
 

 

Goodbye to the  
American Dream?  

 
The American dream is famous the world over. For 
decades was why immigrants came to this nation’s 
shores. It’s also why today many pay huge fees 
and go through tremendous expense to get here. 
And then there are those who suffer enormous physical hardships to come here 
illegally.  
 
No country on Earth has more appeal and more to offer. Worldwide it is known that 
opportunity exists and that hard work and perseverance can lead to a better life. 
Resources are available for anyone to use to achieve their dreams.  
 
But has that dream — at least for Americans — changed?  
 
According to a new CNNMoney poll it has. And it has changed dramatically. A big 
percentage of Americans now perceive the American dream as impossible to attain.  
 
Here are the stats: 
(Be sure to take Weekly Industry News poll at the end of this article.) 
 
Question: Do you think you are better off financially or worse off financially than 
you parents were when they were your age? 
 
Better — 54% 
Worse — 41% 
Same — 4% 
No opinion — 1% 
 
Question: Looking to the future, do you think most children in this country will 
grow up to be better off or worse off than their parents? 
 
Better — 34% 
Worse — 63% 
Same — 2% 
No opinion — 1% 
 
Question: Do you agree or disagree — the American dream has become impossible for 
most people to achieve.  
 
Agree — May 2014: 59%    
Disagree — May 2014: 40%  
 
In contrast: 
 



 

 

Agree — Oct. 2006: 54% 
Disagree — Oct. 2006: 45% 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts’ Economic Mobility Project Director Erin Currier helped with the 
survey. She said, “The pessimism is reflective of the financial realities a lot of families 
are facing. They are treading water, but their income is not translating into solid financial 
security,” she said. 
 
Those thinking the dream is the most unattainable is the 18 to 34 age group. They have 
suffered more than other groups since the economy took a dive in the Great Recession. 
The survey reflects that and has 63% of them feeling the American dream is quite 
impossible.  
 
Weekly Industry News poll:  
What do you think? Is the American dream over?  Give us your answers to the 
three questions posed by CNNMoney.  
 
Question: Do you think you are better off financially or worse off financially than 
you parents were when they were your age? 
 
Better 
Worse 
Same 
No opinion 
 
Question: Looking to the future, do you think most children in this country will 
grow up to be better off or worse off than their parents? 
 
Better 
Worse 
Same 
No opinion 
 
Question: Do you agree or disagree — the American dream has become 
impossible for most people to achieve.  
 
Agree    
Disagree 
 
 

http://multibriefs.com/surveys/survey.php?SurveyID=1488;

