
Insurers to Soon Struggle  
over ObamaCare Rates !

Insurance carriers are struggling. They are — at most 
— two-months away from having to submit their rates 
for the 2015 ObamaCare plans. Here’s the problem: !

• No one knows the final enrollment figures for 
2014 and if they an estimate, they’re not saying. 

• The ages and health conditions of most of the enrollees is still unknown or if the 
majority are known, no one is saying.  

• No one yet knows what doctors and hospital networks will be approved by the 
federal government.  !

To be fair, much of that information will not be complete or — in many cases — 
available until after the March 31st drop-dead deadline to enroll. So until carriers get all 
of that information — according to Aetna’s CEO Mark Bertolini — they cannot set rates 
and at that point what insurers do could become unpopular. “Are [rate increases] going 
to be double-digit, and are we going to get beat up because of the double digit, or are 
we going to just have to pull out of the program? Those questions can’t be answered 
until we see the population we have today,” he told MSNBC.  !
Scott Leavitt who used to head up the National Association of Health Insurance 
Underwriters and who is an agency owner in the PIA Western  Alliance state of Idaho 
said he expects prices to go way up. “We’ve been told the rates are going to be two 
years behind every year. Carriers won’t be able to accurately rate for this risk until 2016. 
It’s going to make rates go through the roof.” !

Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
agrees. What she doesn’t know is how many ObamaCare 
enrollees have paid the insurance companies for their required 
insurance. And Sebelius isn’t sure how many people will actually 
end up enrolling or — even more critical — how many young 
people will end up enrolling. She does — however — think 
ObamaCare rates will rise.  !
At least that’s what she said in testimony to the House Ways and 
Means Committee last week. “I think premiums are likely to go 
up, but go up at a slower pace” than they did previously.” !!!!


