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Full U.S. Appeals Court to Look 
at ObamaCare Subsidies !

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit is 
going to take a look at the ruling by the Republican 
dominated three-judge panel that said Medicaid 
dollars cannot be used to subsidize health insurance 
purchases in states without an ObamaCare 
exchange. !
The law — if you read it with a rigid interpretation — 
says subsidies can only be offered through the state exchanges. But a huge percentage 
of the states opted to not do an exchange and let the federal government take care of it.  !
Two of the three judges on that court are Republicans. One — Judge Thomas Griffith — 
said, “We reach this conclusion, frankly, with reluctance. At least until states that wish to 
can set up exchanges, our ruling will likely have significant consequences both for the 
millions of individuals receiving tax credits through federal exchanges and for health 
insurance markets more broadly.” !
The “millions” are five-million so far.  !
Just one Democrat sits on the appeals panel. He is Judge Harry Edwards. He called the 
challenge a not-so-veiled “attempt to gut the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.” !
Three of the judges on the full appeals court are brand new appointees from President 
Obama and they got onto the courts when the Senate changed the filibuster rules. The 
odds are very good that the full court will overturn the appeals panel’s ruling.  !
Look for the case to be heard in December and a ruling will be issued shortly after.  !
The only states not affected by the ruling are those that set up their own exchanges. 
They are the PIA Western Alliance states of California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada, 
New Mexico and Idaho and the District of Columbia, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont. !!!
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