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How You can Personally 
Avoid a Data Breach !

An article published recently by USA Today 
offers some important tips on how you can avoid 
becoming a victim of a data breach like that 
recently revealed by Home Depot and like the 
one experienced by customers of Target, eBay 
and the major banks who now say they’ve been 
hacked and others.  !
Columnist Rob Pegoraro addressed the issue. He was asked if PayPal would be a 
better way to pay for items than using a credit card. His answer — yes. But is it 
practical? Not really.  !
Pegoraro was also asked about chip and signature and chip and PIN cards that are 
growing in popularity with banks and consumers. He found the microchips involved in 
these won’t work for in-person transactions if the person who steals a card tries to use 
it.  !
However, for online purchases they are ineffective and the thief can use the card.  !
Apple has introduced a new way to pay for everything via your iPhone and Google 
Wallet has one, too. It is a near-field communication or NFC. That system doesn’t leave 
credit card information in the store and to use your credit card numbers the thief has to 
have your phone.  !
Apple’s security expert Rich Mogull told Pegoraro the system generates a different 
credit card number for every transaction. And no one knows your card number, not even 
Apple unless you have it on the Apple App Store or iTunes. !
Pegoraro left one last tip on his article. Don’t click the save card button when you’re 
purchasing online. Having the web retailer keep your card number is dangerous and 
you’re trusting them to keep your data safe.  !
Source: USA Today — http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/2014/09/14/
home-depot-breach-safer-options/15542253/  
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