
Keep Your Plan 2: Two Bills to Keep the 
Promise
As he was trying to pass the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act President Obama promised if people liked their current 
health insurance plan, they could keep that plan. Those being 
nice say it turns out to not be a completely accurate statement. 
People really angry say the president out and out lied. 

At the crux of the crisis is the administration’s minimum health 
care standards. Those standards are higher than many plans. 

Insurers have decided to drop the plans rather than upgrade them or to raise prices with 
the increase in standards. The result is higher costs for those impacted. 

Whether Obama told an outright lie or not is — at this point — immaterial. The reality is 
as ObamaCare goes into full effect an estimated 10-million are losing plans they like. 
Some say the figure could be as high as 50-million. Republicans and Democrats in both 
the House and Senate are pushing bills that will reverse the administrations minimum 
standards and will allow those losing plans to keep them. 

The House bill will be voted upon sometime this week and it is expected to pass. It may 
already have seen a vote. At press time the House had not set a date or time for the 
vote. 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman and Michigan Republican Fred 
Upton wrote the bill titled the Keep Your Health Plan Act. It has 88 co-sponsors and 
allows plans existing in the individual market to stay in effect through the end of 2014. 

“What's particularly troubling is that even in September the president said on the record, 
if you like your health insurance, you simply don't have to do anything because you can 
keep it. Yet report after report after report shows that in fact, folks at the White House 
knew that millions of people were going to lose their policy,” Upton said. 

The congressman calls the bill an antidote to Obama’s “big lie” and Upton added, “As 
we House members are back in our districts this week, people are coming up to us 
saying that they had their policies canceled. They're finding that the alternative is going 
to be thousands of dollars more. Their deductible is often going up in the thousands of 
dollars.” 

In the Senate, Louisiana Democrat Sen. Mary Landrieu has introduced a similar bill. 
She calls it the Keeping the Affordable Care Act Promise Act. She’s also upset with 
the president’s promise and said at the time he made the statements in 2009 and 2010, 
she believed him. 

Her bill is to make amends. 

Rep. Fred Upton



“When we passed the Affordable Care Act, we did so with the 
intention that if you liked your health plan, you could keep it. A 
promise was made and this legislation will ensure that this 
promise is kept. For many consumers, plans in the 
Marketplaces may offer superior coverage at a good value 
that saves them money. But people should be able to keep 
their plans if they want to. I have said repeatedly that the 
Affordable Care Act isn't perfect, and I am willing to work with 
anyone who wants to improve it and implement it correctly. 
Middle class families and businesses need and deserve 
access to quality, affordable health insurance, and I hope that 
leaders from around the country and from both parties will join 
me in this effort.”

No word yet as to whether her bill will be voted upon in the Senate. 
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