
ObamaCare: Sebelius Steps 
Down, Enter Burwell !

You already know Health and Human Services 
(HHS) head Kathleen Sebelius has stepped 
down. Considering the — putting it nicely — 
rocky rollout of the Affordable Care Act and its 
disastrous website, a lot of health insurance 
experts and political pundits wonder how she 
managed to last this long. !
President Obama agreed to let her go and he’s nominated Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) Director Sylvia Matthews Burwell to take her place. Speaking for the 
White House, Obama Chief of Staff Denis McDonough said, “What was clear is that she 
thought that it was time to transition the leadership to somebody else. She’s made clear 
in other comments publicly that she recognizes that she takes a lot of the incoming. She 
does hope — all of us hope — that we can get beyond the partisan sniping.” !
Supporters like Kansas Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger — who is a 
Republican — say Sebelius can’t be completely blamed for the poor rollout. “We can 
point fingers in a lot of different directions. I don’t think it’s fair to point them at her, 
solely.”  !
Praeger also said it appears that with 7.5 million now enrolled in ObamaCare that it’s 
starting to work. “She spent a lot of time going to states. I think the HHS putting ads out 
— that were very good — the last month or so, resulted in a big surge the last couple of 
weeks.” !
Sebelius — of course — knows Praeger fairly well because of her relationship to 
Kansas politics as a former governor of the state and a former insurance commissioner. 
She disagrees with Praeger’s statement and in October at a congressional hearing, 
Sebelius said, “Hold me accountable.”  !
With Sebelius gone in the next few weeks, the chapter closes on her tenure and opens 
on her successor which will likely be Burwell. That is assuming the Senate ratifies the 
nomination.  !
Ratified or not, few think things will be much different for her. She still has to deal with 
Republicans bent on repealing ObamaCare.  !
House Oversight Committee chair Rep. Darrell Issa of California was quick to comment. 
He said, “Kathleen Sebelius had a supremely difficult job implementing a law as 
unpopular and unwieldy as Obamacare. Her tenure as the head of the Department of 
Health and Human Services may be at an end, but Americans will be dealing with the 
repercussions of the president's health law for a very long time.”  
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In the Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said it is “fitting that nearly one-year 
after the primary legislative architect of Obamacare predicted it would be a train wreck 
that the government official most responsible for overseeing it reportedly is resigning. 
Regardless of the administration’s public explanation for the Secretary’s exit, 
Obamacare has been a rolling disaster and her resignation is cold comfort to the 
millions of Americans who were deceived about what it would mean for them and their 
families.”  !
The train wreck comment is pointed at former Montana Democrat Sen. Max Baucus 
whose Senate Finance Committee was the primary architect for the Affordable Care Act. 
Just before the rollout of ObamaCare in April of 2013, Baucus warned Sebelius that her 
department wasn’t ready and the rollout would be a disaster. !
“I just see a huge train wreck coming down. You and I have discussed this many times, 
and I don't see any results yet,” Baucus said.  


