two classes, one for 2011 & 2010 cars 
known as the Platinum Cup Class and one for 2005½, - 2009 cars known as the Gold 
Cup Class. 996-generation cars will likely also be eligible. 

9. Who are the drivers? 
a. In Porsche Motorsport’s world, the national GT3 Cup Challenges are targeted at 

amateur/“gentlemen” racers and are a stepping stone, for those that want, to semi-
professional and professional series, such as the American Le Mans Series. 

b. The starting grid for each race is still taking shape, but we expect 12-15 cars at the 
starting line at Calabogie in May. 

c. Further information on drivers and teams will be released as soon as it becomes 
available. 

10. I know someone that would like to participate. Where do they go to get more information? 
a. Forms can be filled out online at 

http://imsaracing.net/newpage2a.cfm?p=/2011/canada%20gt3/indexnewcanada-
c.cfm 

b. The primary point of contact for Canadian competitors is: 



i. Scot Elkins, VP Operations. Phone +1 706 658 2041; mobile +1 706 870 3743; 
email selkins@imsaracing.net. 

c. For questions involving PCL: 
i. Laurance Yap, Manager, Public Relations. Mobile + 1 416 450 4399; email 

laurance.yap@porsche.ca 
d. For media support during race weekends: 

i. For Porsche: Fred Hammond. Mobile +1 201 341 1112; email 
fhammond51@gmail.com  

ii. For IMSA: Diane Swintal. Mobile +1 939 439 7871; email 
dswintal@imsaracing.net  

11. What does it cost to participate in the series? 
a. Entry fees can be found at the imsaracing.net Web site. The single-event entry fee is 

$2,500. For participation in the whole series, the event fee is $2,000. There are 
additional fees for crew and driver licensing.   

12. Who is supplying the tires? 
a. Information will be forthcoming very shortly. 

13. What promotion will be done at the events? 
a. That is still being determined. PCL will likely have a small hospitality area shared with 

IMSA. 
14. What promotion will be done locally? 

a. We are looking into planning informal evening events for local customers, enthusiasts 
and Porsche Club members at local dealerships in the run-up to the race weekends. 
These could include a race car on display and talks by team/Porsche Motorsports 
personnel. Stay tuned! 
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