
Massive Landslide  
in Washington State —  

What We Know Now !
This is an on-going, rapidly changing 
story. What we are writing now and that 
you are reading may have drastically 
changed.  
 
Here’s what happened and what 
Weekly Industry News knows now. A 
massive landslide hit the small 
Washington town of Oso last Saturday, 
March 22nd. Oso is about 55-miles northeast of Seattle. The slide is said to be a square 
mile.  !
At press time 14 people are dead and 176 are listed as missing. John Pennington who 
heads Snohomish County’s emergency management agency said he does not expect 
the 176 figure to be the number of fatalities when all is said and done. He sees it being 
far lower but right now authorities are sifting through names to figure out who is missing 
and who is not.  !
Washington Governor Jay Inslee has declared a state of emergency in the county. 
President Obama signed a limited emergency declaration. That clears the way for 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds and federal agency 
coordination in rescue and recovery efforts and FEMA Regional Administrator Kenneth 
Murphy has assured the governor that federal help is on the way.  !
“I want to thank Mr. Murphy for this quick response to the needs of a community 
devastated by last week’s mudslide. This was a priority for the state and our 
Congressional delegation and means we will receive immediate assistance from 
specialists and clears the way for more aid in search and rescue, recovery and 
rebuilding,” the governor said. !
The National Guard will arrive on Tuesday to assist in the searching.  !
As this is being written searchers are working their way through very dangerous 
conditions looking for survivors. Pennington told the Seattle Times that there were 25-
homes occupied full-time. There are 59 vacant lots in the area and 49 other lots have 
structures like a cabin or possibly another type of dwelling.  !
That makes figuring out who was there when the slide took place very difficult.  !
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Adding to the difficulty is times when workers are withdrawn because officials worry 
more of the cliff is going to come down. Rescuers describe the slide as being like 
quicksand in places. The mud is 20-feet deep here and there and rescuers say it is so 
packed that it’s like digging through concrete.  !

Travis Hots is the chief of the Snohomish 
County Fire Districts 21 and 22 and he said, 
“Sometimes it takes five minutes to walk 40 
or 50 feet and get our equipment over these 
berms.”  !
Kenton Brine of the Property Casualty 
Insurers Association of America (PCI) sent 
Weekly Industry News information about 
the insurance response to the disaster.  !

He said the Northwest Insurance Council issued a news release expressing concern for 
those affected by the deadly slide and reminding property owners of the limits of 
standard property insurance policies. And when it comes to living on the side of a hill, 
people need to know that it’s not if the mountain will come down, but when. !
Brine said, “PCI has been in contact with our NWIC partners in coordinating media 
messaging, and have reached out to the Washington Office of Insurance Commissioner 
to see how we might be of assistance in informing consumers or responding to 
consumer/media inquiries about landslide or flood insurance issues.”  !
Meanwhile, Washington Insurance Commissioner Mike Kreidler has gone into action. 
He said, “People who lost or suffered damage to property as a result of the landslide 
can contact the Insurance Commissioner’s consumer advocates with questions about 
their options at 800-562-6900 or online.” !
The commissioner’s website also listed links where people can get insurance 
information on events like the Oso landslide. “In general, homeowner policies do not 
cover landslides or land movements caused by rain runoff. That type of coverage would 
be covered by a separate policy. If you think you purchased such a policy — or you 
would like to — contact your insurance agent or broker,” the Washington Office of the 
Insurance Commissioner website notes. !
Below are the links: !
http://www.insurance.wa.gov/your-insurance/home-insurance/landslides/ !
http://www.emd.wa.gov/activations/Activation.shtml#updates  


