
Obama Care — 
Another Delay 

 
The White House is postponing another 
part of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act until 2015. It is the 
part of ObamaCare that limits out-of-
pocket costs for those with insurance. 

Under the law, starting in 2014 those costs — deductibles, co-pays, etc. — were to be 
$6,350 per individual and $12,700 for a family.  
 
Insurers asked for the delay.  
 
To clarify, it applies only to group health plans offered by employers and unions. It also 
applies to plans using independent managers to take care of benefits and 
pharmaceuticals. Insurers said they need the extra year to get their computer systems 
connected and coordinated with those independent managers.  
 
Individual plans sold in the exchanges will have to comply with the law.  
 
Republicans were quick to criticize the announced delay but a senior administration 
official — speaking anonymously — said, “We knew this was an important issue. We 
had to balance the interests of consumers with the concerns of health plan sponsors 
and carriers, which told us that their computer systems were not set up to aggregate all 
of a person’s out-of-pocket costs. They asked for more time to comply.” 
 
Other critics are advocates of people with chronic illnesses. Myrl Weinberg is the chief 
executive of an association of 50 groups called the National Health Council. They are 
advocates of the poor and people with ongoing illnesses. “The government’s 
unexpected interpretation of the law will disproportionately harm people with complex 
chronic conditions and disabilities,” Weinberg said.  
 
She pointed out that those with serious illnesses like heart disease or cancer or any 
number of other maladies will suffer from out-of-pocket costs that hit what she said is 
tens of thousands of dollars a year.  
 
Molly Daniels of the American Cancer Society agrees. “If a prescription drug plan does 
not currently have a limit, then it will not have to have one in 2014. Patients who require 
expensive drugs could continue to have enormous financial exposure, despite the clear 
intent of the law to limit a patient’s total out-of-pocket exposure.” 
 
She said some with cancer have out-of-pocket costs hitting $100,000 a year or more.  
 


