
Special Report: 
ObamaCare Begins in 

Earnest
The hype — positive and negative — is over. 
ObamaCare — takes it most serious step 
forward next week when the long anticipated 
state insurance exchanges open for business. 
Those without access to health insurance have 

between October 1 and December 31st to 
register and pick a health insurance plan. 

Many will have their entire premium paid for by the taxpayers. But not all. A huge 
percentage of those without insurance will find themselves paying a chunk of the bill. 
Those paying should happily note that their premiums are not health insurance 
payments. They are — says the federal Department of Health and Human Services and 
the Obama administration — “shared responsibility payments.” 

The administration and the HHS have set up the exchange computer system and say 
those registering should have no fear that their confidential information will remain 
confidential. The computer system used by the exchanges has been tested and found 
to be working perfectly. 

Todd Park is the federal governments chief technology officer. He said, “After over two 
years of work, it is built and ready for operation, and we have completed security testing 
and certification to operate.” He said the system will give consumers “accurate and 
timely eligibility determinations.” 

As the system begins to operate, workers — at least those that know they’re required 
now to have insurance and that understand how to get it — continue to wonder what 
their companies are going to do about insurance. Reports for the last year show 
companies large and small still aren’t sure. 

A couple have made decisions. And they’re big decisions. Walgreen — the nation’s 
largest drugstore chain — is going to drop its insurer and move its workers to a private 
insurance exchange. The chain has 160,000 employees. 

Sears Holdings and Darden Restaurants made a similar decision this year. They, along 
with Walgreen and 14 other companies and their 600,000 employees will be going to an 
exchange operated by Aon. 

Some companies — and the list is too large to give all of them — are opting to pay fines  
and send their employees to the state exchanges. Others are reducing hours to get 



away from the regulations requiring employers to give employees considered full-time 
— 30-hours or more a week — health insurance.

As reality descends on the nation and as people become more familiar with the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, it’s popularity — not all that great to begin with — 
begins to wane. Several polls show that statement as fact.

An NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll done a 
couple of weeks ago found:

•44% thinking ObamaCare is a bad idea.
•31% like it. 
•45% say it will have a negative impact on the 
nation’s health care system.
•23% disagree with that.
•30% say it will be negative for their families.
•12% see it as a positive.
•53% don’t see it having any impact at all. 

A CNN/Opinion Research poll came to similar conclusions:

• 57% are partially or completely opposed to ObamaCare.
• 39% like most of all of the Affordable Care Act.

The poll also looked at people’s views on whether ObamaCare will really end up saving 
all of us money on health insurance:

• 48% said no, it will not reduce premiums.
• 36% aren’t certain.
• 17% said yes, ObamaCare saves them money. 

An ABC News/Washington Post Poll says we don’t know a lot about what’s coming 
down but what we do know, we don’t like. 

• 52% oppose the law.
• 42% like it.
• 62% don’t have the information they need to decide whether ObamaCare is good 

or bad. 
• Just 10% think the federal government and the states are really ready to 

implement ObamaCare. 

ABC and The Washington Post say they have done 16 polls on ObamaCare and not 
one of them has seen a majority of the people supporting the law. Those polled also 
don’t like the way the law is being implemented.

• 55% do not like how President Obama is implementing ObamaCare.



• That said, 60% say they have not been impacted by ObamaCare to date. 

Ken Coleman of HealthPocket — who has been tracking the topic for several years — 
said, “Consumers are expressing low or no expectations that the Obamacare 
marketplaces will contain or lower their healthcare costs. A competitive market and 
resulting efforts by insurers to keep costs in check, however, have the potential to prove 
them wrong. Only time will tell whether Americans will be pleasantly surprised.” 


