
Premium Hikes & Obama Care — True or False? 
 
Here’s the debate. Opponents say the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is 
going to cause health insurance rates to skyrocket. Proponents pooh-pooh that and say 
ObamaCare will keep its promise and drop insurance rates. 
 
Each side has marched out statistics show it is right.  
 

U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius is ticked at those — and she says they’re 
Republicans from anti-ObamaCare states — who 
contend rates will rise. She says that is “factually 
incorrect.” 
 
Insurance officials in Georgia, Indiana and Ohio are 
saying health insurance premiums in their states are 
going to go up as high as 200%. Democratic 
governors in California and New York disagree and 

say the increases will be small or non-existent. 
 
And on the debate rages. Sebelius comes close to calling the rate increase screaming a 
conspiracy by Republicans. She notes that conservative groups like FreedomWorks are 
skewing the data. “We are on target and ready to flip the switch on Oct. 1. The markets 
are already increasing competition and giving consumers a better deal.” 
 
But are they? At this point no one really knows. 
 
Sebelius accuses these same groups of a propaganda campaign to keep young people 
from signing up. The administration says it needs at least 2.7 million of the expected 7 
million expected to sign up in the exchanges in year one to be young and healthy. They 
won’t use their insurance and the savings insurance companies experience will help 
rates drop. 
 
That is if the youth of the nation buy the concept and make it to the exchanges. 
Sebelius said, “We’re just going to continue to proceed and talk to people about the 
benefits of health insurance, the fact that they’ll have very affordable insurance in every 
market.”  
 
On the other side Georgia’s Insurance Commissioner Ralph Hudgens disagrees with 
Sebelius and says we’re going to see massive increases — some as high as 198%. “I 
was always skeptical of Obamacare but I never imagined that it would lead to rates 
being doubled or tripled. Increases of this magnitude will make coverage less affordable 
and increase the number of uninsured in Georgia.”  
 



The truth is at this point Hudgens doesn’t really know and Sebelius doesn’t really know. 
In fact, no one will really know if rates will rise dramatically, fall dramatically or pretty 
much stay the same until September when premium rates are officially announced.  
 


