
ObamaCare — The Polls 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act has been an 
incredible struggle for the Obama administration and for the 
American people. From the passage of the law to it’s 
administration admitting botched rollout, ObamaCare has 
been a constant source of controversy.

And that controversy is growing. An Associated Press-GfK 
poll says people that now have health insurance and that 
can keep that insurance are blaming the president for their 
rising premium costs and their rising deductibles. They’re 
also sympathetic about the uninsured and say the rollout for 
their coverage has been botched horribly. 

• Close to half with job-based or private coverage say they’re going to see 
changes in their policies next year and the changes won’t be for the better.

• 77% blame the Affordable Care Act. 
• 69% say their premiums will go up.
• 59% say their deductibles and co-payments are rising.
• Just 21% with private insurance say their plan is expanding to cover more types 

of medical care. 
• 14% claim coverage for their spouses will be restricted or eliminated.

Harvard School of Public Health professor Robert Blendon said, “Rightly or wrongly, 
people with private insurance looking at next year are really worried about what is going 
to happen. The website is not the whole story.” 

His department tracks health care opinion and Blendon said employers have struggled 
to control health insurance costs for years. Insurance companies and the economy used 
to be the target. They are now blaming the administration and ObamaCare for the 
struggle. 

Not only is ObamaCare unpopular with many who already have insurance, but it is 
confusing to those with insurance and those without. Consumer Reports National 
Research Center shows the botched rollout of ObamaCare has people confused about 
the law, the exchanges — or marketplaces as they’re now known — and how the 
Affordable Care Act impacts them. 

• 38% said they feel less informed about ObamaCare than they were a month ago 
before the rollout. 

• 48% think the Affordable Care Act actually established a government run health 
plan. 

• 36% think they will be allowed to control their selection of a doctor or doctors.



• 30% think the ACA sets up panels that decide who lives and dies in end of life 
care. 

Less than 25% of those polled knew the last three statements were completely false. 

They also were asked to pick a barrier to their ability to understand ObamaCare:

• 52% said conflicting news reports were to blame.
• 52% blamed the law’s complexity.
• 50% said biased information from Congress.
• 48% said they’re uncertain about whose opinion on the law they should trust.
• 47% said conflicting TV ads. 
• 44% said the White House sends out biased information. 
• 38% said state officials are sending out biased information. 

Nancy Metcalf covers health care for Consumer Reports. She said, “The American 
health insurance system has long been the world's most complicated, and now 
consumers are being asked to understand an entirely new set of rules and procedures 
in addition. No  wonder   they  feel  confused  and  unsure  where  to  turn  for  reliable 
information.  But  with  open enrollment underway and HealthCare.gov working more 
smoothly, consumers need help so they don't miss out on getting the right coverage for 
themselves and their families.”

InsuranceQuotes.com found that 38% of us aren’t happy with the idea of ObamaCare 
and having to sign up and would rather pay a find than purchase health insurance. Here 
are the results of that poll:

• 65% between the ages of 18 and 29 said they’ll buy health insurance.
• 57% of those 30 and older say they will buy health insurance. 
• 78% of African Americans say they will.
• 61% of Hispanics say they’ll get insurance.
• 56% of whites say they’ll do it.

Looking at the political parties:

• 74% of Democrats will buy.
• 40% of Republicans say they’ll buy.
• 56% of Independents say they’ll get insurance.

Laura Adams of InsuranceQuotes.com said, “One of the key questions surrounding the 
Affordable Care Act is whether or not young Americans — especially healthy young 
Americans — will sign up for health insurance. This research sheds a positive light on 
that segment of the population. However, it's concerning that about three in 10 
Americans still don't know about the possible fines.”



The survey found most of us are confused about the amount of the fines. It’s $95 or 1% 
of the household income whichever is greater. The highest possible fine is $10,000 for 
individuals and $20,000 for a family. 

And when it comes to fines 80% of us think children under 18 are exempt. Six in 10 
think those over the age of 65 are exempt.

Both are incorrect.


