
Controversy — You Can 
Keep Your Insurance

When campaigning for health care reform, 
President Obama assured Americans they could 
keep their insurance if they liked it. “If you like 
your health plan, you will be able to keep your 

health plan. If you already have health insurance, you will keep your health insurance.”

Obama was saying that up through the end of 2012. 

What the president didn’t say is there is an asterisk. What Obama should have said is, 
“If the Obama administration likes your health care plan and it meets administration 
standards you can keep that plan. So millions of Americans are being kicked off their 
health insurance plans.

The outrage can be heard from coast to coast. 

Critics are blasting President Obama for lying. NBC News reports that as ObamaCare 
was being planned, President Obama knew — as he was telling people they could keep 
their plans if they like them — that as many as seven-million people would lose their 
plans once the law was passed. 

On the other side of the issue, an editorial over the weekend The New York Times said 
the president “misspoke.” 

The White House’s Jay Carney said though there is “confusion” over what the president 
meant. He actually did people with those substandard plans a favor. Carney said the 
elimination of the “substandard policies that don’t provide minimum services” is good 
thing and the 80% of the people with decent plans will not be affected.

Republicans have been quick to capitalize on the broken promise. Brendan Buck is a 
spokesman for House Speaker John Boehner. He said the Speaker’s message is, 
“Probably no pledge made to sell the bill was more disingenuous than this one. But it’s 
more than just a broken promise; it means a significantly higher health insurance bill for 
far too many.”

A lot of people complaining about Obama’s broken promise say they’re seeing higher 
insurance costs instead of lower rates as promised in the passage of the law. The 
Kaiser Family Foundation said: “In general, older beneficiaries will tend to see lower 
rates or modest rate increases relative to their prior coverage. Younger beneficiaries, 
particularly those who had very lean benefit plans, may have significant increases.”

The president fought back once the criticism started. He said his critics are “grossly 
misleading” in how they characterize ObamaCare, the failure of the federal government 



exchange and his promise that people could keep their health insurance plans if they 
liked them. He said just “a fraction” of higher income people will pay more for their 
insurance and other than that, everyone else will see lower costs. 

Later Obama — confronted by fact-checkers and journalists wondering about the “keep 
your insurance” pledge — blamed insurance companies who he calls “bad apple 
insurers” for not providing enough coverage. 

“One of the things health reform was designed to do was to help not only the uninsured 
but also the under-insured. And there are a number of Americans, fewer than 5 percent 
of Americans, who've got cut-rate plans that don't offer real financial protection in the 
event of a serious illness or an accident. Remember, before the Affordable Care Act, 
these bad apple insurers had free rein every single year to limit the care that you 
received or used minor pre-existing conditions to jack up your premiums or bill you into 
bankruptcy,” the president said. 

Obama — in his blame insurers comments — continued. “But ever since the law was 
passed, if insurers decided to downgrade or cancel these substandard plans, what we 
said under the law is, you've got to replace them with quality, comprehensive coverage 
because that too was a central premise of the Affordable Care Act from the very 
beginning.”


