
Flood Reforms Passed — 
Now Hurry Up! !

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has started implementing the Biggert-
Waters Act reforms to the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) just passed by 
Congress. And those changes are being made 
quickly.  !
Or as quickly as a Washington bureaucracy 
can move.  !
Louisiana Sen. Mary Landrieu — a Democrat — and her Republican counterpart Sen. 
David Vitter say FEMA isn’t moving fast enough. Their message? Move faster. They 
want their priority addressed and addressed now. That’s the provision raising flood rates 
to actuarial levels for homes changing owners. Those rates have doubled, tripled and — 
in some cases — hit 10-times the previous rate. !
Landrieu and Vitter sent a letter to FEMA saying the provision has brought home sales 
in their state’s flood prone communities to a screeching halt. It has to be changed faster.  !
FEMA’s response? That’s not going to happen. !
The agency is now meeting with the WYO private insurers to set up a new rate 
structure. That’s going to take some time. Responding to the letter, NFIP administrator 
David Miller said the top-priority is restoring subsidized rates for homes that change 
owners. Next up is to set up refunds for those who bought new homes and found 
dramatically higher premiums.  !
“Today, we held a consultation call with all the Write Your Own companies and 
presented a potential implementation concept for their consideration, as required by law. 
As a result, we are seeking input and specific data from them on the first priority action. 
Once we have this information, we anticipate that we could issue guidance to WYO 
companies — within the next couple weeks — to swiftly restore subsidized rates upon 
the renewal or purchase of a policy,” he said.  !
In response, Landrieu said Miller’s fast is not fast enough. “Our constituents cannot 
afford to pay $10,000 or $20,000 premiums and wait around for refunds. Subsidized 
rates must be restored immediately, and I will continue to hold FEMA accountable until 
this bill is fully implemented,” she said.  !
Vitter agrees and he’s sent a letter pushing for a meeting with FEMA’s administrator 
Craig Fugate to get him to push Miller for faster action. “It's been nearly a month since 
we've passed the law and FEMA has done virtually nothing to protect flood insurance 
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policy holders. FEMA needs to take action immediately because if policies lapse, people 
could literally lose their homes — a risk that new rates would protect against,” Vitter 
said.  !
His letter to Fugate includes the signatures of Mississippi Republican Sen. Thad 
Cochrane and North Dakota Republican Sen. John Hoeven.  !
The problem may not be quite as dire as painted by Landrieu and Vitter. Some officials i 
Louisiana are saying the word that the high premiums will go away and refunds are to 
be issued have spurred the previously dormant real estate markets.  


