
U.S. Chamber — 
ObamaCare Repeal Crusade Over

U.S. Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Tom Donahue 
said his group will no longer push for the repeal of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. He still agrees that 
ObamaCare is flawed but the Chamber — Donahue said — will 
now work to fix the damaged deal. 

It’s a major turnaround from three years ago when Donahue — 
in his State of American Business Address — called the ACA “unworkable.” This year 
he’s asking for adjustments to the law that are business friendly. “The administration is 
obviously committed to keeping the law in place, so the chamber has been working 
pragmatically to fix those parts of Obamacare that can be fixed — while doing 
everything we can to make regulations and mandates as manageable as possible for 
businesses.” 

And with that he outlined part of the Chamber’s new plan. “In 2014, we will work to 
repeal onerous healthcare taxes; repeal, delay or change the employer mandate; and 
give companies and their employees more flexibility in the choice of health insurance 
plans.”

The employer mandate says those with 50 or more employees must provide health 
insurance. The Chamber is pleased that it has been delayed until January of 2015. But 
there is zero chance of it being permanently deleted. So U.S. Chamber Executive 
Director Katie Mahoney said some modifications will make the law livable. Her — and 
the chamber’s thought — is to change the definition of full-time employee from 30 hours 
a week to 40 hours. 

Another modification that will be sought is to redefine a large employer. Currently part-
time hours are part of the equation. Mahoney said that’s confusing to smaller 
employers. The Chamber also wants to see the health insurance tax and medical 
device taxes repealed. 

Mahoney took the time to defend Donahue’s new stance. “The landscape's very 
different. We've been through the Supreme Court decision, we've been through another 
election, and the President is going to be in office for another three years and this is his 
signature domestic policy. So I think to say otherwise would be irrational.”
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